









































A DISCOURSE OF THE BUILDING, &C., OF THE HOUSE OF GOD. 15

Without a watch, resist a foe who can?

Who prays not, is not like to play the man?'

Complaint that he is overcome, he mays;

But who would win the field, must watch and
pray.

Who watches, should know who and who’s
together:

Know we not friends from foes, how know we
whether

Of them to fight, or which to entertain?'*’

Some have instead of foes,” familiars slain.

Sometimes a lust will get into the place,

Or work, or office, of some worthy grace;

Till it has brought our souls to great decay."

Unless we diligently watch and pray,

Our pride will our humility precede:

By th’ nose, our unbelief our faith will lead."®

Self-love will be where self-denial should;

And passion heat, what patience sometime
cool’d.

And thus it will be with us night and day,"’

Unless we diligently watch and pray."™

N

Besides what these domestics do, there are

Abroad such foes as wait us to ensnare;

Yea, they against us stand in battle-’ray,

And will us spoil, unless we watch and pray.

There is the world with all its vanities,"”’

There is the devil with a thousand lies;"”

There are false brethren with their fair
collusions,"”

Also false doctrines with their strong delusions;

These will us take, yea carry us away

From what is good, unless we watch and pray.

Long life to many, is a fearful snare;

Of sudden death we also need beware;

" 1 Cor. 16:13.

" Eph. 6:13-18.

"™ T Pet. 5:8-9.

' Heb. 12:15.

" Luke 21:34, 35; Heb. 3:12, 13.

"7 Acts 20:30, 31.

"™ 1 Thess. 5:6; I Tim. 4:5; I Pet. 4:7.
" Luke 8:14.

" 1 Pet. S:8.

P Acts 20:30, 31.

The smiles and frowns of men, temptations be;
And there’s a bait in all we hear and see.

Let them who can, to any shew a way,

How they should live, that cannot watch and

pray.

Nor is’t enough to keep all well within,

Nor yet to keep all out that would be sin,

If entertained; I must myself concern

With my dear brother, as I do discern

Him tempted, or a wand’ring from the way;'”

Else as I should, I do not watch and pray.

Pray then, and watch, be thou no drowsy
sleeper,

Grudge, nor refuse, to be thy brother’s
keeper,'”

Seest thou thy brother’s graces at an ebb?

Is his heel taken in the spider’s web?

Pray for thy brother;"™ if that will not do,

To him, and warn him of the present woe

That is upon him; if he shall thee hear

Thou wilt a saviour unto him appear.'” '

5. Sincerity, to that we are enjoined,
For I do in our blessed law-book find,
That duties, how well done soe’er they seem,
With our great God, are but of small esteem
If not sincerely done; then have a care
For hypocrites are hateful everywhere."”
Things we may do, yea, and may let men see
Us do them too, design but honestly;
Vain-gloriously let us not seek for praise,
Vain-glory’s nothing worth in gospel days."”
Sincerity seeks not an open place,

To do, tho’ it does all with open face;

197

8

" Heb. 12:15.

' Gen. 4:9.

" 1 Thess. 5:14.

' Jas. 5:20; Matt. 18:15.

196

Happy is that Christian, who, in obedience to his
Lord’s command, is so humble as to seek out the
brother who has offended him; ‘Go and tell him his
fault between thee and him alone, is the divine
command. Is it not at the peril of our souls wilfully
to violate this self-humiliating but imperative law?--
Ed.

Y7 Josh. 24:14.
" Matt. 23.
" 1I Cor. 1:12.
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16 THE WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN

It loves no guises, nor disfigurations.

“Tis plain, ‘tis simple, hates equivocations.*”
Sincerity’s that grace by which we poise,
And keep our duties even: nor but toys

Are all we do, if no sincerity””'

Attend our works, lift it up ne’er so high.
Sincerity makes heav’n upon us smile,

Lo, here’s a man in whom there is no guile!
Nathaniel, an Israelite indeed!””

With duties he sincerely doth proceed;
Under the fig-tree heav’n saw him at prayer,
There is but few do their devotions there.
Sincerity! Grace is thereto entailed,””

The man that was sincere, God never fail’d.
One tear that falleth from sincerity,

Is worth ten thousand from hypocrisy.

6. Meekness is also here imposed by law,

A froward spirit is not worth a straw.””

A froward spirit is a bane to rest,

They find it so, who lodge it in their breast.””

A froward spirit suits with self-denial,

With taking up the cross, and ev’ry trial,

As cats and dogs, together by the ears;

As scornful men do suit with frumps™ and
jeers.””

Meek as a lamb, mute as a fish, is brave,

When anger boils, and passions vent do crave.

The meek, God will in paths of judgment
guide;*”

Good shall the meek eat, and be satisfied;*”

The Lord will lift the meek to highest station;”'

Will beautify the meek with his salvation.”"

0

** I Cor. 2:17.

*"1I Cor. 8:8; I Pet. 2:1, 2; Phil. 1:10.
** John 1:47-49.

** Eph. 6:24.

** Job 5:13.

% Prov. 2:12; 16:28; 17:20.

* To “frump,” to mock or browbeat.--Ed.
*7 Prov. 22:5.

** Col. 3:12; Ps. 25:9; Eph. 4:2.

7 Ps. 22:26.

* 1Tim. 6:11; Ps. 147:6.

21 Ps. 149:4.

The meek are blest, the earth they shall
inherit:*"

The meek is better than the proud in spirit.*"

Meekness will make you quiet, hardy, strong,

To bear a burden, and to put up wrong.

Meekness, though divers troubles you are in,

Will bridle passion, be a curb to sin.

Thus God sets forth the meek before our eyes;

A meek and quiet spirit God doth prize.”"*

7. Temp’rance also, is on this house imposed,””
And whoso has it not, is greatly nosed”"

By standers by, for greedy, lustful men:

Nor can all we can say, excuse us, when
Intemp’rance any where to them shall be
Apparent; though we other vices flee.”"”
Temperance, the mother is of moderation,
The beauty also of our conversation.”"*
Temperance will our affections moderate,

And keep us from being inordinate

In our embraces, or in our salutes

Of what we have, also in our pursuits

Of more, and in a sedate settlement

Of mind, will make’s in all states be content.””
Nor want we here an argument to prove

That who, inordinate is, in his love

Of worldly things, doth better things defy,
And slight salvation for the butterfly.”’

What argument can any man produce,

Why we should be intemperate in the use

Of any worldly good? Do we not see

That all these things from us a fleeting be

What can we hold? What can we keep from
flying

From us? Is not each thing we have a dying?**

?221

2 Ps. 37:11.

P Isa. 29:19; Tit. 3:2.
2 1 Pet. 3:4.

Y11 Pet. 1:6.

1 Greatly nosed,’ taken by the nose, ridiculed.--Ed.
" Phil. 3:18, 19.

** 1 Cor. 9:25.

> Phil. 4:11-13.

" Prov. 23:5.

?! Isa. 28:1, 4.

2 Jas. 1:11.
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A DISCOURSE OF THE BUILDING, &C., OF THE HOUSE OF GOD. 17

My house, my wife, my child, they all grow old,
Nor am I e’er the younger for my gold;

Here’s none abiding, all things fade away,”
Poor I at best am but a clod of clay.””

If that be true, man doth not live by bread,

He that has nothing else, must needs be dead;

Take bread for what can in this world be
found,

Yet all that therein is, is but a sound,

An empty sound, there is no life at all,

It cannot save a sparrow from her fall.

Let us then use this world as we are bid,

And as in olden times, the godly did.

Who buy, should be as if they did possess

None of their purchase, or themselves did bless

In what they have; and he that doth rejoice

In what he hath, should rather out of choice,

Withdraw his mind from what he hath below,

And set his heart on whither he must go.**

For those that weep under their heavy crosses,

Or that are broken with the sense of losses,

Let them remember, all things here are fading,

And as to nature, of a self-degrading

And wasting temper; yea, both we and they

Shall waste, and waste, until we waste away.””’

Let temperance then, with moderation be

As bounds to our affections, when we see,

Or feel, or taste, or any ways enjoy

Things pleasing to the flesh, lest we destroy

Ourselves therewith, or bring ourselves thereby

To surfeits, guilt, or Satan’s slavery.*”

225

8. Patience, another duty, as we find

In holy writ, is on this house enjoined;*”’

Her state, while here, is such, that she must
have

This grace abounding in her, or a slave

She’ll quickly be unto their lusts and will,

That seek the mind of Satan to fulfil.

** 1John 2:17.

' Gen. 18:27.

* Deut. 8:3.

#* 1 Cor. 7:29-31; Col. 3:1, 2.
*” Gen. 3:19.

" Luke 21:34.

* Jas. 5:7-8.

He who must bear all wrongs without
resistance,

And that with gladness too, must have
assistance

Continually from patience, thereunto,

Or he will find such work too hard to do.*”

Who meets with taunts, with mocks, with flouts
and squibs,

With raileries, reproaches, checks, and snibs;

Yea, he who for well-doing is abused,

Robb’d, spoiled, and goal’d, and ev’ry way
misused;

Has he not patience soon will be offended,

Yea his profession too will soon be ended.*”

A Christian for religion must not fight,

But put up wrongs, though he be in the right;

He must be merciful, loving, and meek,”*

When they smite one, must turn the other
cheek.””

He must not render railing for reviling

Nor murmur when he sees himself a spoiling,”

When they shall curse, he must be sure to bless,

And thus with patience must his soul possess.

I doubt our frampered”” Christians will not
down

With what I say, yet I dare pawn my gown,

Do but compare my notes with sacred story,

And you will find patience the way to glory.”

Patience under the cross, a duty is,””

Whoso possess it, belongs to bliss;**

If it is present work accomplisheth;

If it holds out, and still abideth with

The Truth; then may we look for that reward,

Promised at the coming of the Lord.

231

233

241

*" Rom. 12:12.

*' Heb. 6:15.

*2 Rev. 13:10; 14:12; Matt. 13:21.
** 11 Cor. 6:4-8.

** 1 Cor. 4:12, 13.

¥ Matt. 5:38-41.

»¢ T Pet. 3:8-9; John 18:10-11

*7 ‘Frampered’ or frampold, peevish, crossgrained,
rugged; now obsolete.--Ed.

»* Heb. 6:15.

* Luke 21:19.

0 Jas. 1:3, 4.

' Jas. 5:7-9.
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18 THE WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN

9. To entertain good men let’s not forget
Some by so doing have had benefit;
Yea for to recompense this act of theirs,
Angels bave lodged with them unawares.”
Yea to encourage such a work as this,
The Lord himself makes it a note of his,
When hungry or when thirsty I have been,
Or when a stranger, you did take me in.””
Strangers should not to strangers but be kind
Specially if conferring notes, they find
Themselves, though strangers here, one
brotherhood,
And heirs, joint heirs, of everlasting good;
These should as mother’s sons, when they do
meet
In a strange country, one another greet
With welcome; come in, brother, how dost do?
Whither art wand’ring? Prithee let me know
Thy state? Dost want or meat, or drink, or
cloth?
Art weary? Let me wash thy feet, I’'m loth
Thou shouldst depart, abide with me all night;
Pursue thy journey with the morning light.”**

2

X.

THE WAY OF REDUCING WHAT’S AMISS,
INTO ORDER HERE.

Although this house thus honourable is,
Yet ‘tis not sinless, many things amiss

Do happen here, wherefore them to redress,
We must keep to our rules of righteousness;
Nor must we think it strange, if sin shall be
Where virtue is; don’t all men plainly see
That in the holy temple there was dust,”
That to our very gold, there cleaveth rust?
In Abraham’s family was a derider*

I’ th’ palace of a king will be the spider.”
Who saith, we have no sin, doth also say
We have no need at all to watch and pray;

7

* Heb. 13:1, 2.

* Matt. 25:35-40.

' Judg. 19:16-21.

** 1I Chron. 29:16, 17.
" Gen. 21:9.

* Prov. 30:28.

To live by faith, the flesh to mortify,

Or of more of the spirit to sanctify

Our nature. All this wholly needless is

With him, who as to this, has nought amiss.

But we confess, ‘cause we would not be liars,”*

That we still feel the motions and desires

Of sin within us, and should fall away,*”

Did not Christ intercede and for us pray.”

We therefore do conclude that sin is here,

But that it may not to our shame appear,

We have our rules, thereby with it to deal,

And plaisters too, our deadly wounds to heal.

And seeing idleness gives great occasions

To th’ flesh, to make its rude and bold
invasions

Upon good orders, ‘tis ordained we see,

That none dwell here, but such as workers be:

So plain’s the law for this, and so complete,

It bids who will not work, forbear to eat;”'

Let then each one be diligent to do

What grace or nature doth oblige them to.

Who have no need to work for meat or clothes,

Should work for those that want. Not that the
sloth

Of idleness should be encouraged,

But that those, poor indeed, be clad and fed.

Dorcas did thus, and ‘tis to sacred story””

Committed for her praise and lasting glory.

0

This house then is no nurse to idleness;

Fig-trees are here to keep,”” and vines to dress;

Here’s work for all; yea, work that must be
done;™™

Yet work, like that, to playing in the sun;

The toil’s a pleasure, and the labour sweet,””

Like that of David’s dancing in the street;”’

The work is short, the wages are for ever,

The work like me, the wages like the giver

*** 1John 1:8, 10.
* Luke 21:34-36.
*° Heb. 7:25.

*' 11 Thess. 3:10.
2 Acts 9:36-39.
** Prov. 27:18.
»* Mark 13:34.
** 1 John 5:3.

#¢ 11 Sam. 6:14.
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A DISCOURSE OF THE BUILDING, &C., OF THE HOUSE OF GOD.

No drone must hide himself under those eaves;

Who sows not, will in harvest reap no sheaves.

The slothful man himself, may plainly see,

That honey’s gotten by the working bee.

But here’s no work for life, that’s freely given;

Meat, drink, and cloths, and life, we have from
heav’n;

Work’s here enjoined, ‘cause it is a pleasure,

Vice to suppress, and augment heavenly
treasure

Moreover, ‘tis to shew, if men profess

The faith, and yet abide in idleness,

Their faith is vain,”” no man can ever prove

He’s right, but by the faith that works by
love.”®

If this good counsel is by thee rejected;

If work and labour is by thee neglected;

If thou, like David, lollest on thy bed;*”

Or art like to a horse, pamper’d and fed

With what will fire thy lusts,” and so lay
snares

For thine own soul, when thou shalt be i’ th’
wars:

Then take what follows, sin must be detected,

And thou without repentance quite rejected.”"

This is the house of God,* his dwelling-place,
“Tis here that we behold his lovely face;

But if it should polluted be with sin,

And so abide, he quickly will begin

To leave it desolate, and then woe to it,

Sin and his absence quickly will undo it.*”

And since sin is, of things the worst of all,
And watcheth like a serpent on a wall,

Or flyeth like an eagle in the air,

Or runs as desperate ships, void of all care,
Or, (as great Solomon hath wisely said)

Is as the way of wantons with a maid,

Who tick, and toy, and with a tempting giggle
Provoke to lust, and by degrees, so wriggle

27 Jas. 2:20.

2 Gal. 5:6.

* 11 Sam. 11:1-5.
* Jer. 5:8; 13:27.
*! Luke 13:1-3.
** 1 Cor. 3:16, 17.
* Jer. 7:11-15.

Them into their affections, that they go
The way to death, so do themselves undo:
As it is said, this mischief to prevent,

Let all men watch, yea, and be diligent
Observers of its motions, and then fly,
This is the way to live, and not to die.

19

1= He that would never fall, must never slip,

Who would obey the call, must fear the whip.
God would also that every stander by

That in the grass doth see the adder lie,
Should cry as he did, death is in the pot,
That many by its poison perish not.

But if that beastly thing shall hold its hold,
And make the man possessed basely bold

In pleading for it, or shall it deny,

Or it shall seek to cover with a lie;

Then take more aid, and make a fresh assault
At it again, diminish not the fault,

But charge it home. If yet he will not fear,
But still unto his wickedness adhere,

Then tell the house thereof. But if he still
Persist in his abomination will,

Then fly him, ‘cause he is a leprous man,
Count him with heathens and the publican.”*
But if he falls before thee at the first,

Then be thou to him faithful, loving, just.
Forgive his sin, tell it not to a brother,”

Lest thou thyself be served so by another.**

If he falls not, but in the second charge,
Spread not his wickedness abroad at large.*
But, if thou think his sorrow to be sound,
Forgive his sin, and hide it under ground.*®
If he shall stand the first and second shot;

If he before the church, repenteth not,

Deal with him as the matter shall require,
Let not the house for him be set on fire.

If after all, he shall repent and turn

To God, and you, you must not let him burn
For ever under sense of sin and shame,

You must bis sin forgive in Christ his name.**

7

9

2

X

* Matt. 18:15-17.
* Prov. 25:9.

** Mark 4:24.

*7 Jas. 5:20.

** 1 Pet. 4:8.

** 11 Cor. 2:6.
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20 THE WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN

Confirm your love to him in Christ, you must,
By all such ways as honest are, and just.

Shy be not of him, carry’t not aloof,

But rather give him of your love such proof,
That he may gather thence, ye do believe

To mercy Christ again doth him receive.”

Two things, monish you, as to this, I would;

The first, to shew the church wherein she
should

In all her actions so herself behave,

As to convince the fault, she would save

His soul; and that ‘tis for this very thing,

She doth him unto open judgment bring.

Then would I shew the person they reject,

What will, without repentance, be th’ effect

Of this tremendous censure, so conclude;

Leaving my judgment to the multitude

Of those who sober and judicious be,

Begging of each of them a prayer for me.

1. This house, in order to this work, must be
Affected with the sin and misery,””
Of this poor creature, yea, must mourn and
weep,
To think such tares, in your neglect, or sleep,
Should spring up here, nor must they once
invent
To think, till he’s cast out, you’re innocent.””

2. Thus leaven, the whole lump has leavened;
Israel was guilty of what Achan did;
And so must stand, until they purged are,
Till Achan doth, for sin, his burden bear.””
The reason is, Achan a member was
Of that great body, and by nature’s laws,
The hand, foot, eye, tongue, ear, or one of
these,
May taint the whole with Achan’s foul disease.
The church must too be sensible of this,
Some lep’rous stones make all the house amiss:
And as the stones must thence removed be,
In order to the house’s sanctity,
So it must purged be (in any wise)

Before ‘tis counted clean (by sacrifice).””

¥ 1I Cor. 2:8-10.

' 1 Cor. 5:2.

2 1Cor. 5:6-7.

*? Josh. 7:10-13; 22:20.

3. Next have a care, lest sin, which you
should purge,
Becomes not unto you a farther scourge,
The which it will, if such shall judges be,
Which from its spots and freckles are not free;
Pluck thou the beam first out of thine own eye,
Else the condemned will thee vilify*”
And say, let not the pot the kettle judge;””
If otherwise, it will beget a grudge,
A great one ‘twixt the church and him that
sinned,
Nor by such means, can ever such be winned
To a renew’d embrace of holiness;
More like be tempted further to transgress.

6

4. Again, let those that loud against it cry,
See they don’t entertain it inwardly;
Sin, like to pitch, will to the fingers cleave,
Look to it then, let none himself deceive;””’
“Tis catching; make resistances afresh,
Abhor the garment spotted by the flesh.*”

1> Some at the dimness of the candle puff,
Who yet can daub their fingers with the snuff.

5. Beware, likewise, lest rancour should
appear
Against the person, do in all things fear:
Bewail the man, while you abhor his sin;
Pity his soul;*” the flesh you still are in;
Thyself consider thou may’st tempted be,
Hast thou no pity, who will pity thee?*"'

280

6. See that the ground be good on which you
go:
Sin, but not virtue show dislike unto.
Take heed of hypocritical intentions,
And quarrel not at various apprehensions
About some smaller matter, lest it breed
Needless debates, and lest that filthy seed

7 Lev. 14:33-57.
7 Matt. 7:3, 4.
* John 8:7.

*7 Josh. 22:17.
" Jude 23.

*” Jude 20, 23.
' Gal. 6:1.

1 Jas. 2:13.
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A DISCOURSE OF THE BUILDING, &C., OF THE HOUSE OF GOD. 21

Contention,” should o’errun your holy
ground,”
And lest not love, but nettles there are found.”

7. You must likewise allow each man his

grains,

For that none perfect are, sin yet remains,

And human frailties do attend the best;

To bear and forbear here, will tend to rest.

Vain jangling, jars, and strifes will there
abound,

Where moles are mountains made, or fault is
found,

With every little, trivial, petty thing;**’

This spirit snib, or ‘twill much mischief bring*’

Into this house, and “tis for want of love,”’

“Tis entertain’d: it is not of the dove.”

8. For those that have private opinions too
We must make room, or shall the church
undo:*”’
Provided they be such as don’t impair
Faith, holiness, nor with good conscience jar:*”
Provided also those that hold them shall
Such faith hold to themselves,”" and not let fall
Their fruitless notions in their brother’s way,””
Do this, and faith and love will not decay.

9. We must also in these our dealings shew
We put a difference ‘twixt those sins that do
Clash with the light of nature, and what we
Perceive against the faith of Christ to be.

Those against nature, nature will detect;*”
Those against faith, faith from them must direct
The judgment, conscience, understanding too,
Or there will be no cure, whate’er you do.

** 1 Cor. 1:11

* Tit. 3:9; I Cor. 11:16.
** 1 Tim. 6:3, 6.

* 1 Tim. 1:6, 20.

*¢ I Tim. 2:16.

* Tit. 1:10.

** Eph. 4:2; Col. 3:13.
* Rom. 14:13.

*" Rom. 14:16.

#! Rom. 14:22.

#2 1 Cor. 8:9-13.

** Exod. 32:22-24: 11 Sam. 12:7-13.

When men are caught in immoralities,

Nature will start, the conscience will arise

To judgment;”* and if impudence doth recoil,
Yet guilt, and self-condemnings will embroil
The wretch concerned,” in such unquietness
Or shame, as will induce him to confess

His fault, and pardon crave of God and man,
Such men with ease therefore we conquer can.

But ‘tis not thus with such as swerve in faith

With them, who, as our wise Apostle saith,

Entangled are at unawares, with those

Cunning to trap, to snare, and to impose

By falsifyings, their prevarications:””

No, these are slyly taken from their stations,

Unknown to nature; yea, in judgment they

Think they have well done to forsake the way.

Their understanding, and their judgment too

Doth like, or well approve of what they do.

These are, poor souls, beyond their art and
skill,

Ta’en captive by the devil, at his wil

Here therefore you must patience exercise,

And suffer long, ye must not tyrannize

It over such, but must all meekness shew;

Still dropping of good doctrine as the dew,”

Against their error; so its churlishness

You conquer will, and may their fault redress.””

297
L,

8

The reason why we must not exercise

That roughness here, as where conviction lies
In nature, is because those thus ensnared
Want nature’s light and help to be repair’d.

A spirit hath them taken, they are gone,
Delusions supernat’ral they’re on

The wing of; They are out o’ th’ reach of man
Nothing but God, and gospel reach them can.”
Now since we cannot give these people eyes,
Nor regulate their judgment, wherein lies,
Our work with them, if not, as has been said,
In exercising patience. While display’d

0

#* John 8:9.

" Acts 5:1-5.

¥ Eph. 4:14.

#7 11 Tim. 2:23-26.
¥ 11 Tim. 4:2.

?? Tit. 1:13.

* 1 Tim. 1:19-20.
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22 THE WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN

The holy word before their faces is,

By which alone they must see what’s amiss
With their poor souls, and so convert again,
To him with whom salvation doth remain.

Obj. But they are turbulent, they would
confound
The truth, and all in their perdition drown’d.

Ans. If turbulent and mischievous they are,
Imposing their opinions without care

Who they offend, or do destroy thereby.™"
Then must the church deal with them presently,
Lest tainted be the whole with their delusion,
And brought into disorder and confusion.

XI.

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THOSE
THUS DEALT WITH.

The man that worthily rejected is,

And cast out of this house, his part in bliss
Is lost for ever, turns he not again,

True faith and holiness to entertain.

Nor is it boot, for who are thus cast out,
Themselves to flatter, or to go about

To shift the censure; nothing here will do,
Except a new conversion thou come to.

He that is bound on earth, is bound in heaven,
Nor is his loosing, but the sin forgiven;
Repentance too, forgiveness must precede,
Or thou must still abide among the dead.’”

XII.

AN EXPOSTULATION WITH SUCH TO
RETURN.

1= O Shame! Is’t not a shame for men to be
For sin, spu’d out from good society!

For man enlightened to be so base!

To turn his back upon the God of grace!

For one who for his sins has mourn’d and cry’d,
To slight him, who for sin hath bled and died!
What fool would sell his part in paradise,

That has a soul, and that of such a price?

What parallel can suit with such so well,

As those, for sin cast down from heaven to hell!

T Tim. 2:16-18.
* Matt. 18:15-20, 28-35.

But let me tell thee, here is aggravation;

The angels, though they did fall from their
station

Had not the caution thou hast had; they fell;*”

This thou hast seen, and seeing, didst rebel.

One would a thought, the noise of this their
fall,

A warning; yea, a warning, and a call,

Should unto thee have been, to have a care

Of falling too:™ O how then didst thou dare,

Since God did not spare them, thus to presume

To tempt him in his wrath, thee to consume.

Nor did the angels from a Jesus fall,

Redeemed they were not, from a state of thrall;

But thou! as one redeem’d, and that by blood,

Redemption hast despised; and the mud

Or mire of thine own filth again embracest:

A dying bleeding Jesus thou disgracest!

What wilt thou do? see’s not how thou hast
trod

Under thy foot, the very Son of God

O fearful hand of God! And fearful will

Thy d(g(())ém be, when his wrath thy soul shall
kill.
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15" Yea, with a signal these must hear their sin,
This dirty sow from mire has washed been,
Yet there did wallow, after wash’d she was;

So to procure a lust, obtain’d this loss.

O shame! is’t not a shame for man to be,

So much averse to his felicity,

That none can make him leave to play the fool,
Till to the devil be be put to school,”

To learn his own salvation to prize?

O fool! must now the devil make thee wise?

O sot! that will in wickedness remain,

Unless the devil drives thee back again.™”

11 Pet. 2:4.

** Jude 6.

% Heb. 10:29-31.
I Pet. 2:20-22.
7 Matt. 18:34.
** 1 Tim. 1:20.
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Hast quite forgot how thou wast wont to
pray,
And cry out for forgiveness night and day?
Or dost thou count they were but painted fears
Which from thine eyes did squeeze so many
tears?
Remember man, thy prayers and tears will cry
Thee down to hell, for thine apostacy.
Who will not have what he has prayed for,
Must die the death, his prayer shall him abhor.
Hast thou forgotten that most solemn vow
Thou mad’st to God, when thou didst crave he
bow
His ear unto thee would, and give thee grace,
And would thee also in his arms embrace?
That vow, I say, whereby thou then didst bind
Thyself to him, that now thy roving mind
Recoil against him should, and fling away
From him, and his commandments disobey.”
What has he done? wherein has he offended?
Thou actest now, as if thou wast intended
To prove him guilty of unrighteousness,
Of breach of promise, or that from distress
He could, or would not save thee, or that thou
Hast found a better good than he; but how
Thou wilt come off, or how thou wilt excuse
Thyself, ‘cause thou art gone, and did refuse
To wait upon him that consider well;
Thou art as yet alive, on this side hell.
Is’t not a shame, a stinking shame to be
Cast forth God’s vineyard as a barren tree?’"
To be thrown o’er the pales, and there to lie,
Or be pick’d up by th’ next that passeth by?

9

Well, thou hast turn’d away, return again;
Bethink thyself, thy foot from sin refrain;
Hark! thou art call’d upon, stop not thine ear:
Return, backsliding children, come, draw near
Unto your God;’"' repent, and he will heal
Your base backslidings, to you will reveal
That grace and peace which with him doth
remain,
For them that turn away, and turn again.’"

* Job 15:6.

' Luke 13:7.

M Jer. 3:12-14, 22.
* Hos. 14:1-4.

Take with thee words, come to the throne of
grace
There supplicate thy God, and seek his face;
Like to the prodigal, confess thy sin,
Tell him where, and how vicious thou hast
been.
1> Suppose he shall against thee shut the
door,
Knock thou the louder, and cry out the more;
What if he makes thee there to stand a while?
Or makes as if he would not reconcile
To thee again? Yet take thee no denial,
Count all such carriages but as a trial
Whether thou art in earnest in thy suit,
As one truly forlorn and destitute;
But hide thou nought of all that thou hast done,
Open thy bosom, make confession
Of all thy wickedness, tell every whit;™"’
Hast thou a secret sin? don’t cover it;’
Confess, thyself judge, if thou wouldst not die;
Who doth himself judge, God doth justify.’"”

To sin, and stand in’t, is the highest evil;

This makes a man most like unto the devil;

This bids defiance unto God and grace;

This man resists him spitteth in his face,

Scorns at his justice, mocketh at his power,

Tempts him, provokes him, grieves him every
hour:

When he ariseth, he will recompense

This sturdy rebel for his impenitence:

Be not incorrigible then, come back again,

There’s hope, beg mercy while life doth remain.

Obj. But I fear I am lost and cast away,
Sentence is past, and who reverse it may?

Ans. The sentence past, admitteth or reprieve;

Yea, of a pardon, canst thou but believe.™"’

TURN AGAIN SINNER, NEVER MAKE A
DOUBT,

COME, THE LORD JESUS WILL NOT CAST
THEE OUT.

0 Jer. 3:13, 23-25.
o Ps. 32:5.

** I Cor. 11:31, 32.
' John 6:37.
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