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will not take a single spoonful of the medicine unless
he is informed of what it is composed, how the
various ingredients are likely to act, and what effects
they are intended to produce. If the explanations are
satisfactory, and the course to be pursued meets his
approbation, he promises to follow the advice given.
The physician informs him that he is not accustomed
to do anything of the kind, and that no reasonable
man would expect it from him. "I always take it for
granted," he says, "that I know what to prescribe for
my patients better than they do themselves; and if
you have no confidence in me, the sooner my visits
are discontinued the better." Now such language
commends itself at once as just and appropriate; for
every person possessed of the least grain of common
sense must acknowledge that to place implicit trust in
his medical adviser, is one of the first duties which a
patient owes to him. And that earthly physician's
claim is demanded by Christ, the great Physician of
souls. He requires of us to trust Him—to trust His
skill, His wisdom, His power, His tenderness, His
fidelity—and that with a full and unquestioning
acquiescence. And what ample grounds have we for
doing so!

We would further observe that our trust in Him should
be continuous. An unspeakable importance belongs
to what the apostle calls, "the beginning of our
confidence;" but such an act must be again and again
repeated. The Christian's life is throughout a life of
faith; by whatever his pathway may be distinguished,
this is one of its most prominent features. And as
trust is either an essential element of faith, or its
inseparable adjunct, it follows that it is to be
exercised during the believer's whole career. Through
life and in death his language should be, "Into your
hands I commit my spirit, for you have redeemed me,
O Lord God of truth."

Happy is the man who thus trusts in Him; he will not
be ashamed nor confounded, world without end.
Reader, may His happiness be yours; and rest not
until you can say, "I know whom I have trusted, and
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am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I
have committed unto him against that day."

25. The Needful Duty

"Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the
faith; test yourselves." 2 Corinthians 13:5

We are frequently called upon to look backward—to
look to the rock from whence we were hewn, and the
whole of the pit from whence we were dug; and such
a retrospect will be likely to fill us with deep Aumility
on the one hand, and with, fervent gratitude on the
other.

At other times we are exhorted to look forward; and
in proportion as we are under the influence of that
faith which is the substance of things hoped for, and
the evidence of things not seen—we shall
undoubtedly do so; it being the special province of
that divine principle, not merely to make Aidden
objects visible—but to bring distant objects near.

We are likewise often directed to look upward.
Owing to our proneness to cleave to the dust, and
earthly things, the voice from heaven proclaims in our
ears, "If you then are risen with Christ—seek those
things which are above."

But in the words before us we are commanded to
look inward; it is an exhortation which calls upon us
to turn our attention from all outward objects, in
order to cultivate a closer acquaintance with
ourselves.

In enforcing this duty two expressions are employed.
The first is, "Examine yourselves;" let a diligent and
impartial search be made into your spiritual state and
character. But it is added, "test yourselves;" in
allusion, probably, to the manner in which metals are
tested for the purpose of ascertaining whether they
are pure or alloyed. We, in like manner, should bring
our motives, principles, tempers, language, and
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actions—to the test, that we may find out whether
they are false or true, counterfeit or genuine.

The test by which we are to prove ourselves is the
word of God. This is one of the special purposes to
which the scriptures should be applied. They have
many other uses, all of which are of the most
important kind. An excellent—but somewhat eccentric
minister observed on one occasion in the application
of his discourse, that his subject might be improved in
four different ways. First, as a whetstone, secondly,
as a /oadstone; thirdly, as a milestone, and fourthly,
as a touchstone. And what he thus quaintly said of
the special topic on which he had been insisting, can
be applied to divine truth at large. It is a whetstone,
sharpening our dullness, and giving a keener edge to
all our feelings and exercises. It is a loadstone,
drawing us from our distance from God, and
attracting our desires and affections from the objects
of time and sense—to heaven and heavenly things. It
is a milestone, not merely pointing out the way of
life—but telling us of the progress we have made in
our journey; whether we are advancing towards the
shining city, or whether we are going backward, or
standing still. And it is especially a touchstone,
evincing what we really are; whether our coin is of
celestial currency, or whether it can be said of us,
"Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the
Lord has rejected them."

Reader, dread above all things—the thought of self-
deception. How dreadful it would be—for you to
imagine that you are justified before God—and yet to
remain under the condemning sentence of His
righteous law! To take it for granted that you are
renewed by the washing of regeneration—and yet to
have no part or lot in the matter, being still in the gall
of bitterness and the bonds of iniquity! To suppose
that you are traveling to Aeaven—and yet to be
approaching, day after day, nearer and nearer to Aell!
May God, in His infinite mercy, preserve you from
such a state!
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26. The Arduous Struggle

"Conflicts on the outside, fears within." 2 Corinthians
7:5

Says Peter, "if the righteous is saved with difficulty."
The words clearly show that the Christian's pathway
is beset with difficulties; and that it is not that easy
work, which many seem to imagine, to get to heaven.
How startling is the announcement—"For our struggle
is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms!" Christian! all the armed legions
of hell are against you! And if, with all their combined
energies, they can keep you out of heaven—out of
heaven you will assuredly be! No diligence will be
lacking on their part to draw you astray, and prevent
you from ever reaching that blessed abode. And were
you properly to realize the solemn fact that such
mighty and malicious foes surround you, and that
their sleepless aim and object is to effect your
destruction—it would be impossible for you to be
lukewarm or unconcerned! "Be careful! Watch out for
attacks from the devil, your great enemy. He prowls
around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to
devour!"

And then there is the flesh, with its deceitful lusts,
which war against the soul. There is the world also,
with its pomps and pleasures, its smiles and frowns!
The world in various ways endeavors to win our
affections; or by its cares to engross our thoughts.
And saved we cannot be—unless we overcome the
world, unless we crucify the flesh, and unless we
resist and defeat the devil.

It is said in the book of Revelation, "And there
appeared a great wonder in heaven." There will,
doubtless, be innumerable wonders there. "I believe,
says one, "that heaven will be a place of eternal
surprise." We may be quite certain that it contains
countless objects which cannot fail to excite such a
feeling. But, whatever its wonders may be—to see a
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sinner there will be, perhaps, the greatest of all. If we
only think of the many storms he has to weather, the
determined enemies he has to subdue, the many
formidable oppositions and difficulties which he has to
encounter; and he, in himself, weaker than the
bruised reed, which the feeblest breath might
destroy: it will truly be a marvelous thing to see such
a one—

"Safely landed on that peaceful shore,
Where pilgrims meet to part no more."

When the spirit of righteous Abel was admitted
through the everlasting gates, it might with truth
have been said, "There appeared a great wonder in
heaven." And in reference to all who followed him—
followed him in the conflict here, and in the
triumphant entrance there—the same words could be
repeated. God grant that you, reader, may appear as
an object of eternal wonder in that blessed world! But
that cannot be unless you are made a monument of
His wondrous grace on earth, being brought out of
darkness into the marvelous light of the gospel. You
will then be even now, as was the Psalmist, "a
wonder unto many;" and especially will you be a
wonder unto yourself! If you have any grounds to
believe that such is the case, it is your reasonable
service to magnify His adorable name, who is
"glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing
wonders." All His works, which are great and
marvelous, praise Him; but His saints, with all their
powers of heart and tongue, should bless Him. Then,

"Give to our God immortal praise;
Mercy and truth are all his ways:

Wonders of grace to God belong,
Repeat his mercies in your song!"

27. Gracious Dealings
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"I know, O Lord, that your judgments are right, and
that you have afflicted me in faithfulness." Psalm
119:75

The character of the Divine Being as "excellent in
counsel, and wonderful in working," has been
strikingly exemplified in His dealings with many of His
suffering saints. Of this we have a memorable
instance in the case of the patriarch Job. Great indeed
were his trials, and the previous state of prosperity
which he enjoyed, rendered them exceedingly difficult
to be borne. And they all came upon him suddenly!
He was cast down in a single day from the summit of
prosperity—to the lowest depths of poverty and
distress. His property was destroyed; his children
perished in the hour of carnal festivity; his body was
covered with a loathsome disease, which led his own
friends to loathe and despise him. Some of his former
companions went to comfort him; but,
misunderstanding his case, they became his
tormentors. His wife also, who, it might be supposed,
as the only one left of his family, would afford him
some comfort; but she advised him to curse God and
die. The favor of all around him he had once enjoyed;
nobles and princes maintained the most respectful
silence in his presence; when he passed along the
streets the old and young stood up to testify their
esteem; when the ear heard and the eye saw him,
they blessed him. But now contempt is poured upon
him from every quarter; the vilest people scorn him;
they make him their song and by-word, and even spit
upon him as he passes by! His friends and kinsfolk
forget him, and his very servants no longer answer to
his call. But, above all, the hand of God was upon
him; His power was crushing him, and His ears
seemed closed to all his cries. Such was the state to
which he was reduced, notwithstanding his
preeminent piety; for he is called perfect and upright,
one who feared God and eschewed evil.

"You have heard," says James, "of Job's perseverance
and have seen what the Lord finally brought about.
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy." In the
season of his calamity he might have asked, and not
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without apparent reason, "Will the Lord cast off
forever? and will he be favorable no more?" But to
whatever doubts he may have given way, "the end of
the Lord" showed that he was not forsaken, however
sorely he was chastised. All that he passed through,
worked together for his good, and issued in a state of
prosperity greater than that with which he was at first
favored; for "the Lord restored his fortunes. In fact,
the Lord gave him twice as much as before!"

Christian, cherish high thoughts of God in all His
dealings towards you. Should your trials be great, still
hold fast your confidence, and yield not to a
complaining or desponding spirit. Remember that it is
for the profit of His people, that God afflicts them;
and, however hard to be borne at the time, they have
been brought to see at length that they had cause to
reckon their severest sorrows as the chief of their
mercies. They were thereby weaned from the world;
their affections were more ardently fixed upon
heavenly things; their souls were purified, even as
gold in the fire; the preciousness of Christ was
realized as it had never been before; and they were
led to live, not merely nearer to Him—but more
entirely upon Him, and also much more for Him! May
our afflictions produce such happy results; we shall
then have abundant reason to bless God for His
chastising hand.

28. Growth in Grace

"May the God of peace Himself sanctify you
completely." 1 Thessalonians 5:23

Sanctification differs from justification in many
respects, especially in its progressive character. We
are as fully justified the first moment we believe in
Christ as we shall ever be; such is the perfection of
the act of justification, that it will not receive any
addition—even in heaven.
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But with sanctification it is far otherwise. It has, it
is true, a completeness of parts, for in all its subjects
every fruit of the Spirit is found, and a principle of
resistance to every evil is implanted. Still the work,
even in the holiest saint in the present life, is
defective. He has to mourn continually over the
remains of indwelling corruption, and at times he
exclaims in bitter anguish, "O wretched man that I
am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?"

It is, therefore, a blessed thing for this sanctifying
process to be carried on, and for all the powers of the
mind to be brought more and more under its
influence. Hence our daily prayer should be that the
Lord would increase our faith, our love, our humility,
our patience, and make us abound in all those fruits
of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the
divine praise and glory.

Strange to say, some have denied the
progressiveness of this important work. "We are told
by certain people," says Mr. Jay, "that there is no
such thing as growth in grace. As if Christians could
not be more wise, more humble, more patient, more
zealous—than they are. As if Paul's commendation of
the Thessalonians was a falsehood, when he told
them that their faith grew exceedingly, and the
charity of everyone of them towards each other
abounded. As if Peter enjoined an absurdity, when he
admonished believers to grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As if
God himself mocked or trifled, when he said, 'The
righteous shall hold on his way, and he who has clean
hands shall wax stronger and stronger.™ Let us,
however, not merely believe the doctrine of
progressive sanctification—but be anxious to realize it
in our own experience. We shall thus be enabled
practically to refute such an unscriptural notion.

O Lord; if the good work is commenced in my soul—
carry it on by the effectual working of Your blessed
Spirit. Deliver me from the power and practice of
every sin—and incline my heart more and more unto
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Your testimonies. Enlighten my wnderstanding, rectify
my motives, elevate my desires; spiritualize my
affections, and thus prepare me for that holy state
where nothing which defiles can enter, and where all
the pure in heart dwell forever in Your immediate
presence.

29. Christian Consistency

"Live your life in @ manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ." Philippians 1:27

"By their fruits," says the Savior, "you shall know
them." It is not by our profession, however blazing,
nor by our zeal, however ardent, that we can
evidence whose we are and whom we serve; but
rather by abounding in whatever things are lovely and
of good report. It is by an exhibition of the practical
fruits of righteousness, that we are to "let our light
shine before men, so that they may see our good
works and give glory to our Father in heaven!"
Matthew 5:16

There are many things connected with the Christian's
pathway which worldlings cannot comprehend. Of the
high and hidden walks of spiritual experience they
know nothing. What is said of the workings of the
divine life in the soul, is regarded by them as
foolishness and fanaticism. Its internal principles, its
constraining motives and impulses, its heavenly
aspirations, its rapturous bliss and agonizing
struggles—are things with which these strangers
cannot comprehend. But still there is much that they
are able to understand. Whatever is consistent in
character; whatever is honest and straightforward
between man and man; whatever is kind and
compassionate in behavior; whatever is forbearing
and forgiving under insults and injuries; not rendering
evil for evil, or railing for railing—but contrariwise,
blessing. Such features, when unostentatiously
exhibited, excite their attention, and, generally, call
forth their praise. The manner in which the ordinary
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duties of life are discharged, is something so tangible
that it lies within the province of their own
observation. These things they can understand; and it
is of the highest importance that all who make a
profession of religion, should be distinguished by such
practical qualities as these.

What if a small band of Christians were placed in
some locality, by whom the principles of the gospel
were fully carried out; what a powerful effect, we
may suppose, would their simple presence produce!
Let them be connected with those around them by
the ordinary engagements of life—but without
employing any direct means to promulgate their
Christian views. There they are—"blameless and pure,
children of God without fault in a crooked and
depraved generation." Their hearts are filled, not
merely with love to God—but with sincere and ardent
affection for all by whom they are surrounded, whose
welfare they seek to promote in every possible way.
All the evil propensities of their nature are subdued;
selfishness, pride, resentment, censoriousness, have
no place among them; and their entire spirit and
deportment are influenced and controlled by those
noble, and generous, and god-like sentiments and
feelings which Christianity inculcates and inspires. The
holy religion they profess, would appear in its true
character and beneficent tendency, and men would
be constrained by the good works which they beheld,
to glorify God.

It was a favorite prayer of the excellent Mr. Berridge,
that he might be conducted "safely and honorably
through the world." Reader, let such be your daily
petition and request. Be willing to endure any
privations rather than dishonor that blessed name by
which you are called, and thus give occasion to the
enemy to blaspheme. And may the Lord strengthen
you with all might, according to His glorious power—
"that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may
please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good
work, growing in the knowledge of God!"
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30. The Glorious Appearing

"But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
by the power that enables him to bring everything
under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so
that they will be like his glorious body!" Philippians
3:20-21

in Scripture, the people of God are frequently
represented as looking for the Savior's appearance.
And when we think of the joys and honors which they
will then realize—the wonder is that they do not long
for that blessed hope with a far more intense and
ardent longing! How transporting will be their bliss
when, at the voice of the archangel and the trumpet
of God—they shall meet their Lord in the air, to
welcome Him as He descends with the streaming
myriads of angels, who swell the triumph of His train!
While all the unbelievers on earth shall mourn, and
smite their breasts—they will be enabled to rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.

It is true that the Redeemer has promised to appear
to His people on earth—and often have they gone
forth to meet Him in the chambers of His ordinances.
They have met Him in His house; and while feasting
there upon His grace, their griefs have been
forgotten, and their strength has been renewed. They
have met Him at His table, while, at the breaking of
the bread, He has manifested Himself to them—as He
does not unto the world. They have met Him at His
footstool, and He has sweetly communed with them
from the mercy seat. But in the great day it will be
said, in another and far higher sense, "Behold the
Bridegroom comes! Go forth to meet Him!" It will be
to meet Him, not in the means of grace—but on the
throne of His glory! To meet Him, not for a transient
visit—but to dwell forever in His immediate presence,
to gaze upon His matchless beauties, and to join with
saints and angels in chanting His endless praise!

Christian, will your /ove to Christ, stand this test? Are
you looking and longing for His return? Are you often
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asking, "Why is His chariot so long in coming?" O
should such an event, so glorious in its nature, so
blissful in its results, be unlonged for? Shall He be an
unwelcome intruder when He comes? Such He will
be—to the world of the ungodly—the language of
whose hearts is now, "Delay Your coming; stop Your
chariot wheels; we do not need You, for other
matters occupy our thoughts, and engross our
affections" But if such will not bid Him welcome when
He comes, far otherwise ought it to be with us, who
profess to be His followers and friends. Should not
our whole lives be spent in anticipation of that great
event! Should not our daily, hourly cry be, "Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly!"

31. The Blissful Consummation

"Receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your
souls." 1 Peter 1:9

Many blessings are now possessed by the Christian;
but salvation, in its fu// realization, is yet future. It
embraces the whole of what God has in reserve for
His people through eternity! Does heaven include the
enjoyment of those pleasures, which no sin can ever
pollute, which no sorrow can ever becloud, which no
time can ever impair, which no change can ever
affect, which no calamity can ever destroy? Does it
include whatever the infinite /ove of God can prepare,
whatever the infinite wisdom of God can devise, and
whatever the infinite power of God can secure?
Whatever it includes, is embodied in this expression.
If only the salvation of our souls be secured—all the
blessings of grace are ours here—and all the /ineffable
treasures of glory will be our heritage hereafter!

An aged saint was once asked by a Christian friend,
"What are you now doing?" "Waiting, sir," was his
reply. "And for what are you waiting?" "For the
appearing of my Lord." "And what makes you long for
His appearing?" "O, sir," did he say, his languid eyes
brightening as he uttered the words, "I expect great
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things then!" Well might he have said so, and well
may every true believer adopt the same language. He
does expect, and he has ample grounds for expecting
"great things then!"

In the full and final salvation of our souls—all those
great things are embraced. It is nothing less than
complete deliverance from the bondage of corruption;
entire emancipation from the power of every foe; the
body of sin and death forever left behind; the good
work, begun in the day of conviction, fully finished;
every grace, however defective at present, grown to
perfect maturity; all this, and unspeakably more, is
involved in that end of his faith, for which the child of
God is encouraged to look forward.

"Better," says the wise man, "is the end of a thing
than the beginning." To the commencement and
subsequent progress of the Christian's faith, no small
importance appertains; but the end of his faith will be
the best of all. Welcome shame and sorrow, if such
an end shall at length be ours! The ungodly world
may despise us; even our nearest friends may forsake
us; yet we can well afford to bear their opposition
without a single murmur, if we are only permitted to
cherish the hope—that our course will eventually
terminate in so blissful a consummation!





