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SECTION EIGHT

THE ANALYSIS OF THE SOUL
THE MIND

CHAPTER ONE
THE MIND A BATTLEFIELD

The mind of man is man's thinking organ. Through the mind, we know, think, imagine, recollect, and
understand. The intellectual power, rationality, wisdom, and intelligence of man all belong to the mind.
Broadly speaking, our mind is everything related to our brain. Mind is the psychological term, while
brain is the physiological term. The mind in psychology is the brain in physiology. The mind occupies
a big part in man's life because the mind directs man's conduct the most.

BEFORE REGENERATION

According to the Bible, man's mind is a battlefield. This is something unique. In the mind Satan and the
evil spirits battle with the truth and also battle with the believer. We may use an example. The will and
the spirit are like a fortress which evil spirits try to attack and capture. Man's mind is the field on which
the battle takes place and from which the fortress is stormed and taken. The apostle said, "For though
we walk in flesh, we do not war according to flesh; for the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but
powerful before God for the overthrowing of strongholds, as we overthrow reasonings and every high
thing rising up against the knowledge of God, and take captive every thought unto the obedience of
Christ" (2 Cor. 10:3-5). The apostle first told us about a war, then he told us where this war is and what
it is for. This war is completely related to the mind of man. The apostle likened the "reasonings" to the
"enemy's stronghold." He considered the mind as a stronghold guarded by the enemy that must be
"overthrown." He also considered that within this stronghold there are many "rebellious thoughts." The
apostle had to overthrow the mind of man and imprison and "take captive" the "rebellious thoughts" in
man's mind, so these thoughts would be brought completely unto the "obedience of Christ." From these
verses we can see that the mind of man is a battlefield because this is where evil spirits war with God.

The Bible tells us that "the god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the unbelievers that the
illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine on them" (2
Cor. 4:4). This agrees with the previously cited Scripture because this is how Satan guards and blinds
the mind of man. Perhaps a man considers himself to be very intelligent, able to use various arguments
to oppose the gospel. Some think that others do not believe because they do not yet understand.
Actually, the eyes of men's minds have been covered up by Satan. Since men's minds are guarded by
Satan, their "thoughts were hardened" (3:14). They were "doing the desires of the flesh and of the
thoughts, and were by nature children of wrath" (Eph. 2:3). They are "enemies in [the] mind" (Col.
1:21) because "the mind set on the flesh is enmity against God" (Rom. 8:7).
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After reading these verses and seeing how the authority of darkness is especially related to man's mind,
we can see that the mind is the part of man which is most easily attacked by Satan. The authority of
darkness cannot directly do anything to man's will, emotion, and body unless it has gained quite
considerable ground in him already. The same is not true with the mind. It appears that the mind is the
enemy's property already; he does not need any special permission or invitation from man before he
can freely work in the mind. The apostle likens the mind to the enemy's "stronghold," as if to tell us
how deeply rooted and firm the relationship between Satan with his evil spirits and the mind of man is.
Therefore, Satan and his evil spirits can make man's mind their stronghold and keep man a prisoner
through his mind. They put man under their authority by utilizing his mind. They also utilize the
imprisoned mind to transmit poison to others, and cause them to rise up in rebellion against God. We
cannot say with certainty how much of the philosophy, logic, knowledge, investigation, research, and
science in the world today comes from the power and influence of darkness. But one thing is certain:
reasonings that lift themselves up against the knowledge of God are the strongholds of the enemy.

The proximity of the mind to the authority of darkness is nothing strange. Mankind's first sin was the
pursuit of "the knowledge of good and evil." That knowledge was from Satan. Hence, the knowledge
(mind) of mankind is peculiarly compatible with Satan. After reading the Bible carefully and observing
the experience of the saints, one can see that all the fellowship between man and Satan with his evil
spirits is in the mind. One only needs to consider the temptations from the devil. All temptations from
the devil to man occur in the mind. While it is true that the devil often uses the flesh to arouse man's
consent, he always entices man by turning temptations into some kind of thoughts. We cannot separate
temptations from the mind. All temptations are given to us through the thoughts. Since our thoughts
have such an "open-door policy" with the authority of darkness, we should know how to guard our
thoughts.

Before a man is born again, his thoughts prevent him from knowing God. Therefore, God's great power
is needed to overthrow the reasonings of man. At the time a man is saved, one thing happens or should
happen—repentance. Repentance in the original text means nothing other than "a change of mind."
Because man is at enmity with God in the mind, God wants man's mind to have a change before He can
give life to man. When man does not believe, his moral nature is in darkness. At the time he is saved,
his mind is changed. God wants man first to have a change of mind before he receives a new heart
because the mind is so united with the devil (Acts 11:18).

AFTER BELIEVING

After a believer repents, his mind is not completely delivered from Satan's workings. As Satan
previously worked through the mind, he still works now through the mind. The apostle said to the
believers in Corinth, "But I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your
thoughts would be corrupted from the simplicity and the purity toward Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3). The
apostle knew how the god of this world had blinded the minds of the unbelievers and, in the same way,
how he was deluding the minds of those who already had believed. The apostle knew that even though
the believers were already saved, their minds were not yet renewed. Therefore, it remains the most
critical battlefield—the mind receives more attacks from the authority of darkness than any other organ
of man's entire being. We must realize that evil spirits of Satan pay special attention to our minds and
that they always attack us in our minds. "As the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness." Satan did not
attack Eve's heart first, he attacked her mind first. In the same manner, evil spirits want to attack our
mind first, not our heart, with the purpose of corrupting us from a faith in simplicity. They know that
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our mind is the weakest spot. Before we believed, the mind was their stronghold; even now there are
still many places that are not yet overthrown. They start where they can be most successful. Eve's heart
was sinless, but she accepted the thought suggested by Satan in her mind. She was enchanted by the
power of his subtlety to the point that her mind lost its rationality, thereby becoming trapped.
Therefore, it is useless for a believer to boast that he is upright in his motive. His mind must be trained
to withstand evil spirits. Otherwise, they will have a way to tempt and to deceive his mind, and will
cause his will to lose its power of decision.

Following 2 Corinthians 11:3, the apostle tells us where this danger comes from. Some will preach
"another Jesus," causing them to "receive a different spirit" and accept "a different gospel" (v. 4). This
means that the danger to the believers is to have erroneous teachings instilled into their minds which
will lead them away from the pure gospel of Christ. This is what the "serpent" wants to do today. Satan
will pretend to be an angel of light so that in their minds, believers will worship "another Jesus" who is
not the Lord, receive "a different spirit" which is not the Holy Spirit, and through the believers spread
"a different gospel" which is not the gospel of God's grace. The apostle told us that all this is done by
Satan in the mind of the believers. One by one, Satan turns these "teachings" into thoughts and instills
them into the mind of the believers. It is a very pitiful thing today that few believers are able to know
these matters. How many believers know that Satan gives "good" thoughts to man?

We should know that a believer can receive a new life, a new heart, but not a new mind. Many
believers have a new heart, but their head is old. The heart is full of love, but the head (the mind) does
not have any discernment. Many are pure in their motive, but not so clear in the thoughts in their head.
The mind is full of all kinds of mixture and very lacking in crucial, spiritual discernment. Many
believers truly have a tender regard in their hearts for all of God's children, yet their minds are full of
ideals, opinions, and goals. Many of God's best and most faithful children are very narrow and
prejudiced in their thoughts. They have made up their minds about the truth. They only want their kind
of truth and completely reject anything else which does not agree with their prejudices. All this
happens because their heads are not as big as their hearts. There are also many of God's children whose
minds can never come up with anything. Although they have heard many truths, they can never
remember them; neither can they put them into practice or spread them to others. They have heard
plenty, but there is no strength to express what they have heard. Though they have been receiving
truths for years, they cannot meet the smallest needs of others. This kind of people may even boast that
they are full of the Holy Spirit! This happens because their minds have not been completely renewed.

Man's head does more damage to him than his heart! If believers could differentiate between the
renewing of the heart and the renewing of the head, they would not be misled to trust in man. Believers
must know that a man can have the most intimate fellowship with God, and at the same time, the mind
can unintentionally receive the suggestions of Satan, bringing his conduct, speech, and judgment into
error. Other than the clear teaching of the Bible, no one person's word is entirely dependable. We
should not live by the words of any one person just because we are close to him or admire and honor
him. We must realize that even though a person's words and deeds are very holy, his thoughts are not
necessarily entirely spiritual. Our attention should not be on his words and deeds, but on his mind, his
head. If we believe what a worker says to be God's truth based on the words and conduct of the worker,
we are making his words and conduct the standard for the truth, and not the Bible. Throughout history,
many propagators of heresies were holy believers! Even though their heart—life—was renewed, their
head—mind—was the same as before. Therefore, they behaved in such a way. We admit that life is
more important than knowledge—many times more important—but after we have been edified in life,
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we should not neglect the pursuit of knowledge, that is, the knowledge that proceeds from the renewed
mind. Believers must realize that both their heart and mind must be renewed.

If the mind is not renewed, a believer's life will not be balanced; it will be almost impossible to do any
work. Most teachings today emphasize a believer's spiritual life (the heart)—how one should love, be
patient, humble, etc. These are surely very important, and nothing can substitute for these things.
However, we should not think that these are sufficient to make up all the needs. They are important, but
they do not include everything. It is equally important for a believer's mind to be renewed and enlarged
and increase in strength so that it becomes strong. Otherwise, we will have an imbalanced life. Many
people think that a spiritual believer should be one without any perception. It seems that the more
foolish one 1is, the better. Besides being a little better than others in his living, he has no other
usefulness, and he cannot be entrusted with anything. Of course, we do not want worldly intelligence
and knowledge. But the goal of God's salvation is not that we would continue to use the same mind that
was defiled by sin. God wants our mind to be renewed in the same way that our spirit is renewed. God
wants our mind to be restored to the perfect condition that existed at the time of His creation so that we
will not only glorify God in our living, but also with our mind. Countless numbers of God's children
have become narrow, obstinate, hard, and even defiled through the negligence of their minds. The
result is that they have come short of God's glory. Believers must know that in order for their lives to
be full, their minds must be renewed. God's kingdom is lacking in workers because the minds of many
believers are incapable of bearing anything. Believers forget that after they are saved, they should still
pursue the full renewing of their mind. This results in their work being hindered. This is why the Bible
emphatically tells the believers, "Be transformed by the renewing of the mind" (Rom. 12:2).

A MIND UNDER THE ATTACK OF EVIL SPIRITS

If we examine all the experiences in the minds of the believers, we will realize that the minds of the
believers are not just narrow; they also have many other sicknesses. For example, the mind is affected
by thoughts and imaginations that cannot be controlled, filthy pictures, wandering and chaotic
recollections, sudden loss of memory, prejudices that come from nowhere, lack of concentration,
thoughts that are stagnant and obstructed as if the mind is chained, or fanatical thoughts that turn
uncontrollably. Believers always feel that they have no strength to control their minds or direct them
according to the will. Moreover, they often find themselves prone to forget about all kinds of things,
great and small. They find themselves unknowingly committing many "indiscreet" mistakes, without
ever bothering to learn the reason for committing them. As far as their body is concerned, they do not
seem to have any illness. Yet they do not clearly know why their minds have these symptoms of
sickness. Many believers' minds today are like this, but they do not know the cause.

If a believer realizes that his mind is affected in the way mentioned above, he only needs to consider a
few things to know where these ailments come from. He only needs to ask himself a few questions:
Who controls his mind? Does he control it? If he does, why is he unable to control it now? Is it God
who controls it? According to the principle of the Bible, God does not control man's mind for him. (We
will speak in detail concerning this. For now, we will only mention it in brief.) If neither he nor God
controls it, who does? It has to be the authority of darkness who usurps the mind and brings forth these
kinds of symptoms. Therefore, when a believer sees that he cannot control his own mind, he should
know that this is the enemy's work. One point should always be remembered: man has a free will.
God's goal is for man to rule himself. Man has the authority to rule over all of his own faculties. Hence,
the mind should come under the rule of the will. A believer should ask himself if he has such a mind,
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and if his thoughts are his own. If they are not his own, they must be the work of evil spirits who work
within man's mind. The will does not want to think, and the mind desires to obey the will. In spite of
this, the mind finds itself continually thinking. This means that the thoughts in the mind are no longer
his own thoughts, but the work of another "person" who is utilizing his thoughts against his will. If a
believer does not choose to think, the thoughts that are in his mind are no longer his; they belong to evil
spirits.

If a believer wants to differentiate which thoughts are his own and which are evil spirits, he should pay
attention to how his "thoughts" come about. If his mind is initially quiet, steady, unperturbed, and
working according to its disposed position, and suddenly, an idea or a thought comes like lightning that
is totally unrelated to his work or his disposed position or is totally out of order, then the flashing
thought is the work of evil spirits. Their intention is to inject their thoughts into the mind of the
believer, fooling him into thinking that they are his own thoughts. As a rule, the thoughts that evil
spirits inject into man's mind are always something that he does not have and something that is contrary
to his usual train of thought. They are totally "new" and are sudden ideas that the person has never
thought of before. After a believer has such a thought, he should first ask if he is thinking this way. Is it
really him thinking? Does he want to think this way? Or is the "thought" itself being stirred up in the
mind? Is it something he does not want and has never thought of before? A believer should find out if
he is thinking the thoughts. If he has not originated the thought and is, in fact, against such a thought,
even though the thought somehow finds its way into his mind, he can conclude that the thought has
come from evil spirits. All the thoughts that his will never endorses, and all the thoughts that are
actually against his will, are thoughts that are not from man himself, but are from outside.

Many times the believer's mind is full of thoughts, and he finds himself unable to stop these thoughts.
His mind (head) is like a thinking machine, which has been "turned on" by an external force, thinking
continually and uncontrollably. Even though a believer shakes his head incessantly and tries to reject
such thoughts, he is not able to do so. The tide of thoughts comes like a rolling wave and refuses to
stop day and night. Most believers do not know the reason for this. Little do they realize that this is the
work of evil spirits. A believer should know what is "a thought." A thought is his mind grasping a
matter. But in an unstoppable train of thought, it is no longer the mind grasping a matter, but a matter
grasping the mind! Originally it was the mind thinking about things. Now the mind is not thinking
about things, but things are compelling the mind. Many times a believer wants to drop a matter, but an
external force seems to remind him in his mind all the time. It does not allow him to forget and forces
him to keep on thinking. This is the work of evil spirits.

In short, a believer should investigate all abnormal phenomena. Unless they are due to natural illnesses,
all abnormal phenomena are from evil spirits. God does not interfere with the functions of man's
natural faculties. God never interjects His thoughts suddenly into man's thoughts, and He never cuts off
the work of man's mind suddenly or robs him of anything. All sudden stoppages of thoughts that feel
like the brain has become void, sudden appearances of incoherent thoughts in the mind, sudden lapses
of memory in the middle of thoughts that feel like a snap of electric wire, or a continual inability to
exercise the mind or memory are the result of the works of evil spirits. Because evil spirits have
occupied the faculty of the mind, they can seize it at times and stop its functions, or they can relax it at
other times and make it active again. A believer should realize that natural causes can produce only
natural illnesses. Sudden thoughts and sudden forgetfulness are beyond the control of our will and
beyond the course of natural events. For this reason, they must be from some supernatural source. If a
believer examines all the phenomena of his mind this way, he will not be ignorant of the reasons for his
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symptoms.

The book of Ephesians tells us that evil spirits operate "in the sons of disobedience" (2:2). This is a
very important matter. Evil spirits work not only outside of man but also inside of man. If we want
someone to work, at most we use words and expressions and other body movements. But evil spirits
can do more than these. They are able to work not only from the outside, as from one man to another
man, but they are able to operate within man. This means that they are able to penetrate into man's
mind and work within him, causing man to obey them. Man cannot penetrate into the mind of another
man and stealthily suggest many things in private to him, nor can man cause another man to be
confused about the source of these suggestions. But evil spirits can do these things. They have ways
that are unavailable to man in his normal communication with one another. First they work in man's
mind and then reach man's emotion because the mind and the emotion are closely connected. They also
begin from the mind and work their way into man's will because the mind and the will are also closely
connected.

The way they move is by stealthily and secretly putting their favorite thoughts into man's mind in order
to accomplish their goal. Or they may prevent man from thinking anything that they do not want him to
think about. The Bible clearly teaches that the authority of darkness can give thoughts to man as well as
steal thoughts away from man. John 13:2 says, "The devil having already put into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, the son of Simon, that he should betray Him." This speaks of the way Satan puts his thoughts
into man's mind. Luke 8:12 says, "Then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart."
This speaks of how Satan takes away the word which man should remember so that man forgets
everything. These two verses tell us of the two kinds of work that evil spirits perform in man's mind.
By these verses, we can identify the works of the evil spirits. Their works are always to add or subtract
something from the mind of man.

THE REASON FOR THE EVIL SPIRITS' ATTACK

Why are the believers' minds so attacked by evil spirits? One answer is that the believers themselves
afford evil spirits (also called demons) an opportunity to attack in their minds. We should realize that it
is possible for the believers' minds to suffer the demons' attacks. This is proven by the experiences of
many believers. The place the demons most often attack is the mind because the mind and evil spirits
have a special rapport. The attacks of evil spirits on the believers' minds produce the aforementioned
phenomena. Parts or the whole of man's mind have already isolated themselves from man's sovereign
rule and fallen into the hands of evil spirits. As a result, evil spirits are able to think and stop as they
wish and ignore the believers' own will. Although the mind still resides in the body, its sovereignty
belongs to someone else. Even though the believers may oppose it, nothing will avail. In whatever
aspect the believers give place to evil spirits, that aspect will not thereafter obey man's own will.
Instead, it will obey another will. When the believers give any ground in their minds to evil spirits, they
have lost their sovereignty over their own minds. To put it in another way, if the mind of a believer has
lost its sovereignty and is no longer able to rule over itself, the mind is already occupied by evil spirits.
If evil spirits have not attacked the believer's mind, his will should be able to rule over everything; he
can think when he wants to think and stop when he wants to stop. He will not encounter any difficulty.

The minds of the believers are attacked by evil spirits because the believers have given place to evil
spirits in their minds. Believers are prone to give more place in the mind to evil spirits because the
mind is related to evil spirits in such a special way. These places become leverage in the believers'
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minds upon which evil spirits freely work. We should remember that man's mind is of man; if evil
spirits do not have man's consent, they cannot use his mind. If man does not volunteer—intentionally
or unintentionally—to hand over the mind to evil spirits, they cannot infringe on man's freedom. This
does not mean that evil spirits will never tempt us in the mind (such will not happen in this life). But it
means that when we exercise our will to oppose them, they will immediately stop. The problem today
is that even though many believers exercise their own will to resist, temptations still do not stop. This
should not happen; it is a proof of the work of evil spirits because it is done in disregard of man's will.

After a believer has indeed yielded to evil spirits, his mind will inevitably be filled with the works of
evil spirits. Evil spirits will work on him according to the ground he has given them. Since he has given
ground to evil spirits in his mind, they can do whatever they want in his mind. The most important
principle in the work of evil spirits is that one has to give ground for them to work. They can only work
when they have the ground. Without the ground, they have no way to work. The amount of their work
is determined by the amount of ground they receive. Whenever believers give ground in their minds to
evil spirits, the evil spirits will work in the believers' minds. There are six kinds of ground that
believers can give to evil spirits. Let us consider each one of them briefly.

A. The Unrenewed Mind

The flesh is always the place where evil spirits work. If the mind is not renewed, even if a person is
regenerated in his spirit, evil spirits will still have a chance to work. Even though the minds of many
believers were turned for a moment at the time of their repentance, it does not mean that their eyes,
which have been blinded by Satan, were completely enlightened. Perhaps many areas are still "veiled."
Because these dark places were the working ground for evil spirits in past days, the fact that they are
diminished today does not mean that they are altogether annihilated. Evil spirits still occupy these
areas, from which they also direct their operations. It is very common to see evil spirits occupying the
minds of men through sin. This happens before they are saved or even after they are saved. Even
though some changes have taken place, the old ground has not been uncovered or removed. Therefore,
evil spirits still occupy them as their base of operations.

Evil spirits are very careful in covering up their works. If a believer is fleshly, they will generate many
thoughts through his mind which are similar to his character and condition. They will make him believe
that these are his own thoughts and that they are natural. If such a person is seeking for the baptism of
the Holy Spirit, they will counterfeit the work of the Holy Spirit and give him many supernatural
revelations, convincing him that these are from God. Because evil spirits know that this kind of
unrenewed mind is the best ground for their work, they obstruct the believer in many ways, causing
him to become ignorant and not pursue the renewing of his mind. This is the most frequent ground
given to evil spirits. But if there is only this kind of ground given, without the passivity spoken of
below, the mind and memory will still not be weakened too severely.

B. Improper Thoughts

All sins arise when one gives ground to evil spirits. When a believer pays attention to sin in his mind, it
means he has loaned his mind to the evil spirits because all sins come from evil spirits. If a believer
yields to sin in his mind, he cannot refuse the evil spirits behind the sin. However long sinful thoughts
reside in the heart, the evil spirits will work within him. All filthy, haughty, unkind, unrighteous, and
similar thoughts give ground to evil spirits. Believers who yield in their minds and do not refuse these
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kinds of thought will find these kinds of thought coming back more easily the next time. It also
becomes harder to ward them off because evil spirits have already occupied a place in their minds.

In addition to sin, there are many other improper thoughts that can become a base of operation for evil
spirits. Evil spirits often inject a thought into the believers. If they receive it, the thought becomes a
ground for the evil spirits to work on. Every unconfirmed idea, every vain thought, every notion that
comes from nowhere, a sentence one hears in passing, a line in a book one reads accidentally, as well
as all the fancies in human life give ground to evil spirits. They enable the evil spirits to work in the
future—perhaps after several years. They also cause the believers to be full of prejudice, rebel against
God's truth, and believe in many heresies.

C. Misunderstanding God's Truth

Believers seldom realize that any time they accept the lies from evil spirits, they give place to evil
spirits. If we misconstrue the efforts of evil spirits in us, in our environment, and in our work by
considering them to be natural, obvious, spontaneous, or caused by ourselves, we have given ground to
evil spirits and allowed them to continue their works in these matters. We have accepted the lies from
evil spirits, and they are able to work through the lies that we have accepted. Because we have chosen
to believe that these thoughts are not from evil spirits, choosing instead to believe that these things are
caused by good reasons that originate from ourselves, subconsciously we have allowed these things to
remain in us. Though this allowance is the result of our being deceived, it has nevertheless given
sufficient ground to evil spirits to continue their work.

On the other hand, many believers misunderstand God's truth and are not clear about what it means to
die with the Lord, to consecrate themselves to the Lord, to wait on the Holy Spirit, and to know God's
move and other truths. As a result, prejudice develops in their heart, and they begin to have ideas about
what spiritual teachings should be like. Evil spirits will seize this opportunity and give the believers
what they misunderstand and what they think they know. In this way, evil spirits go along with the
believers' misunderstanding and work accordingly. The believers think that these proceed from God.
Actually, evil spirits have counterfeited God's work through their misunderstanding.

D. Receiving Suggestions

Evil spirits very frequently inject their thoughts into the believer's mind. They especially love to
"prophesy" to the believer about his circumstances and future. They tell the believer what he will
become and what he will encounter in the future. If a believer does not know that these are from evil
spirits and accepts them or does not reject them, allowing them to remain in the mind, evil spirits will
work in the environment at the right time and cause the believer to encounter the thing which was
prophesied. In his ignorance, the believer may consider that he himself has long known about this.
Actually, evil spirits have disguised their ideas into some kind of prophecy and injected them into the
mind of the believer with the intention of testing the believer's will to see if he will accept or refuse it.
If the believer's will does not oppose it or if it agrees with it, evil spirits will gain ground and work on
the believer as much as they will. All of the words of fortune-tellers and palm readers are fulfilled
according to this principle.

Sometimes evil spirits give similar prophecies concerning a believer's body. They tell him that he is
weak or sick. If the believer accepts his thought, he will really become sick and weakened. When the
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believer is in his sickness, he only knows that he is sick. Those with scientific knowledge may say that
it is psychological, but those with spiritual insight know that this is caused by the believer accepting the
suggestion of evil spirits; he has given ground to them, and they are working according to the ground
given to them. Countless cases of so-called natural illness and so-called psychological activity are the
work of evil spirits who work through the ground given to them by man. If a believer does not resist all
the thoughts that come from evil spirits, they will work according to the thoughts they have given to the
believer because they have been afforded the ground.

E. Being Empty in the Mind

God created a mind for man; it was not meant to fall into disuse. From the beginning God wanted man
to hear the word and understand it (Matt. 13:23). From the beginning God wanted man to use his mind
to receive His word. This word would then reach from the mind to his love, his will, and his spirit.
Therefore, an active mind is a barrier to the work of evil spirits. Consequently, the biggest goal of evil
spirits is to make a believer's mind sink into a state of emptiness. To be empty means to have nothing
inside and to be a vacuum. Evil spirits will do this either by deceptions or force; they will cause the
believer's mind to become emptiness. Evil spirits know that when the believer's mind is empty, he will
not be able to think and will lose his reason and sense and will indiscriminately accept the "teachings"
of evil spirits. He will not care what the nature or the outcome of these teachings are.

Believers should exercise their own minds. However, the exercise of the mind is not expedient for evil
spirits. As a result, evil spirits try their best to cause the believers' minds to become empty. When the
believers' minds are functioning normally, the believers will discern all senseless, extraordinary
revelations and all kinds of injected thoughts; they will know the source of these thoughts. Emptiness
of the mind gives ground to evil spirits. All revelations and thoughts received while the mind is empty
are from evil spirits. If a believer does not use his mind for a moment, he will see evil spirits zealously
coming to his aid!

F. Passivity in the Mind

Generally speaking, there is not much difference between emptiness of the mind and passivity of the
mind. But strictly speaking, being empty in the mind is not using the mind, while being passive in the
mind is waiting for external forces to come and use the mind. Passivity is one step further than
emptiness. To be passive is to not move on our own and allow external forces to come and move us. To
be passive in the mind is to stop thinking on our own and allow outside forces to think in our own
mind. To be passive is to become a machine.

Passivity in the mind offers the best working ground for evil spirits. There is no other ground that evil
spirits like more. If a believer does not use his own mind and expects outside forces to come upon him,
supernatural evil spirits will have an opportunity to take possession of his will and body. Just as a
foolish mind can easily be cheated because of its ignorance, a passive mind can easily be attacked
because of its lack of consciousness. It cannot respond if it acts as though it has no brain. If a believer
allows his mind to stop thinking, reasoning, and deciding, and if he does not compare his own
experience and walk with that revealed in the Bible, he is inviting Satan's deceptions to come into his
mind.

In trying to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit, many believers consider that henceforth they do not
need to weigh, consider, or decide whether any seemingly God-given thoughts are according to the
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light of the Bible. They think that the meaning of being led by the Holy Spirit is like being dead, and
that they should only listen to the thoughts and impulses that come from the mind. In particular, they
believe that the thoughts that come after praying are from God. As a result, while they pray and after
they pray, they allow their minds to sink into passivity. They stop their own thoughts and every other
activity of the mind, in hope of receiving "God's thoughts." They believe that this kind of thought is
from God, and they become hardened, obstinate, and unreasonable persons doing many hardened,
obstinate, and unreasonable things. Little do they realize that (1) praying does not cause thoughts to
become God's thoughts; (2) waiting for godly thoughts, before and after they pray, only invites evil
spirits to counterfeit God; and (3) God's guidance is in the intuition and not in the mind. Many
believers do not understand that God does not want man to be passive, but to co-labor with Him in an
active way. They expend considerable effort to train themselves to become men with passive minds—
to become persons who do not know how to think by themselves—and they expect to receive God's
thoughts this way. Little do they realize that when they do not use their minds, God does not use their
minds either, and He does not give them His thoughts, because His principle is that man would use his
own will to control his own faculties and co-labor with Him. When men do not use their mind, evil
spirits take the opportunity to come in and control. God does not want men to become machines in
order to receive His revelation. Only evil spirits want men to behave this way. Hence all passivity
affords convenience for evil spirits. Evil spirits utilize the ignorance and passivity of the believers to
work in their minds.

PASSIVITY

Any ground given by the believers to evil spirits induces the work of evil spirits. Of all these grounds,
the most important one is passivity because passivity expresses the attitude of the will, and the will
represents the whole person. Passivity can cause evil spirits to work freely. Of course, such work is
always camouflaged on the outside so that believers do not realize that evil spirits are working.
Believers sink into passivity through their ignorance. When they misunderstand the place of the mind
in the spiritual life, by either considering it more important or less important, they allow their own
minds to sink into passivity. Then they follow the thoughts of the passive mind. Hence, it is
indispensable to clearly see the way of God's leading.

Passivity of the mind is caused by misunderstanding the meaning of consecration to God and obeying
the Holy Spirit. Many believers think that their thoughts are hindrances to their spiritual lives. Little do
they know that the real hindrance is when their head stops working or when it works in disarray. They
do not realize that the proper functioning of the head is profitable and necessary because only by
functioning in this way will one be able to co-labor with God. We have said emphatically before that
the right way to follow God's leading is to depend on the intuition and not on the mind. This is very
crucial, and we should not forget it. A believer should follow the revelation in the intuition and not the
thoughts in the mind. Those who walk according to the mind are walking according to the flesh. This
leads to the wrong way. However, this does not mean that the mind is useless in secondary things. If we
regard the mind as an organ for direct fellowship with God and for receiving revelation, we are greatly
wrong. But this does not mean that the mind should not fulfill its part of the work or help the intuition.
The intuition is the organ that knows God's will. But we still need the mind to examine and see if our
feeling proceeds from the intuition or if it is a counterfeit of our own emotions. We have to know if the
inner feeling is God's will and according to the Bible. We know with our intuition, but we confirm with
our mind. How easily we are prone to make mistakes! If we do not have the assistance of the mind, it is
hard for us to decide what is of God.
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The proper track of guidance requires the mind. The guidance of the intuition on many occasions is
contrary to reason, and we should not use our mind to argue against our intuition; rather, we should use
our mind to study if something is of God. It is a very quick thing for the intuition to know God's will,
but we need time to consider and ponder with our mind and see if what we know is of the intuition and
the Holy Spirit. If it comes from God, while we are considering and pondering it, the intuition will give
us a more definite feeling and cause us to have a deeper faith to believe that it is from God. This kind
of work—and only this kind of examining—by the mind is profitable and proper. If this exercise is
from fleshly thoughts and feelings, repeated examination will only cause the conscience to protest.
Therefore, a rational investigation for the purpose of understanding whether or not something is from
God is not an impediment, but an opportunity for the intuition to prove itself. If a matter is truly from
the intuition, it will not be afraid of any investigation by the reason in the mind. On the contrary, many
of the leadings that fear investigation probably originate from the self! The mind should not take the
lead, but the mind is definitely needed in examining every kind of leading to see if it is from God.

This kind of teaching is scriptural because the Bible says, "Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is,"..."proving what is well pleasing to the Lord" (Eph. 5:17, 10). The function
of the mind cannot be buried. God does not negate the faculty of man's soul; rather, He renews and uses
it. God wants believers to know what they are doing when they obey Him; He does not want to have
senseless and blind obedience. God does not want believers to be muddle-headed about what they are
doing. He does not want them to hear or feel something, presume that they are clear about God's will,
and then act accordingly. Neither does God want to directly manipulate any believer just to make him
ignorantly obey in darkness. God wants the believer to understand His will and consciously exercise
himself to obey. A lazy person does not want to bear any responsibility for himself; he just wants to
passively allow God to use him or his members. But God wants man to actively seek His will and
exercise his own will and himself to obey Him. God wants man's intuition to agree with his
consciousness.

However, believers do not realize that this is the right track of God's leading. They allow themselves to
sink into passivity, hoping that God will put His will into their minds. They may receive some
supernatural leading and may follow blindly without examining with their minds whether this leading
is from God. They may mindlessly exercise their members and, without a clear understanding of God's
will, hope that God would somehow use their members without their conscious effort. The result of this
behavior is demon-possession. The condition for demon-possession is passivity in man. (We will speak
of this in detail elsewhere.) When man does not use his own mind, God will not use his mind either,
because doing so would contradict the principle of God's work. The result is that evil spirits will seize
the opportunity to take over the believer's mind. Countless numbers of believers do not know that there
are evil spirits in the world and that these evil spirits are doing their utmost to deceive God's children.
If believers fulfill the condition for evil spirits to work, they will work. Moreover, they are everywhere
scouting and looking for an opportunity to come in to take over the believers. Therefore, it is a very
foolish thing to allow the mind to sink into passivity.

There is another matter that we should know about: the condition for evil spirits to work. We have
already spoken briefly about passivity. However, we must go on to investigate it one step further. In
this world there are some people who are very interested in fellowship with evil spirits. No ordinary
man would want to be possessed by demons, but these people are willing to be possessed by demons.
These are the necromancers, planchettes, mediums, and typtologists [ones who "bring down" spirits]. If
we consider carefully the reason for their being demon-possessed, we can understand the principle of
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all demon-possession because all demon-possessions follow the same principle. These people tell us
that in order to be possessed by a demon, which they call a god, their will must be completely void of
resistance. This means that they must be willing to accept anything that comes to their bodies.
However, in order for their will to be passive, their mind must be empty and completely functionless,
for only emptiness of the mind produces passivity of the will. These two things are the basic conditions
for being possessed by the demons. This is why a typtologist has to shake his head and dishevel his
hair, and continue doing this for a long time until he becomes completely numbed in his head. Only
then can he be possessed by a so-called god, and only then can the evil spirit operate. When the head is
this empty, the will naturally loses all its functions. When this state is reached, little by little, the mouth
no longer moves according to the person's own will, and the whole body begins to shiver. Soon after,
the "god" comes to his body. With those who communicate with demons, the methods by which they
become possessed may be different in outward respects. However, upon examining the principle, we
can find that the methods are all done through the mind becoming empty and the will becoming
passive. One thing is certain: if you ask these people, they will surely tell you that when demons come,
their mind cannot think (of course, if the will could become passive without the mind becoming empty,
the mind would still think), and their will cannot function. Moreover, they must attain to a state of
emptiness in the mind and passivity in the will before the demons will come. Otherwise, they will not
come.

The so-called modern-day hypnotism, which disguises itself under the name of science, and religious
and transcendental meditation, etc., which enable people to possess the power of telepathy and hear
things from different directions, as well as healing and transformation, are actually founded upon these
two principles. Although in name they are for the good of mankind, the methods of "concentration,"
"mental focus," "yoga," "meditation," etc., all require the mind to first become quiet and the will to
become passive. Soon after, supernatural spirits will come and show these ones many wonderful things.
For now, we will not ask if the ones who perform these things know that they are inviting evil spirits.
All we know is that by doing these things, they are fulfilling the condition for evil spirits to possess
them. As such, they cannot avoid the consequence. In the end, they may wake up to the fact that they

have received evil spirits.

We cannot cover these matters in detail. We merely want believers to understand that in order for evil
spirits to work on man, it is necessary that man's mind and will be completely empty and passive. Evil
spirits rejoice exceedingly at all who fulfill this condition and immediately go to work. When a
"heathen" fulfills this condition, evil spirits will possess him; when a believer fulfills this condition,
evil spirits will also come into him without any reservation.

We need to realize that many believers are ignorant of the conditions whereby evil spirits work and the
fact that once a person fulfills these conditions, evil spirits will work in an unrestricted way. Therefore,
many have unconsciously become mediums for demons and have even become possessed by demons!
Believers often try in the meetings to wait for the visitation of the Holy Spirit. They gather until
midnight and are filled with all sorts of soulish activities. Their minds become numb, and their hearts
are swayed beyond their control. Suddenly, they will begin to experience strange things, such as
speaking in tongues, seeing visions, feeling joyful, etc. They feel that the Holy Spirit has indeed come.
But we should realize that with such an emptiness of mind and passivity of will, the only ones that will
work are evil spirits; the Holy Spirit will not work. I will mention one obvious example: in meetings,
their favorite prayer is to pray with one word, such as "glory," or "hallelujah." They chant repeatedly
with their mouths single words. If we say the same word a few dozen times, we know what will
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happen: we will be muttering the same word in our mouth, but our mind will no longer know the
meaning. This is the emptiness of the mind. However, one can no longer control himself; he must
continue with this chanting. This is the passivity of the will. Finally, some external force will take over
his throat and turn his jaws to utter things which are incomprehensible to him. At this point, an ignorant
believer will think that he has experienced the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" because he has received the
evidence of baptism—speaking in tongues. Little does he realize that he has merely fulfilled the
condition for evil spirits to work; he has emptied his mind and allowed his will to become passive and
has been taken over by demons!

nmn

Today believers think that as long as what they have received makes them more "happy," "spiritual,"
"zealous," or "holy," it must all come from the Holy Spirit. They do not realize that this is the deception
of evil spirits, who will resort to any means to gain the believers. Once the evil spirits detect that the
believers have displayed signs of the typtologists, they do not let the chance pass and immediately
come into these believers. They do not want to scare the believers away. Hence, they do everything to
gain the believers' trust. They counterfeit the Lord Jesus, His loveliness, glory, and beauty, causing the
believers to worship, love, and consecrate themselves to such a "Jesus." What in fact happens is that the
believers are worshipping, loving, and consecrating to evil spirits. When evil spirits have gained the
full faith and trust of the believers, which can take variable lengths of time (in many cases, many
years), they will put into the believers things that are more obviously of evil spirits. But by then,
because of the believers' pride, laziness, and foolishness, most will not want to examine the kind of
spirit they have received.

One thing is certain (if only the believers can remember this one thing): there is a basic difference
between the work of evil spirits and the work of the Holy Spirit. Only when a man fulfills the condition
for the working of the Holy Spirit will the Holy Spirit work. Similarly, only when man fulfills the
condition for the working of evil spirits will the evil spirits work. Even if a man is pursuing the Holy
Spirit outwardly, as long as he fulfills the condition for evil spirits to work, the Holy Spirit will not
work. Evil spirits will seize the opportunity to work. Therefore, an ordinary believer need not be
concerned if he cannot distinguish between something from God and something that counterfeits God;
he only needs to examine the conditions under which he received these things initially. If he initially
fulfilled the conditions for the working of the Holy Spirit, what he has received must be from God. If
he initially fulfilled the conditions for the working of evil spirits, even though he was outwardly
pursuing the Holy Spirit, what he has received must be from the evil spirits. We are not rejecting
supernatural things. But we need to distinguish what is from God and what is from Satan.

What are the basic differences between the conditions for the Holy Spirit to work and the conditions for
evil spirits to work? (1) All supernatural revelations, visions, wonders, etc. that require the complete
cessation of the mind's function or that are received when the believer's mind stops functioning are not
from God. (2) Visions that come from the Holy Spirit are always given to believers when their minds
are completely active. Moreover, every faculty of the believers' minds must be enlivened to receive a
vision from the Holy Spirit. When evil spirits work, it is entirely the opposite. (3) Everything that
comes from God agrees with God's nature and the Bible.

Let us not care for the outward form, whether it plainly identifies itself as being from demons,
disguises itself as being from a divine source, or comes in different kinds of outward designations. We
only need to ask what is the principle behind the works. We should realize that all supernatural
revelations that are of the authority of darkness require the suspension of the function of the mind. But
if something is from God, both the capacities and faculties of the mind can still be active and not suffer



www.biblesnet.com - Online Christian Library

THE SPIRITUAL MAN: Vol 111

any hindrance. The vision seen by the Israelites at Mount Sinai in the Old Testament and the vision
seen by Peter at Joppa in the New Testament, both confirm that those who see visions are entirely
capable of using their own minds.

There is a basic difference between the revelations and visions given by God as recorded in the Bible
and the so-called revelations and visions believers receive today. In studying each case of God's
supernatural revelation as recorded in the New Testament, we see that everyone who received a
revelation had a functioning mind; they were all able to control themselves and could use any member
of their body. But the so-called supernatural revelations today all require that the recipient's mind be
passive, some totally, some partially. In addition, the recipient is either partially or totally unable to use
his own members. This is the basic difference between something being from God and something being
from the demons. For example, the tongue-speaking as recorded in the Bible shows that all the speakers
were able to control themselves and were all fully conscious. For example, Peter on the day of
Pentecost could still hear the people's mockery and reply. He could still prove that those with him were
not drunk but were filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2). The tongue-speakers in the church in Corinth
could count and know that the number was "two or three" (1 Cor. 14:29); they could exercise self-
discipline to speak "one by one" (v. 31), and if there were no interpreter, they could even "be silent"
and not speak (v. 28). They all were conscious and could exercise self-control. This is because "the
spirits of prophets are subject to prophets" (v. 32). Is this the case with tongue-speakers today? Is it not
true that they have completely lost control of themselves and are completely ignorant of what they are
doing? Is it not true that the spirits of the prophets are not subject to the prophets, and instead that the
prophets are subject to the spirits? Here we can see the basic distinction between what is from God and
what is from demons.

All that we have said above concerns the difference between supernatural things given by the Holy
Spirit and supernatural things given by evil spirits. Now we want to briefly see the difference between
the work of the Holy Spirit and the work of evil spirits with respect to natural things. Let us consider
the example of hearing the voice of God. The first thing we need to remember is that the Holy Spirit
always intends that we understand things clearly (Eph. 1:17-18). The Holy Spirit never regards man as
a machine. He has no intention for man to follow Him senselessly, not even in the matter of doing
good. Moreover, He expresses His will from man's spirit—the deepest part of his being. God's leading
is never (1) confused, (2) blurred, (3) stupefying, or (4) forceful. Whatever comes from evil spirits has
the following characteristics: (1) It enters from the outside, mostly from the mind; it never issues from
the deepest part of one's being. It is never an intuitive revelation, but a thought that comes like
lightning. (2) It is always compelling, impulsive, and forceful, demanding immediate action. It does not
allow time for one to think, consider, or examine. (3) It causes the believer's mind to become numb and
confounded, and makes him unable to think. Everything that comes from evil spirits, whether
supernatural or natural, always causes the believer to lose the proper use of the mind. But whatever
comes from the Holy Spirit is not this way.

CHAPTER TWO
THE CONDITION OF A PASSIVE MIND

It is very pitiful that believers do not know the fundamental difference between the work of evil spirits
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and the work of the Holy Spirit. Without realizing it, they have allowed evil spirits to come in and
occupy their minds. Now we want to briefly see a mind that is under the attack of evil spirits.

ABRUPT THOUGHTS

When a believer's mind falls into passivity, many thoughts will be injected into him from outside.
There will be unclean thoughts, blasphemous thoughts, and confused thoughts. They will come wave
after wave through the brain. Although a person may make up his mind to reject them, he finds that he
cannot stop the thoughts, nor can he change the direction and subject of his thoughts. The mind seems
to be like a machine; once the switch is turned on, the machine cannot easily be stopped. The believer
may use his will to oppose them, but still find that he cannot rid himself of the thoughts he does not
want. Thoughts that come contrary to the believer's will are from evil spirits.

Sometimes a sudden flash of thought comes into a believer's mind and causes him to understand, know,
or invent some special thing. It may suggest that he do this or that. This sudden thought seems to come
from the believer himself, but on examining it, he will find that it does not originate from himself.
Hence, this is also a work of evil spirits in a passive mind. A believer should reject sudden thoughts
that suggest certain actions. These are not coming from the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, if the believer
acts according to these thoughts, he will see how senseless the result will be.

We know that in this last age, evil spirits are doing a considerable work of teaching (1 Tim. 4:1). The
believers should be on the alert so that evil spirits do not give them these teachings in their passive
mind. Many believers think that they themselves are studying the Word, that they themselves are
receiving much new light, and that they themselves are understanding many things that men of former
times did not understand. But these believers should be careful because in many cases it is not they
who are thinking, but evil spirits who suddenly have given them these thoughts. Evil spirits may
cunningly wedge into the believers' thoughts one thought of their own. Since many believers are
ignorant of the fact that their mind can take in the teaching of evil spirits, they read and meditate in
their study and receive a great deal of sudden enlightenment when they are by themselves. They
consider that they have invented something new in the divine teachings and write down these sudden
thoughts or publish them, thinking that these are the result of their research. When others read about
them or listen to them, they marvel at their superior intelligence. Actually, we do not know how many
teachings have their source in the bottomless pit. Many heresies, "spiritual teachings," and
interpretations of the Bible, which divide the church of Christ into pieces, come from men who
suddenly understand certain doctrines in their studies. We should not merely consider how excellent
the enlightenment we have received is. Instead we should ask, "From where do I get such
enlightenment?" (1) Is it revealed by the Holy Spirit through the intuition? (2) Is it from my own mind?
(3) Or are evil spirits giving these thoughts to me?

When a believer's mind is passive, evil spirits are most likely to inject all kinds of nonsensical thoughts
into him. They will tell him, "You are God's special vessel..your work will shake the whole world..your
spiritual life is much higher and deeper than others..you should go another way..soon God will open a
wide preaching door for you..you should come out to live by faith..your spiritual usefulness is really
limitless." Thus, the believer is disarmed of all his weapons of watchfulness, and he lives by these
thoughts all the day long, dreaming at every moment about how great, wonderful, and capable he is.
Because he does not use the reasoning and the mind, he does not know how these thoughts damage the
spiritual life and how ridiculous they are. He sets his mind on himself continuously and fantasizes what
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his future will be.

Among those who preach the Lord's Word, some are frequently controlled by sudden thoughts. Many
preachers preach the "sudden revelations" that have passed through their minds. When they speak, they
either do so in obedience to those sudden thoughts, or they follow the "revelation" which has been in
their minds for a long time. They consider these to be from God, and they receive them passively. Little
do they know that God does not give revelations suddenly, nor does He give revelations to the mind.
Although sometimes such words can be very meaningful, they are nevertheless from evil spirits.
Sometimes when a believer preaches, many verses suddenly pour into his mind. His mind does not
initiate it, but the verses keep coming. The audience is touched. However, when the meeting is over,
the audience wakes up as if from a dream and finds that they have not received any practical help in
life. Such an outpouring of the Scriptures sometimes happens in one's private time also. But this also is
a work of evil spirits.

Since the believer has reserved some ground in his mind for evil spirits, they can give him any thoughts
they wish. Very frequently, among believers who work together, evil spirits implant, without any
ground, a suspicion or a barrier between them, making them separate from one another. Evil spirits
make the believer think, without any reason, that this man is this way, and that man is that way. He
thinks that this man treats him probably this way, and that man treats him probably that way. Therefore,
the evil spirits divide the believers. Actually these thoughts are groundless. If the believer knows to
resist them and check the source of these thoughts, there will not be so many divisions. But the believer
still thinks that it is his own thinking and does not know that evil spirits are also able to put thoughts
into his mind.

PICTURES

Evil spirits are not only able to inject thoughts into the believer's mind, but they can also form different
kinds of pictures in his mind. Some of these pictures are very clean and good, which the believer likes.
But some are very filthy and sinful and are abhorred by the believer's conscience. Whether it is
something good or bad, something the believer likes or abhors, he has no power to stop these pictures
from coming into his own mind. Past experiences, future predictions, and many other things are always
lingering before his eyes in spite of the opposition of his will. The believer's imagination has fallen into
passivity; he can no longer control his own imagination and has yielded to evil spirits who are now
using his imagination at will. A believer should realize that everything that is not produced by his own
mind is given to him by supernatural spirits.

DREAMS

Some dreams are natural, but some are supernatural. Some belong to God, and some belong to the
devil. Except for the dreams that are caused by man's own physiology or mind, the rest are
supernatural. If a believer's mind is open to evil spirits, many of his dreams at night are probably the
"pictures" he obtained during the day in disguise. Evil spirits make him see the pictures during the day
and dream about them at night. If a believer wants to check if his dream is from evil spirits, he only
needs to ask, "Has my mind been passive during the day?" If so, the dream which he receives is not
trustworthy. Dreams from God always make people normal, peaceful, stable, reasonable, and sensible.
But dreams that come from evil spirits are all strange, vain, false, foolish, and cause people to become
elated, stupefied, confused, and irrational.



www.biblesnet.com - Online Christian Library

THE SPIRITUAL MAN: Vol 111

The evil spirits can give a believer many strange dreams, some of which are very good, because his
mind is passive. If a believer's mind has fallen into passivity, all of his dreams will not be from God,
neither will they be natural; instead, they will be from evil spirits. At night the mind is naturally not as
active as during the day, and it becomes more passive. Then evil spirits will seize the opportunity to
accomplish their goal. These kinds of dreams at night make the believer dizzy and dampen his spirit
when he wakes up in the morning. Sleep does not seem to increase his vigor, because while he is
sleeping, evil spirits are affecting his whole being through the passive mind. All who frequently suffer
from dreams at night have evil spirits working in their mind. If a believer single-mindedly rejects the
evil spirits' work both during the day and night, he will soon be free.

INSOMNIA

Insomnia is a very common disease among today's believers. It is the most obvious evidence of evil
spirits' work in the mind. When many believers lay on the bed at night, many thoughts pour into their
mind. They are continuously thinking about their work in the day, recalling their past experiences, or
reviewing many unrelated things through their mind. It appears as if they are "thinking" about
thousands of things and considering what they should do, how they should do it, and what is the best
strategy. It appears as if they are considering in advance the things that have to be done the next day,
what they should plan, what kind of circumstances they will encounter, and how they should deal with
different problems. These thoughts come repeatedly. Although the believer knows that the bed is the
place for sleep, and that it is not a desk where one does his thinking, the mind keeps on turning.
Although the believer knows how important sleep is to his work the next day, and that he desperately
needs to sleep and does not want to think, he cannot do as he pleases for reasons unknown to him. His
mind continues to vigorously work and hinder his sleep. Perhaps the believer has tasted the bitterness
of insomnia for many days. Perhaps he has completely rested from every kind of work and does not
want to use his mind anymore. However, when night comes, even though he is very tired, the mind will
not rest, as if it is a "thinking machine" which is very active and refuses to stop. His own will has
absolutely no power over his own thoughts; he can only let it stop by itself. The believer cannot stop
his thoughts. Before his mind can rest and he can go to sleep, he can only wait for a certain kind of
power within himself to stop him from thinking. Sleep should refresh people. But after a person
continuously has this kind of experience for several nights, he will regard sleeping, bed, and the night
as something dreadful. Nevertheless, he cannot afford not to sleep. Every morning when he rises up, it
seems as if he has just come back from a horrible world. The head is confused, the will is paralyzed,
and all of his strength seems to have disappeared.

At such times, the believer always considers his body the cause of these phenomena. He may think that
he is mentally disturbed or that he has overworked his mind. Actually: (1) These reasons are
hypothetical most of the time and not real. (2) Even if reasons do exist, the believer should be cured
once he rests or is remedied by some natural methods. Yet commonly-used natural methods often turn
out to be ineffective. (3) These reasons are the signboards that evil spirits use to disguise their work in
secret. When thoughts are racing in the believer's mind at night, he should ask himself, "Where do
these thoughts come from? Are they my thoughts? I do not want these thoughts, and I have no intention
to have these thoughts. How then can I say that they are my thoughts? If they are not my thoughts, who
is giving me so many confused, defiled, and depressing thoughts? Who else is there, other than evil
spirits?"
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Because of the attack of evil spirits, many believers lose their original power of memory and often have
the phenomenon of forgetfulness. Words just spoken are forgotten in an instant, work just done is
forgotten in an hour, things just put down are forgotten before the day is over, and things just promised
are forgotten in a moment. The believer acts like a man without a mind; nothing seems to be retained in
his mind. He may think that this happens because his memory is worse than someone else's memory.
Little does he realize that this is due to the disturbance of evil spirits in his mind. In such a condition,
the believer finds himself jotting down all kinds of "memos," and becomes a slave to his notebooks. He
must depend on these things as his "reminders"; otherwise, he will encounter difficulties all the time.
We are not saying that a believer's mind should remember all kinds of things. We admit that many
things are forgotten through the passing of years, and even current events can be forgotten because the
impression produced in the mind is not deep. We are not saying that believers should remember
everything. However, other than the above-mentioned matters, there are many things which have not
transpired long ago, which the believers have paid attention to. Given the short period of time and the
circumstances, a believer should remember these things. Yet there is often not even a shadow of
memory; he cannot recall anything. This is not natural; rather, it must be the attack of evil spirits. For
example, it is not natural to forget what we have most recently paid attention to. Some forgetfulness is
natural; some is not natural. Behind all the unnatural forgetfulness, there are the attacks of evil spirits.
Evil spirits are very capable at taking hold of certain of our nerves at critical hours and making us
forget what we should have remembered. Countless numbers of believers have suffered considerable
hardships as a result of the attacks of evil spirits in this area. Many works are damaged because of this.
Many embarrassments result from this. Therefore, the trust that others have in this type of person
decreases, and his usefulness also decreases. Yet he still does not realize that these memory lapses are
caused by the work of evil spirits in his mind.

At other times, a believer's memory seems to be very good and does not seem to suffer from any
sickness. But strangely, there are certain sudden lapses in his memory! At many critical junctures,
when the mind should be working very well, it suddenly becomes muddled and cannot remember
anything. As a result, matters fall into a hopeless situation. This sudden lapse in the function of the
mind may seem strange to the believer. He may think that he is momentarily failing in his mental
power and that this will last only for a little while; he does not realize that this is a phenomenon of the
attack of evil spirits on the mind.

LACK OF CONCENTRATION

Many times evil spirits also take away the power of concentration in the believers' minds. The power of
concentration is different from believer to believer. But according to the experience of believers, a
variation in the power of concentration mainly comes as a result of the evil spirits' distraction. Many
believers seem unable to concentrate their thoughts. Some are a little better. If they try to concentrate
on one thing for a few minutes, they find their thoughts flying all over the place instead. This is
especially true when one is praying, reading the Scriptures, or listening to a message. Many believers
feel that their mind is always wandering. Although they have made up their mind to concentrate, it
cannot be done in actuality. Although they exercise the will to control these racing thoughts, and
although it may produce some effect for a while, nothing seems to last for long. Sometimes they find
themselves completely out of control within themselves. All these are the works of evil spirits. But
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these works occur because the believers' minds have already reserved ground for them. It is unfortunate
that believers waste away their mental power in this way. The result is that nothing is accomplished all
day long. Just as it is a damage to waste physical energy, it is a damage to waste mental energy. Many
believers today have wasted much time and not secured any results because their minds are under the
attack of evil spirits and unable to concentrate.

Because evil spirits attack the mind in such a way, believers often experience a kind of
"absentmindedness." Initially the mind is sharp. Suddenly, there is an emptiness, and one finds his
thoughts flying away to nowhere. He does not know what he is doing or what book he is reading. He
may think that his mind is on something else. However, the point to realize is that these kinds of
thoughts are not initiated by one's own will. Countless numbers of believers have the experience of a
sudden loss of hearing of what others are saying during the meetings and also at normal times. It is evil
spirits which are causing them to not hear the words which are profitable to them. At such moments,
evil spirits either cause their minds to stop functioning or force them to think about something else.

After a believer's mind has been attacked by evil spirits, it is very difficult for him to listen to others.
Sometimes, he seems to miss a few sentences or a few words. Before he can understand what the other
party is saying, he must wrinkle his forehead in order to try to hear the words. Often he does not
understand the very obvious meaning of the other party, or he misunderstands the teachings given to
him by the other party. All these are caused by the disturbance of evil spirits in his mind, who put many
prejudices into him or interpret the meaning of the words for him. The believer hears men and demons
speaking at the same time. Therefore, he either hears nothing or he misunderstands. Many believers
become disinclined or unable to hear others speak because evil spirits work this way. Before others
finish their words, they want to cut in with something. This happens because evil spirits have given
them many thoughts, forcing them to listen to them and speak what they have put into them. At such
times, a believer hears two voices at the same time, one from the outside and one from the inside. He
hears suggestions from evil spirits within, and he hears men's words without. Since the voices within
are closer than the voices without, the believer's ears will seem to be blocked from hearing the voices
without. What is ordinarily known as "absentmindedness," is in fact just the heart being occupied by
evil spirits. How many times do believers think that they have become "absent-minded," when in fact
their hearts have just been captured by evil spirits. If believers do not rid themselves of the work of evil
spirits in their minds, it will be impossible for them to concentrate their minds on anything.

Because of evil spirits' disturbance in the minds of the believers, they shake their heads, as if to shake
out the undesirable things. If they say something, they have to say it loudly in order to let their own
minds hear what they are saying and to leave an impression. If they think, they also have to loudly
speak what they are thinking. Otherwise, their muddled minds do not understand. If they read, they also
have to loudly read. Otherwise, they do not understand what they read. All these are the result of the
disturbance of evil spirits in the mind. They cannot concentrate their thoughts, and they have to do
these things before their minds can receive a little impression or know anything.

INACTIVITY

Evil spirits also work to make believers lose their ability to think. Because of the exceptional length of
time that their minds have been subject to the attack by evil spirits and because of the extent of ground
the evil spirits occupy, many believers become unable to think. When this happens, their minds have
almost completely sunk into the evil spirits' hands, and they cannot make decisions anymore. At this
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point, believers can no longer think. Although they want to think, they do not have the power to initiate
any thoughts in their own minds. There is a tide of thoughts rolling in their minds already. They have
no strength to stop these thoughts and then put their own thoughts in afterwards. It seems that the tide is
too strong, and they do not have a chance to put in their own thoughts. Although at times they may find
a space in their minds for what they want to think, they feel that it is very difficult to sustain such
thoughts. It seems that too many voices are inside already; the agenda is already full, and their thoughts
are involuntarily pushed out. We know that if a man wants to think, he has to exercise his memory, his
imagination, and his reasoning. When a believer has lost his sovereignty over these things, he has no
way to think about anything anymore. He cannot be creative. He cannot deduce. He cannot recall. He
cannot compare. He cannot decide or understand. In short, he cannot think.

After the believer's mind has received the attack from evil spirits in this area, he will feel that his mind
is imprisoned, as if he can think of nothing. It seems as if something is missing, and a kind of dizzy
feeling looms over him, making it impossible for him to produce anything from within. Once the
believer's mental ability is bound, he will spontaneously have an exaggerated view of everything. In the
eyes of such a one, a pile of dirt will seem like a huge mountain. Everything seems difficult to
accomplish, more so than ascending to heaven. He especially dreads those things that require him to
use his mind. Nor does he like to converse with others, because this is very difficult. For him to go
steadily and diligently forward with his work day by day is like asking him to sacrifice his life. It seems
that within him, there is an unseen chain which no one understands. He feels very uncomfortable within
to be enslaved this way, and many times there is the thought of resistance. However, he is unable to
escape because his mind has been bound by evil spirits so that he is no longer able to think.

Thus, the believer has no alternative but to appear to be dreaming all day long. Time is wasted; he
passes his days in the absence of any thought, imagination, reasoning, understanding, or even the mind
itself. After the mind has suffered such an attack, the will is spontaneously affected because the mind is
the light of the will. In this way, the believer passively allows his environment to toss him about, and
he cannot choose anything himself. Alternately, he may be filled with all kinds of dissatisfaction,
having no peace and being unable to fight against this bondage to gain the victory. It seems as if there
is an invisible barrier to everything. There are many things which he should do, but as soon as he tries,
a kind of impulsive feeling swells up in his mind and prevents him from going on. Nothing that he does
seems possible; it seems as if his life is filled with difficulty and nothing can satisfy him.

This inactivity in the believer is different from ordinary inactivity. If a believer's mind is merely
"inactive," it can still become active when it wants to. However, if it cannot become "active," it means
that it cannot act even when it wants to. He cannot think! It is as if something is over his head and
pressing him down. This is a symptom of the severe working of evil spirits.

Many believers who are often worried and anxious have this illness. If we check into their environment
and position, we can see that their environment and position are quite good, and they should be joyful
and happy. Yet they are full of worries and unhappy thoughts. If you ask for a reason, they cannot give
you one good reason. Yet if you ask them to get rid of these thoughts, they cannot do it. Even they
themselves cannot explain why they are this way. It seems as if they have fallen into a mud pit and are
unable to pull themselves out. It seems that they are already accustomed to worrying and have no more
strength to pull themselves out of their situation. This is the work of evil spirits. If it is a natural kind of
worry, there must be a cause and a sufficient reason for it. Every worry which does not have a cause or
a sufficient reason is from evil spirits. The believer has sunk into this state because he received at one
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time the thoughts from evil spirits, and he is no longer able to free himself from them. His mind has
fallen into a very deep passivity and can no longer act. He always feels that he is chained and full of
heavy burdens. It seems that he even cannot see the sun and does not know the truth; it even seems that
he cannot exercise his own reasoning. The evil spirits lock up their captive and put him in a stupefied
state all day long. They like to see people suffer. Everyone that falls into their hands is treated this way.

INSTABILITY

After the believer's mind is controlled by evil spirits, his thoughts become entirely undependable
because he is responsible for very few of his own thoughts. Most of the thoughts are generated by evil
spirits in his mind. It is very easy at such a moment for evil spirits to give the believer one kind of
thought at one time and give him a completely opposite kind of thought at another time. Because the
believer follows these kinds of thoughts, he becomes a vacillating person. People who work with him
or who are together with him consider these instant changes as a characteristic of his unstable
character. Actually, it is evil spirits who are changing the thoughts in his mind and altering his
judgments. We often see a believer saying, "I can," at one moment, and "I cannot," at another moment.
In the morning he says, "I want it," but in the afternoon, he changes and says, "I do not want it." This
happens because evil spirits will inject the thought of "I can" into the believer's mind at one moment.
Then the believer will think that he can really do it. At the next moment, however, evil spirits will
inject the thought of "I cannot" into his mind. Then he will begin to think that he cannot do it, and he
will change what he said at the beginning. In many conversations, when the tone suddenly changes, we
can detect the work of evil spirits in the minds of men. The believer himself may hate such a vacillating
life, but he is not his own person and has no way to stabilize himself. At the same time, if he does not
act according to the injected thought, evil spirits will imitate the voice of his conscience and accuse him
of not acting according to God's leading. Since he wants to avoid this kind of accusation, he has no
choice but to fluctuate back and forth before men. Many fluctuating works have this source as their
origin. When a believer listens to the suggestions of evil spirits in his mind, he ends up with many
sudden works; when evil spirits change the subject, the believer's work changes with it. Evil spirits
always make people think at the wrong time. They will wake up the believer in the middle of the night
and tell him what he should do. If the believer does not do it, they will accuse him. Or they will tell the
believer to change his way in the middle of the night and cause the believer to make very important
decisions at a time when the mind is most confused. If we investigate the source of these matters, we
will see that many sudden changes in events are the result of the work of evil spirits in the minds of
men.

TALKATIVENESS

Believers who have evil spirits working in their minds sometimes do not like to talk with people
because they have no strength to listen to people. The tides of thought in their minds are like rising
winds and surging clouds that cannot be stopped by the words of others. However, they can at the same
time be very talkative. Since theirs minds are filled with "thoughts," their mouths cannot help being
filled with words. A mind that cannot listen to others, which only wants others to listen to it, is very
often a sick mind. Many believers seem to be talkative and gossipy by nature. Actually, they are
probably just a machine of evil spirits. Many believers seem to be a kind of "talking machine" of evil
spirits!

When many believers are chatting, joking, and slandering behind the backs of others, it seems as if they
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cannot control their own tongues. They are very clear in their hearts that they do not know what they
are talking about. Even when they know what they are talking about, they often do not know how to
stop or restrict their unprofitable words. It is as if an idea comes into their minds, and it cannot wait for
even the slightest consideration before it comes out as words in their mouths. The tides of thoughts roll
in and cause believers to speak many things involuntarily. Their tongues are no longer under the
control of the mind and will. Many words that the mind has not thought through and that the will has
not decided to say, nevertheless, are spoken. Sometimes words that are completely contrary to a
person's motive and will are uttered. Only when such a person is reminded of his actions does he
wonder why he spoke those words. This all occurs because the mind is passive. Evil spirits can utilize
man's tongue through the passive mind. In the beginning, evil spirits just mix their thoughts with man's
mind. Later, they mix themselves in with man's words also. When that happens, his mind will no longer
be able to understand the thoughts of others or remember anything.

A believer should insure that his words have passed through his own mind first. All the words that have
not passed through the thinking process are from evil spirits.

STUBBORNNESS

After a believer's mind has fallen into passivity and been occupied by evil spirits, he will never listen to
the explanation or evidence of others in any matter in which he has already made a decision. If others
try to explain something more to him, he will think that they are invading his freedom. Furthermore, in
his view, the one who is telling him something is very foolish and can never understand what he
understands. His thoughts may be extremely wrong, but he thinks that he has reasons that cannot be
explained. Since his mind has become completely passive, he does not know how to use his own
reasoning to deduce, differentiate, or judge anymore. Instead, he indiscriminately takes in every
thought that evil spirits inject into him, and considers them to be the most perfect thoughts. He may
also hear supernatural voices and consider them to be the will of God. In his view, these voices are
speaking laws to him, and no one can make him use his reasoning to check the source of these voices.
If he has received any thoughts, voices, or teachings, he will think that he can never be mistaken and is
absolutely secure. He will not want to test, check, consider, or reason again. He will become absolutely
closed and defensive, and he will not want to know about anything else. Neither his own reason and
conscience nor the explanations and theories of others can change him at all. Once he believes that God
is leading him, it is as if his brain becomes sealed by a tight seal and cannot be changed again. Since he
does not use his own reasoning, he is subject to any deception by evil spirits and is completely ignorant
of it himself. Those with only a little understanding will know his danger, yet he himself will be quite
content. People who have been worked on by evil spirits to this extent are very difficult to recover.

THE PHENOMENON OF THE EYES

The passivity of the mind and the attack of evil spirits can very easily be detected from the eyes,
because no part of man's being expresses his mind more than his eyes. If the mind is passive, a believer
can be reading a book with his eyes, but nothing enters his mind, and nothing is retained in his
memory. When he talks with people, his eyes wander around in all directions, jump up and down, or
change direction abruptly. Sometimes this can be very rude. It seems that he is not able to look directly
into the faces of others. However, at other times, he fixes his gaze on the faces of others as if some
unknown power is keeping his eyes from moving away.
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This kind of staring can be very dangerous at times, because this is the way evil spirits lead a believer
into the state of a spirit medium. In many meetings, the believers stare at the speaker's face for a long
time, and are unable to hear what he is speaking; instead, they allow evil spirits to give them many
thoughts or visions.

Regarding the use of our own eyes, we should note whether the turning of our eyes follows the
consciousness of our mind, or whether they look at things without following the instruction of our will.
When the mind is passive, our eyes are very easily dimmed; they see strange things which they were
never asked to see. At the same time, they have no strength to concentrate upon what they want to see.

CONCLUSION

In summary, even though the attacks of evil spirits upon the minds of the believers are a many and
varied phenomena, the principle of stopping a person from having control of himself is the same.
Originally in God's ordination, all the faculties of man (the mind being one of them) were completely
under man's control. But because a believer will unconsciously give ground to evil spirits, they are able
to occupy his mind, and they are able to operate independently and without interference from his will.
Therefore, when he discovers any act in his mind that is independent from his will, he should realize
that he is being attacked by evil spirits.

Whoever cannot be active when he should be active and quiet when he should be quiet; whoever is out
of control and filled with thoughts and confusion; whoever labors without any result; whoever cannot
work in the daytime and dreams at night, whoever is restless, hysterical, and hesitant; whoever cannot
be watchful, focused, and discerning; whoever cannot remember things; and whoever is inexplicably
fearful, frustrated, and perplexed is suffering from the work of evil spirits and from things that are
unknown to man.

CHAPTER THREE
THE WAY OF DELIVERANCE

When the mind of a believer has fallen into the condition mentioned in the preceding chapter, he should
seek the way of deliverance. In the preceding chapter we could only briefly discuss the general
phenomena and could not point out everyone's condition. Since the extent of each one's passivity is
different, the extent of the attack by the evil spirits is different; therefore, the extent of the mind's
torment is also different. But when a believer sees that his own mind has any of the conditions
mentioned in the preceding chapter, he should be on the alert. It could be that he has given ground to
the evil spirits and is being attacked by them. If this is the case, he should seek the way of deliverance.

After reading the lesson in the preceding chapter, most believers will wonder why they did not pay any
attention to the torture in their mind. Is it not strange that a believer never knows the condition his mind
has fallen into? He always seems to have considerable knowledge about other things, but concerning
his own mind, he seems to know nothing. Although he has suffered much torment, he still has not paid
much attention to it. He must wait for others to remind him before realizing his own condition. Why
has he not thought of this before? Does this not tell us that evil spirits and our minds have a special
relationship with each other, and that the knowledge in our minds seem to be shallower than anything
else? Everyone who has suffered from evil spirits should answer this question.
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THE CRAFTINESS OF THE EVIL SPIRITS

When the believer's eyes are opened to see his own condition, he naturally wants to seek the way of
deliverance. But the lying, evil spirits will not be so gentle as to allow their prisoners to go free. They
will try their best to hinder the believer from gaining deliverance. Their method is to use many lies as
excuses.

Evil spirits will tell the believer, "Your sudden and good thought is of God...these sudden revelations
are the result of being spiritual...your bad memory is caused by something in your physical body...your
sudden forgetfulness is natural...oversensitivity is a matter of disposition...a weak memory is
hereditary...insomnia is an illness...you are tired...your inability to think is the result of overwork...you
cannot stop thinking at night because you have used your mind too much during the day...unclean
thoughts come from the sins that you have committed...your inability to listen to others is because of
differences in the environment...the blame is altogether on others." There are innumerable excuses that
evil spirits purposely devise other than just these. If the believer does not know that he is truly being
attacked, that he has truly deviated from the normal condition, evil spirits will use these and similar
excuses to cover up the ground that they have gained. Little does he know that the real reason is his
passivity; his mind has become blank and occupied by evil spirits. These sicknesses are the result of
evil spirits' working. Of course, we must also admit that behind these excuses, there are also natural
causes mixed in with them. But the experiences of many believers tell us that evil spirits are most
subtle. They can work alongside natural causes and make the believers think that their activities are
only related to natural causes, coming from things like the disposition, the physical body, the
environment, etc.; therefore, the believers forget that evil spirits have blended themselves into these
causes. Evil spirits love to cover up their work with a little natural cause. One thing, however, is
certain: if the cause is natural, the original condition of the man should be restored when the natural
cause is eliminated. If there is a supernatural cause mixed in with it (due to evil spirits), the man will
not be restored even when the natural cause is eliminated. All the cases, involving a person who is not
restored when the natural causes are eliminated, are due to a mixture with supernatural causes. For
example, when you have insomnia, the evil spirits may give you an excuse, saying, "You have worked
too hard; you have overexerted your mind. This is why you have this illness." If you believe their word,
you will stop working and rest for a while, trying not to use your mind at all. But while you are
sleeping, you will still have thousands of thoughts going through your mind. This tells you that your
illness is not solely related to natural causes because after you have eliminated the natural causes, your
symptoms are still not cured. Therefore, there must be some supernatural causes mixed in with it. If
you do not try to deal with the supernatural causes, no cure will be effective no matter how much you
eliminate the natural causes.

Therefore, the most important thing for the believer to do now is examine where these excuses come
from. Evil spirits are well able to make man think that their works are caused by something natural.
They often make the believer think that he himself has some faults. In this way, their works are covered
up and left undiscovered; therefore, they are not eliminated. Whenever the believer's mind has some
excusing thoughts, he must examine all the reasonings. The believer must trace the source and examine
the cause of the present condition of his mind. Otherwise, if he misinterprets—mistaking the
supernatural for the natural—evil spirits will gain much more ground. All the opinions that he has
toward his own condition must be confirmed. Otherwise, before he can regain his former ground, new
ground will have already been given to evil spirits. If there are times when he cannot think, he must ask
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why. If there are times when he is full of thoughts, he also must ask why.

What must be guarded against the most is the evil spirits' utilizing a believer to work for them in order
to protect their work in him! This is possible because some believers have been worked on by evil
spirits for quite some time. A believer often helps the evil spirits to cover up the reason for his being
attacked; he does not let the reason manifest itself or prove that it is the work of evil spirits! In this
way, he becomes an accomplice of evil spirits and helps preserve their ground—even when he himself
knows that he is being troubled.

At such times evil spirits will cause the believer's flesh to join them in their work. (Indeed, the flesh is
always the co-worker of the devil!) They will cause the believer to think that he can prevent his mind
from being occupied by the devil. The believer does this to save face or as a result of some other
reasons. A reluctance to examine and a complacency and refusal to relinquish one's "spiritual"
experience is a big obstacle to deliverance. The believer may say, "I do not need deliverance; therefore,
I do not want to be delivered. Through Christ, I am already victorious; He has already overcome Satan,;
therefore, now I can ignore Satan. Let God deal with him. I will just pay attention to Christ. I do not
want to know anything about Satan! We just preach the gospel; there is no need to be bothered about
Satan!" There are other similar words which this kind of person will say. Perhaps, he will even speak to
the one who told him this truth, saying, "If that is the case, resist for me and pray for me." This kind of
word may not be an insincere request, but even if it is sincere, he is trying to ease himself and let others
do the work of deliverance for him. He should know that he dislikes hearing about the devil and his
work because the devil's work is already in his mind. He is afraid that once discovered, he will need to
make an effort to deal with it. Is it really true that he already knows everything about the devil and that
he no longer needs to know it? The gospel not only saves men and delivers them from sin, it also
delivers them from Satan. When we preach the gospel, why should we not mention the devil? Is this
not the same as those who have committed certain sins, and who are afraid when others mention the
same sin? Such a person has been occupied by the devil and is afraid when others mention the devil. To
an ordinary person, this kind of discussion is meaningless. But to the one whose mind is occupied by
the devil, there are ample reasons for being afraid. Actually, when a believer says these words, in the
depth of his heart, he is afraid that his real condition will be exposed. If he is truly occupied by the
devil, he will not know what to do; therefore, he says these kinds of words. He wants to conceal
himself in order to console himself.

When the believer is enlightened and begins to seek freedom, evil spirits will pour out many
accusations in his mind. They will say that he is wrong in this and in that. There will be all kinds of
condemnation, blame, and accusation. These will cause the believers to be too occupied to go onward
to regain the ground given to them. They know that the believer has already been enlightened and that
there is no way to deceive him again. Hence, they will continue to accuse him, saying, "You are wrong;
you are wrong." At such times the believer will seem to sink into a kind of pit of sin and have no way
to rise up again. However, if the believer recognizes these as the devil's lies and wholeheartedly resists
them, he will overcome.

Experience has taught us one thing. When the believer understands the reality of the situation, knows
that he has lost the sovereignty in his mind, and wants to rise up to regain this sovereignty, evil spirits
will engage in a final struggle within and cause the believer to suffer torment several times more than
before. At this moment, evil spirits will again resort to their habitual lies. They will tell the believer that
he can no longer be free, that he has already fallen too deep into passivity, that God is no longer willing
to grant mercy, that it is best if he does not resist, allowing the situation to remain as it is, and that there
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will never be a day when he will be delivered. However, he does not need to fight and cause himself to
suffer in vain. The believer must know that he does not live by the grace of evil spirits! Even if it
means death, he should still gain his freedom. There is no person who is so passive that he cannot
obtain deliverance. God is always for him, and he can be freed.

When the believer understands the reality of the situation, when he knows that his own mind has never
been completely free from the bondage of the powers of darkness, and when he knows that he should
fight against evil spirits to break down all their strongholds, he will see that the weapons for this
warfare must be spiritual. Anything of the flesh will be of no avail. He will see that repeated resolutions
are not enough and that methods of training the mind or memory will not enable him to gain freedom.
Since his mind has been chained by supernatural powers, weapons of the flesh cannot drive them out or
destroy them. Very often, a believer realizes the degree to which the powers of darkness have occupied
his mind only when he wholeheartedly wants to understand the spiritual truth—not the opinions in his
mind regarding the truth—and is prepared to fight against the evil spirits to regain the lost ground. At
this time, they will rise up to guard the ground that they have already gained; the believer will also see
how muddled, passive, and slow his own mind is, and how completely beyond his own control it is. He
will also see that evil spirits have utilized many means through his mind to torment him and prevent
him from acting to regain the ground. He will see that his mind is truly the stronghold of the enemy and
that he has never fully had control over it. At this moment he will also see the methods that the enemy
used to prevent him from understanding the truth that his mind wanted to know because he was able to
remember unimportant things, but not able to understand or remember the truth. He may sense a kind
of resistance in his mind against the truth to which he has previously consented.

Now is the time to begin to fight for the freedom of the mind. Is the believer willing to be the
stronghold of Satan permanently? Who should solve this problem? Should it be God? It should not be
God; it should be man. The believer must choose and see whether he wants to fully consecrate to God
or allow his mind to become the leasing ground of Satan. Will the powers of darkness be allowed to
utilize his mind? Will all kinds of thoughts coming out of the pit be allowed to pour out from this part
of a saved person? Will they be allowed to fill his mind with the fire of hell? Will they be allowed to
utilize his mind to spread their teachings? Will they be allowed to utilize his mind to slander God? Will
they be allowed to control his mind, gaining access to freely go in and out? Will they be allowed to
oppose God's truth through his mind? Will they be allowed to torment him through his mind? The
believer must make the choice himself! The question is whether or not the believer is willing to be a
puppet of evil spirits permanently. The believer himself must choose; otherwise, there is no way to be
delivered. This does not mean that the believer has some confidence. It is a question of whether or not
the believer is truly opposing the evil spirits' attacks.

REGAINING THE GROUND

We have previously mentioned that evil spirits are able to work in the mind of the believer because he
has given them the ground. We have also mentioned what this ground is. We can briefly divide it into
six items. If we sum up these six items, they can be classified into three main groups: (1) the
unrenewed mind, (2) accepting (or believing in) the lies of evil spirits, and (3) a state of passivity. The
believer must carefully examine what kind of ground he has given to evil spirits and what has led him
to his present condition. Is it the unrenewed mind? Is it that he has believed in the lies of evil spirits? Is
it a passive mind? Or is it a combination of all three of these? According to the experience of the
believer, many have given this kind of ground to the evil spirits. If he realizes in which aspect or
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aspects he has given ground to the evil spirits, he should regain the ground that he has given to them.
Regaining the ground is the only way to obtain deliverance. Because the believer reserved ground for
evil spirits, he fell into his present position; therefore, once the ground is removed, the believer will
gain freedom. The unrenewed mind must be renewed. The lies that were accepted from the evil spirits
must be uncovered and refused. Passivity must be changed into self-governing activity. Now we want
to see the regaining of these three kinds of ground separately.

The Renewing of the Mind

God not only wants the minds of His children to be transformed at the time of their repentance, but to
be renewed completely like a transparent crystal. There is such a command in the Bible because the
believer has not yet been completely freed from the fleshly mind that evil spirits can work through. At
first, a believer just has a narrow mind, which is unable to tolerate others; or he may have a foolish
mind, which is unable to understand profound doctrines; or he may have an ignorant mind, which is
unable to bear important work. But later, he may degenerate into deeper sins "because the mind set on
the flesh is enmity against God" (Rom. 8:7). After many believers have learned the teaching in Romans
6, they often think that they are completely freed from the fleshly mind. Little do they know that the
effectiveness of the cross must be applied in detail to every part of man. After reckoning "yourselves to
be dead to sin" (v. 11), believers should "not let sin therefore reign in your mortal body" (v. 12).
Likewise after the mind has been transformed, they should "take captive every thought unto the
obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). The mind must be renewed completely because, no matter how little
remains of the fleshly mind, it is still enmity against God.

If we want to have our mind renewed, we must come to the cross, for it is here that we can have the
renewal. This is clearly explained in Ephesians 4. In verses 17 through 18 the apostle speaks of the
darkness of man's fleshly mind. In verses 22 through 23 he speaks of the way of renewing: "That you
put off, as regards your former manner of life, the old man, which is being corrupted according to the
lusts of the deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind." We know that our old man has
been crucified with the Lord (Rom. 6:6), but these verses advise that we should "put off" in order for
our mind to be renewed. By this we can see that the renewing of the mind is through the cross.
Believers should know that our old mind is a part of the old man, which God wants us to "put off"
completely. The salvation which God has carried out on the cross does not just give us a new life. He
also wants to renew all the functions of our soul. The salvation within the depth of our whole being
must be "worked out" gradually (Phil. 2:12). What is lacking today is that believers do not know that
their minds need to be saved (Eph. 6:17). They think that salvation is a general and ambiguous matter.
They do not realize that God wants to save our whole being in order that all of our faculties may be
renewed and become perfectly suitable for His use. Our mind is one of our faculties. God wants the
believer to believe that the cross has crucified his old man. He should acknowledge God's judgment on
his old man in a definite way and exercise his will to reject—to put off—the conduct of his old man,
which includes his old way of thinking. He should be willing to come to the cross and forsake his old
mind, his old way of thinking, and his old reasoning; he should be willing to trust in God for a new one.
Brothers, all of these should be put off in a definite way. The renewing of the mind is God's work; but
the putting off (the rejecting) and the denying (the forsaking) of the old mind is your work. If you take
care of your part, God will fulfill His part. After you have put off in a definite way, you should believe
that God will do the renewing for you in a definite way, even though you may not yet know the way to
be renewed.



www.biblesnet.com - Online Christian Library

THE SPIRITUAL MAN: Vol 111

Today a countless number of believers carry their old way of thinking with them wherever they go.
Although they are saved and have obtained the new life, they have not changed any in their former
reasoning, their way of thinking, and their prejudice. They merely put on a Christian coating! They still
apply their former mind, reasoning, way of thinking, and prejudice to examine, receive, or preach
spiritual truths. It is no wonder that they fall into many mistakes and cause many disputes in the church.
Just as God hates man to do His work with his own strength, He also hates man to think His truth with
his own mind. The unrenewed mind is spiritually dead; whatever issues from it is also dead. Although
many believers boast of the profoundness of their biblical knowledge and the excellence of their
theological doctrines, they are just dead to those who have eyes.

After the believer is aware of the oldness of his mind and is willing to concentrate on "putting off"
through the cross, he should daily refuse all the thoughts that are of the flesh through practice.
Otherwise it will be impossible to be renewed. Even though God wants to renew the mind of the
believer, the believer may continue daily to think according to the flesh. When this happens, God's
work cannot be successful.

The believer should patiently and resolutely examine his own thoughts one by one in the light of God.
All that are not of God and contradictory to God's truth should be "squeezed out" from the mind and
abandoned completely. Even the exercise of his unrenewed mind to understand God's truth must be
rejected completely. The apostle tells us that the unrenewed mind is full of "reasonings" and all kinds
of imaginations that rise up against the knowledge of God (2 Cor. 10:5). These reasonings and
imaginations hinder man from truly gaining the knowledge of God. The believer must break through
them. "Every thought" must be brought "unto the obedience of Christ." The believer cannot be satisfied
until every thought of his mind has come unto the obedience of Christ. The apostle said "every
thought." Therefore, the believer cannot let one thought be loose. He should examine his thought and
find out whether it is: (1) from his former position, (2) from the ground which he has relinquished, (3)
from new ground given to evil spirits, or (4) whether it is a proper thought. He should examine why his
mind is so confused and why he has prejudicial thoughts, rebellious thoughts, and angry thoughts. For
example, why do I reject certain truths without ever examining them? Why do I oppose certain persons,
based only on hearsay? Do I have sufficient reasons? Is there any intention to hate within my natural
mind? Every thought must be examined in order that every thought issuing from the old creation would
be discovered and eliminated. Naturally, this is a heavy burden to those who are accustomed to living
foolishly because their thoughts are controlled by the power of darkness, and they are wild. But warfare
is warfare, and it can never be carried out by a simple method. If we do not fight, we cannot break
through these thoughts one by one, because the mind is the stronghold of evil spirits. The enemy is real.
This has been proven by warfare. Because there is a warfare, there must be an enemy. Since the enemy
is before us, how can we be negligent?

Rejecting the Lies

When a believer carries out an examination in the light of God, he will see that in the past he accepted
countless lies from evil spirits. Consequently, he fell into the present position. (1) Sometimes he
misunderstood God's truth by believing in the lies of evil spirits which resulted in a wrong attitude and
behavior. This attitude and behavior gave rise to the work of evil spirits. For example, he may have
misunderstood God's relationship with man and may have thought that God should directly impart His
thought into him. Therefore he passively waited and accepted what he believed to be a thought from
God. In so doing, he allowed the evil spirit to counterfeit and impart into him similar thoughts. (2)
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Sometimes he believed the words which the evil spirits directly spoke to him about his physical health
and other matters related to him; consequently, his body and these matters responded according to what
the evil spirits told him. For example, evil spirits may speak in the mind of the believer that a certain
thing will surely happen to him. His will does not resist and, in some cases, even accepts it fully.
Consequently, at the time designated by the evil spirits, that certain thing actually happens to him.

If a believer examines his situation, he will see that many of the worries, weaknesses, illnesses, and
various undesirable situations that have occurred in his life were caused by accepting the lies of the evil
spirits, either directly or indirectly. The result is his present condition. All kinds of related things
happen to a believer according to what he has doubted and feared, because he has either directly
believed in the lies of the evil spirits or because of what he has done as a result of believing in their
words. If he wants to obtain deliverance, he must understand what is God's light and what is God's
truth. In the past, he gave them the ground through believing in their lies. Now he can regain the
ground and obtain freedom through rejecting their lies. Only truth can eliminate lies, just as only light
can dispel darkness. Therefore the believer must pursue after all the truth that is related to himself,
God, and the evil spirits. He should pay the price to seek the truth. He should pray definitely and ask
God to give him the light so that he would know his true condition (the truth), his past experience, how
he was deceived, and what kind of sufferings he experienced because of this deception. He should
examine where the sufferings have come from, which he is presently undergoing, mentally, physically
and environmentally. He should understand the cause of every suffering that comes upon him. Is the
suffering related to him believing in certain words from evil spirits, or is it related to wrong behavior
that results from their lies? He should examine the suffering by tracing its origin peacefully,
prayerfully, and with expectation.

Evil spirits hate light and truth the most because this takes away the basis of their work. However, in
order for a sentence of truth to enter into the mind of the believer, it must pass through warfare. Evil
spirits do not want the believer to find out that they have done many things. Neither do they want the
believer to know which one of his present conditions is caused by which lies he has believed in. The
principle of their work is always "that the illumination...might not shine on them" (2 Cor. 4:4).
Therefore, the believer must be very careful that he understands the truth in all things. The meaning of
truth is the actual condition. Although the believer himself cannot cast out evil spirits, he can set his
will on the side of truth and cause evil spirits to lose the ground of their work. He can declare, at least,
that he wants the truth, wants to understand the truth, and wants to obey the truth. His prayer and
choice should be the rejecting of all the lies of evil spirits, no matter whether the form of these lies is a
thought, an imagination, or a doctrine. By doing this, he will make way for the Holy Spirit to lead his
darkened mind into the bright truth of God. Experientially, the believer will see that sometimes it takes
several months (or longer) before he is able to understand one lie of evil spirits. He should first reject
all the ground of the evil spirits in his will and then carefully overthrow their lies one by one. He
should no longer believe what he once believed before and should gradually claim back his ground. He
should no longer believe in what the evil spirits say. They will then lose their power.

KNOWING THE NORMAL CONDITION

If a believer falls into all kinds of miserable conditions because of being passive and believing in the
lies of evil spirits, he needs to know his own "normal condition." Aside from the ground of the
unrenewed mind, these two kinds of ground that are given to evil spirits will cause the believer to
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steadily deteriorate in every aspect. His reasoning, memory, physical strength, and everything else will
degenerate. Once the believer realizes his own danger, he can rise up to pursue deliverance. But what
does it mean to be delivered? It means that he should be "restored to the original condition." However,
if the believer wants to be recovered back to the original condition, he should know what the "original"
condition is. The believer should know that there is a normalcy, an original condition from where he
fell when he was deceived by evil spirits. He should know what his normal condition is. He has fallen
from his normal condition into today's position. If he has not fallen, he does not need to seek recovery.
A believer should pay attention to whether his condition today is different than before, and whether his
condition is much worse than before. He should not want to continue with his present condition; rather,
he should want to be recovered to his former condition. He must ask, "How much worse is my present
condition compared with my past? How was I before? What should I now do in order to return to my
former condition?"

This former condition is his normal condition. The place from which he has fallen is his normal
condition. If he does not understand his "point of origin," or his normal condition, he should ask
himself these few questions: "Have my thoughts always been this confused from the time I was born?
Has there been a time when I was not this way? Has my memory been this bad from the time I was
born? Has there been a time when I could remember very well? Have I always been unable to sleep?
Has there been a time when I could sleep? Have I always had many pictures going through my eyes
like movies? Has there been a time when [ was clearer? Have I always been this weak? Has there been
a time when [ was stronger? Have I always been unable to control myself? Has there been a time when
I was better?" After asking these and similar questions, the believer will know if he has lost his normal
condition and if he has been passive or attacked. He will also know what his normal condition is.

To understand his own normal condition, the believer must first acknowledge and believe that he has a
normal condition. Although he has fallen today, he surely had a standard that he experienced before he
fell. This is his "point of origin." Now he should pursue toward this point and seek for a recovery. The
meaning of a normal condition is nothing other than a person's proper condition. If the believer finds it
hard to establish what his proper condition is, he should recall the period of time in his life when his
spirit, or soul, or body was "at its best." He should recall the time when his spirit was the strongest, the
period of time when his memory and thoughts were the strongest and clearest, and the year when his
body was the healthiest. After he finds out the best period of his life, he should take the conditions of
that period as his normal condition. This is the bottom line. He should at least reach this standard. If he
is living a life below this standard, he should not be contented. He should realize that if there has been a
time that he reached that state, there is no reason that he cannot reach the same condition at this time,
not to mention the fact that the condition at his peak time in the past may still not be the highest level
that he can attain. Therefore, he must insist on his normal condition and not be willing to go down.

When a believer compares his present condition to his former condition, he will know whether he is
already "far off." A person whose mind has been attacked needs to see how his memory and thoughts
are "far off." The person whose body has been attacked needs to see how his own strength is "far off."
Once the believer knows that he has fallen from his normal condition, he should exercise his will to
reject and resist until he returns to his normal condition. But the evil spirits will surely not sit back to
watch this kind of "overthrowing." They will say to the believer, "You are already old, and you cannot
expect your mind to be as strong as when you were young. Human faculties generally deteriorate and
become weaker as time goes by." If you are young, they will say, "You were born weak. This is why
you cannot enjoy the blessing of a strong mind continuously like others do." They may tell the believer,
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"You have been overworked. This is why you have fallen into this state." They may even be a little
more bold and say, "This is what you actually are. Others may be better than you are, but this is
because there is a difference of gifts." In this way, evil spirits try to make the believer think that the
reasons for his weakness are natural, obvious, and necessary and that there is nothing to be surprised
about. If the believer is not deceived and not passive, but is absolutely free, there may be some ground
for belief in these words (but not for certain); they still need to be tested. If the believer is deceived or
passive, then excuses that blame everything on natural causes are absolutely untrustworthy. Since the
believer is saved and once obtained a better condition—spiritually, mentally, and physically—he
should not allow the authority of darkness to bind him in a much lower position. These are all the lies
of evil spirits, and the believer should completely reject them.

We must pay attention to one thing: there is an absolute difference between our mind being weakened
by natural illness and being weakened by giving ground to evil spirits. If the weakness is because of
natural illness, it surely will cause some damage to man's nervous system. But if it is caused by the
work of evil spirits, it does not change the nature of an organ; rather, it merely causes the organ to
function abnormally. The human mind is not damaged; rather, it becomes passive and temporarily
cannot function. When evil spirits are cast out, the mind will be recovered to its former condition. The
mentality of many lunatics is first inflicted with natural illness; later evil spirits utilize these illnesses to
cause further disturbances. If there are no evil spirits working behind them, mental illnesses alone are
not that difficult to treat.

Overthrowing Passivity

After the believer realizes his own normal condition, his most important job is to fight to return to his
normal condition. He knows that he has a "point of origin" and wants to be recovered. But he should
know that evil spirits will guard the ground that they have gained in the same way that worldly kings
guard their territories. He cannot expect evil spirits to willingly return the ground that they have gained.
Unless evil spirits have no other choice, they are unwilling to give up. Therefore, the believer should
realize that it requires effort to regain the lost ground, even though it is very easy to surrender it. One
thing, however, deserves our attention. Just as our country has laws, and the judgment of its laws is the
highest authority that every citizen should abide by, God's universe also has laws, and the judgment of
its laws is the highest authority that every evil spirit must abide by. Therefore, we should understand
the laws in the spiritual realm and walk accordingly. Then the evil spirits will have no choice but to
surrender their ground.

The most important law in the spiritual realm is that everything related to man must have the consent of
man's will before it can be carried out. When the believer ignorantly accepts the deception of evil
spirits, he allows them to work on him. In order for the believer to regain the ground, he must exercise
his will to overturn the initial permission and insist that he belongs to himself, and that the evil spirits
have no right to utilize any part of him. In this kind of warfare, evil spirits cannot go against the law;
they must retreat. When the believer's will is passive, his mind also is passive. Consequently, his mind
becomes occupied by evil spirits. At this point he should declare that his mind is his own in accordance
with God's law. He should choose to use his own mind and no longer allow external forces to instigate,
impart revelation to, utilize, and press his mind. If the believer continually regains the passive ground
and uses his own mind, his mind will be gradually delivered to its original normal condition. (Details
concerning regaining the ground and the warfare will be specified in the following section.)
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In this warfare, the believer must exercise his own mind. He must try his best to do his work. He must
take the initiative every time and not depend on others in everything. If possible, he should make his
own decisions in everything and not passively wait on others and the environment. He should not look
back on the past or worry about the future; he should live only for the present moment. He should go
on step by step with prayer and watchfulness. He must use his own mind—what he is doing, what he is
speaking, and what he is. He should give up the crutch and not use worldly things and methods to
substitute for the capacity of his mind. He should use his mind to think, weigh, remember, and
understand.

Because the believer's mind has been passive for a long time, it takes time to fight back to the position
of freedom. Before he is free, many of the thoughts in his mind are not his own; they belong to the evil
spirits in his mind. Therefore, during this period, every thought must be examined one by one.
Otherwise, before the old ground is regained completely, new ground will be given unknowingly and
ignorantly to the evil spirits. At this moment, all the accusations and praises that the believer receives
are not necessarily caused by the believer's wrongdoing or good works. Mostly they are words from the
evil spirits. Hence, when his mind is full of discouraging thoughts, he should not think that he is truly
hopeless. If his mind is full of uplifted thoughts, he should not think that he is really doing well.

Furthermore, the believer should repeatedly confront the lies of evil spirits. Whatever thoughts the evil
spirits have suggested in his mind, the believer must answer specifically with words in the Scripture.
Evil spirits will cause him to doubt, so he must reply with verses on faith. Evil spirits will cause him to
be discouraged, so he must reply with verses on hope. Evil spirits will cause him to fear, so he must
reply with verses on peace. If he does not know what verses to use, he can ask God to show him.
Alternatively, if he recognizes that these are assuredly from evil spirits, he can tell them, "These are
your lies. I do not want them." This way of applying the sword of the Holy Spirit is the way of victory.

In this warfare, the believer must not forget the position of the cross. He must stand on Romans 6:11
and believe that he is already dead to sin and made alive unto God in Christ Jesus. He is a dead man
and has put off the old creation. Now evil spirits can no longer do anything on him, because the place
where they can work is hung on the cross. Every time he wants to reject the evil spirits and exercise his
mind, he must depend completely on the accomplishment of the cross. He must realize that his death
with the Lord is a fact. Therefore, he should hold fast to this fact before the evil spirits. He is already
dead, and the evil spirits have no authority over dead persons. Pharaoh could no longer harm the
Israelites who were on the other side of the Red Sea. Resting upon the Lord's death will give the
believer the greatest benefit.

FREEDOM AND RENEWING

After the believer has regained the ground step by step in this way, a result will gradually be
manifested. In the beginning, it seems that the more he regains, the more dangerous the situation
becomes. However, after the believer insists on regaining all the ground, he will see evil spirits
gradually losing their power, and that they are no longer able to do anything. When the ground is
gradually regained, all the symptoms will gradually decrease. The believer will see that his own mind,
memory, imagination and reasons gradually are able to act on their own and be used. Evil spirits can no
longer attack as before. At this time, however, there is a danger that before all the ground is regained
and before a full recovery is seen, he will become contented and satisfied and then stop fighting. This
kind of tolerance will enable evil spirits to make a comeback in the future. The believer must continue
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to claim back his sovereignty until he is truly and completely freed. When he stands on the foundation
of the cross and exercises his own mind, rejecting the evil spirits' arrogance and old concepts, he will
soon experience full deliverance. He will see that he has become once again the master of all his
thoughts.

Now let us sum up the stages from being passive to being freed:
(1) The mind of the believer is originally normal.
(2) The believer falls into passivity by trying to let God use his mind.
(3) The believer believes that because of stage two, he now has a new mind.
(4) Actually the believer is attacked by evil spirits and falls below the normal condition.
(5) The believer's mind becomes weak and powerless.
(6) The believer fights to regain the ground that he gave up in stage two.
(7) The believer's mind seems to be worse and more confused than before.
(8) Actually the believer is gradually being freed.
(9) The believer insists on his own sovereignty and regains the position that was passive.
(10) The passivity is overthrown, and the believer is recovered to his original condition.
(11) The believer holds fast to his will and is maintained in a normal condition; in addition,

(12) His mind is being fully renewed, and he is able to do in his work what he could not do
before.

We should know that the renewed mind is deeper than the liberated mind. To regain the ground lost to
passivity and the ground given to the lies will merely restore the believer to his original condition.
However, renewing not only restores one to his original condition, but brings him to a place that is
higher than the "point of origin." The renewed mind is a state that the believer's mind has never reached
before in his lifetime; it is the highest point which God has designated for him and the highest point
possible. God not only wants the believer's mind to be completely severed from the authority of
darkness, in order for the believer to be completely autonomous, He also wants to renew his mind.
Then the mind and the Holy Spirit will be fully one—full of light, wisdom, and intelligence. Then his
imagination and reason will be cleansed and submissive, completely obedient to God's will (Col. 1:9).
We should not be satisfied with small gains.

CHAPTER FOUR
THE LAW OF THE MIND

When a believer's mind has reached the point of being renewed, he will marvel at the capability of his
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mind. He is now severed from dull and insignificant activities. The believer's concentration is more
intensified, his understanding sharper, his memory stronger, his reasoning more precise, his eyesight
farther, his work speedier, and his thoughts broader. He can more easily understand the thoughts of
others. He is less bound by his own little experiences, and he is more aware of the unlimitedness of
spiritual knowledge and the need to have an open mind to accept it. All the biases, prejudices, and
opinions about the works of God are purged completely. This kind of mind can do the work that one
usually cannot do and is able to bear two to three times more responsibility than what one can usually
bear. Today, the believer's mind is not useful because it has not reached the stage of renewal. However,
this does not mean that once his mind is renewed, there is no possibility of his being clamped down by
the old mind anymore. If a believer does not continuously resist old concepts, he will unconsciously
think according to his old way. Just as a believer ought to walk according to the spirit daily and reject
the behavior of the flesh, he should think according to the renewed mind daily and reject the old way of
thinking. Watchfulness is necessary. Otherwise, a believer will go back to his former position. In
spiritual matters, regression is something very real. Even after a believer's mind has been renewed, if he
is not watchful, the possibility of believing in the evil spirits' lies and passively giving place to them
still remains. If a believer desires to keep his mind in a renewed condition and have his mind renewed
day after day, he has no alternative but to know the law of the mind. As the spirit has its law (which we
have seen before), the mind also has its law. Now we will mention a few things. If a believer practices
these things, he will be victorious all the time.

THE MIND WORKING TOGETHER WITH THE SPIRIT

If we analyze the process of the walk of a spiritual believer, it may be divided into the following steps:
the Holy Spirit reveals and makes known the will of God to the spirit of a believer; the believer realizes
the meaning of this revelation through his mind and then exercises the power of his spirit through the
will to move his body to execute this matter. In the believer's living, nothing has a closer relationship
with the spirit than the mind because the mind is the faculty that knows the things in the mental and
material realm, and the spirit is the faculty that knows the things in the spiritual realm. A believer
knows all the things of himself through the mind, but it is through his spirit that he knows the things of
God. Because both the spirit and the mind are the faculties of "knowledge," their relationship is closer
than anything else. In our life of walking according to the spirit, the mind is the best assistant of the
spirit. If we want to walk completely according to the spirit, we must know how these two assist each
other.

The Bible tells us clearly about the work of mutual assistance and reliance that exists between the mind
and the spirit. In walking after the spirit, the cooperation between the spirit and the mind is a very
important matter. "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, the eyes of your heart having been enlightened,
that you may know" (Eph. 1:17-18). These two verses reveal the full relationship between the spirit and
the mind. As we have mentioned before, "a spirit of wisdom and revelation" means that God has
revealed and made known Himself and His will to us in our spirit. Now we have to pay attention to
how the revelation received through the intuition of the spirit goes along with our mind.

"The eyes of your heart" are the faculty of our reasoning, the faculty of understanding, which is our
mind. In this section of the Scripture, the word "know" or "knowledge" has been mentioned twice.
These two "knowings" have different meanings. The first knowing is the knowing in the intuition. The
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second knowing is the knowing or realization of the mind. The spirit of revelation is the deepest part of
our being. God reveals Himself in our spirit in order that we may have the full knowledge of Him
through the intuition. But this knowledge is just in the intuition. It is only in our inner man; our outer
man still does not know it. It is essential for the inner man to convey what it knows to the outer man.
Otherwise, the outer man will not know what the inner man is asking for and will not take the same
action. How is this conveying done? The Scripture tells us that our spirit needs to enlighten our mind,
so that our mind can understand the notion of our spirit and our outer man can also have the
knowledge. Our outer man apprehends things through the mind. This is why the spirit's knowledge
through the intuition must be conveyed to the mind. The mind in turns tells the whole body and causes
it to walk according to the spirit.

We receive the will of God in our intuition first, then our mind enables us to know that it is God's will.
The Holy Spirit impresses our spirit and gives us a spiritual sense. Then we apply our mind to study
and understand this sense. In order to comprehend fully the will of God, there must be a co-working of
the spirit and the mind. The spirit causes our inner man to have the knowledge, while the mind causes
our outer man to understand. This cooperation of the spirit with the mind causes the believers to fully
know the will of God, and it happens in an instant. It may takes us a long time to describe it in words.
But in actuality, the two things are like the right and left hand. As soon as an assignment comes, the
spirit knows it in the twinkling of an eye and causes the mind to understand. Hence, all revelations
come from the Holy Spirit and reach man's spirit (not his mind). Man's spirit knows or receives God's
revelation through his intuition, but he studies the meaning of the intuition of the spirit through the
mind and then understands it.

We should not allow our mind to be the primary faculty of receiving God's revelation, but we also
should not prevent our mind from being the secondary faculty to understand His revelation. A fleshly
believer has not learned to walk according to the spirit and, therefore, must use the thoughts within his
mind to be the rule for his walk. A spiritual believer should walk according to the spirit; but he should
not negate the mind with its understanding of the intentions of the spirit. In genuine guidance, the spirit
and the mind are in one accord. There is no such thing as the reasoning in the mind going against the
leading in the spirit. The leading of the spirit may be opposite of the so-called rationale of the ordinary
mind. When a believer, who has the leading in the spirit, understands God's will through the co-
working of his mind and spirit, his rationale will agree that the leading in the spirit is absolutely right.
Of course, we are talking about believers whose minds have been renewed. But before the spirit of a
believer has reached the highest position, the mind is usually against the leading of the spirit.

In Ephesians 1:17-18 we see how the spirit assists the mind. The spirit first receives the revelation from
the Holy Spirit and then enlightens the mind. Since the mind of a spiritual man does not live by the
natural life, it has to live by the enlightening of the spirit; otherwise, it will fall into darkness. The
renewed mind requires the light of the spirit for its guidance. Therefore, when the spirit of a believer is
blocked by evil spirits, he will sense that the path of his thoughts are darkened. His thoughts will be
confused, his mind will be disorganized, and his whole being will be unable to concentrate. The mental
power of a believer comes from the spirit, and when the spirit is locked up, power will not reach the
mind, and the mind will seem to lose its direction. Therefore, if we want to keep our spirit and mind
properly related, we have to be watchful and not allow our spirit to be surrounded by evil spirits, in
order that our mind can function normally.

The believer's mind is the outlet of the Holy Spirit. We know that the Holy Spirit is living in the spirit
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of man. But have we ever thought about how the Holy Spirit expresses Himself? The Holy Spirit is not
satisfied with believers just sensing or believing that He is in their spirit. His goal is to express Himself
through man so that others may gain Him. In addition, the Spirit also has hundreds and thousands of
things that need to be done through man. It is not sufficient just to have the Holy Spirit living in our
spirit. He must be expressed through the spirit. The mind expresses the spirit of man. If the mind is
blocked, the spirit cannot be opened, and the Holy Spirit will not be able to flow from our spirit to
others. We need the mind to "interpret" the notions of our intuition so that the Holy Spirit can express
His intention through us. If our mind is narrow and foolish, the Holy Spirit will not be able to
fellowship with the believer according to His intention. We have to be careful not to lock up the Holy
Spirit in our spirit.

MINDING THE SPIRIT AND THE SPIRITUAL MIND

The more spiritual a believer is, the more he knows about the importance of walking according to the
spirit and the danger of walking according to the flesh. But what does walking according to the spirit
really mean? Romans 8 provides an answer; it is to simply mind the Spirit and have a spiritual mind.
"For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those who are according to
the spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is
life and peace" (vv. 5-6). To have the mind searching the things of the Spirit and the spirit governing
the mind is the meaning of walking according to the spirit. A man who walks "according to the spirit"
is just one who minds "the things of the Spirit" and whose mind is "set on the spirit." If we desire to
walk according to the spirit, there is no other way except to mind and search the things of the Spirit
through the mind that is under the spirit's control. This means that our mind has to be renewed first to
become a spiritual mind—a mind governed by the spirit. Through a renewed mind, one can pay
attention to all the things of the Spirit—the activities of the Spirit. In this way, we can walk according
to the spirit.

We also can see from these verses how the mind relates to the spirit. "For those who are according to
the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those who are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit."
The human mind can mind either the things of the flesh or the things of the Spirit. Our mind (soul) is
standing between the spirit and the flesh (here we refer to it as the body). Whatever the mind is
minding, that is what we will walk after. If the mind is minding the flesh, we will walk according to the
flesh; if the mind is minding the Spirit, we will walk according to the spirit. Therefore, we do not need
to ask if we are walking according to the spirit; we only need to ask if we are minding the Spirit, paying
attention to the Spirit, and searching the activities of the Spirit. There is no such a thing as "minding"
the things of the flesh, while "walking" according to the spirit. Whatever your mind is minding must be
what you are walking after. This is unchangeable. In our daily life, what is our mind thinking about,
paying attention to, and setting itself on? What are we paying attention and submitting to? Are we
minding the spirit or the flesh? Minding the things of the Spirit will cause us to become spiritual men;
minding the things of the flesh will cause us to become fleshly men. If our mind is not under the
governing of the spirit, it is under the governing of the flesh. If it is not being governed by what is
heavenly, it is being governed by what is earthly. If it is not being governed by what is from above, it is
being governed by what is from below. The result of walking according to the spirit is to live in life and
peace. If a believer is minding and walking according to the flesh, he will live in "death." Whatever he
does or says will be of no spiritual value but will be altogether of death, because all that he has, in the
eyes of God, comes from the flesh, which has no spiritual life. A believer may have life yet at the same
time be living in "death."
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Why is minding the things of the Spirit so important in a life of walking according to the spirit? It is
important because this is the biggest prerequisite for us to receive the leading in the spirit. Many
believers wish that God would make arrangements for them and lead them (through circumstances), but
they do not mind their spirit or pay any attention to the activities of their spirit. Many times the
indwelling Holy Spirit has already guided us in our spirit, but we are unable to be clear about His
guidance because our mind is so dull and foolish. Many times the Holy Spirit has revealed something
to our spirit, but the sensation of the spirit is neglected because our mind is not paying attention to the
activities of the spirit, or perhaps it is minding thousands of other things. At other times our spirit is not
wrong, but our mind is wrong, and we still are not able to walk according to the spirit. The notion that
the spirit expresses through the intuition is fine, quiet, and tender. If we are not constantly minding the
things of the spirit, how can we know the intention of the spirit and walk after it? Our mind should be
as a watchman; it should always be minding, comprehending, and understanding the intention of the
spirit so that our outer man may be fully submissive.

All the guidance of God comes by the revelation of His will through the tender feelings. He never uses
overwhelming, drowning, or other feelings to overpower us or force us to submit to Him. He always
gives us the opportunity to choose. All behavior of the believers that seems to be coerced is not from
God. Only the evil spirits work in this manner. Therefore, we should not just look for the guidance of
the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit will not work if we have not fulfilled the conditions for the Holy Spirit
to work. Before the Holy Spirit will guide us, our spirit and mind must work actively together with the
Holy Spirit. We should not struggle vainly to walk according to the spirit. As long as we apply our
spirit to work together with the Holy Spirit and apply our mind to pay attention to all the activities
within the spirit, we will be walking according to the spirit.

THE OPENING OF THE MIND

Besides revealing the truth directly to us, God often (in fact most of the time) conveys the truth to us
through His other children. This kind of truth is first accepted by our mind, and then it reaches our
spirit. We use our mind to contact the speaking and writing of others. If we did not have a mind, it
would be impossible for the truth to reach our life. Therefore, an opened mind is very crucial to our
spiritual life. If our mind is fully occupied with opinions, whether they are about the truth or about the
person who preaches the truth, there will be no way for the truth to enter into our mind or life. If
believers have determined beforehand what kind of teaching they are going to read or listen to, it is no
wonder that they do not get much help.

Believers have to know the process through which the truth is translated into life before they see the
importance of an opened mind. The truth is first realized in our mind, then it enters into our spirit and
touches our spirit. Finally, it is manifested in our living. A closed mind hinders the truth from reaching
the spirit. A closed mind means a mind occupied with opinions. Whatever disagrees with its thoughts is
opposed and criticized. Its opinion becomes the standard for all truth. Anything that does not agree with
its concept is not regarded as the truth. This kind of mind gives no chance for many of God's truths to
come in. As a result, the believers cannot help but suffer loss in the matter of life. Experienced
believers can all testify to the importance of an opened mind with regard to the revelation of the truth.
Many times we do not have understanding because we do not have an opened mind, not because the
truth is not preached to us. Sometimes God has to wait for many years before He can cause us to
remove all the hindrances and receive His truth. An opened mind in conjunction with an opened spirit
is very helpful for believers to grow in the truth.
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Even though the truth may seem foggy in the mind at times, as long as it remains open, the believer
will see the preciousness of the truth when the light of the spirit comes. Many times a believer receives
a truth which seems meaningless. But after a while, the light of the spirit comes in, and the believer
seems to understand everything, and sees the intrinsic content of the truth. Outwardly he may not be
able to put it in words, yet inwardly, there is an unspeakable understanding. An opened mind opens the
way for the truth to enter in. Yet without the enlightening of the spirit, it will remain useless.

THE RULING OF THE MIND

Every part of a believer's being needs to be kept under control. The same is true with the mind. This
should not be ignored even after the mind has been renewed. We must never allow our mind to be as
free as it wishes. Otherwise, evil spirits will come and take it over again. We need to realize that our
thoughts are the seeds of our conduct. If we are not careful in our thoughts, it will not be long before
we fall into sin. After the seed of a thought has been planted, we do not know when it will grow, but
sooner or later it will grow. If we carefully trace all the intentional or unintentional transgressions we
have committed, we will always find that they were the fruit of previous thoughts. If we let a sinful
thought remain in our head without getting rid of it, some time later, even years later, it will become a
sinful act. For example, if we have a bad thought about a brother and do not remove it immediately, it
will bear fruit, even though we know that it is wrong and have asked God for forgiveness! All improper
thoughts will certainly produce improper conduct. Therefore, believers can ill-afford not to deal
thoroughly with all their thoughts. If a person cannot keep his thoughts under control, he will find out
that he is not able to control anything. This is why Peter said, "Girding up the loins of your mind" (1
Pet. 1:13). This means that we need to control our thoughts and not let them run wild.

God's purpose is to bring "every thought unto the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). Therefore,
believers should consider every one of their thoughts under the light of God. We should not allow any
thought to run away from our jurisdiction or escape our attention. Every kind of thought has to go
through our own examination and be under our own control.

While we are controlling our thoughts, we should make certain that no improper thoughts remain. All
improper thoughts should be driven out.

A believer should not let his mind become lazy. This means that he has to apply his thoughts to
everything. He should be a spiritual person with a full consciousness, not allowing his thoughts to
remain stagnant or become loose. If he does, evil spirits will seize the opportunity for their work. His
mind should not be lazy and without any work. It should always be active. Even after he receives a
revelation in his spirit, he still should exercise his thought (mind). Do not think that after he has a
revelation in his spirit he can act accordingly. He must apply his mind to examine and consider what he
is about to do and find out if there is still any self-intention, anything not according to God, and
anything that proceeds from the flesh. Is his behavior fully according to the spirit and fully according to
God's timing, or is there still something from the self? This kind of consideration will help the spirit to
further brighten the revelation in the intuition. If it is not God's revelation, it will be exposed. A mind
centered on the self will prevent us from realizing God's will. It is very helpful to disregard our
thoughts that are centered on the self. God does not want us to follow blindly. He wants us to
apprehend His will clearly. Anything which is not thoroughly apprehended is not reliable.

When the mind is working, believers should be careful not to let it work alone. This means that it
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should not work apart from the ruling of the spirit. When the mind does not hold its own opinion, it
helps the believers know the will of God more clearly. But when it becomes independent, it expresses
the fallen flesh. For example, many Bible studies are simply pursuits of men's own minds according to
their own thoughts and by their own strength. Many people just understand the truth in their mind! This
kind of independent action of the mind is very dangerous because this kind of knowledge will just
provide more information to one's mind for his thinking and more of a basis for his boasting; however,
it will have no effect at all on his life. Believers should do their best to reject all truths that have only
been comprehended with their mind. This kind of comprehension will give Satan ground to work.
Believers have to awaken to the fact that any knowledge, secured by the mind alone, provides a way for
the devil to work. This kind of craving has to be restrained.

The mind should work; it should also rest. If believers allow their mind to work without rest, it will
become sick just as their physical body would. Believers must restrain the work of the mind and not
allow it to become overactive and beyond control. Elijah's failure under the juniper tree was because
his mind had been overworked (1 Kings 19:4).

Believers should keep the mind always in the peace of God. "You will keep the steadfast of mind/In
perfect peace / Because he trusts in You" (Isa. 26:3). A restless mind is a mind that is frequently
disturbed. This kind of mind will hurt both the spiritual life and the spiritual work. It will lead believers
into a countless number of wrong pathways. A restless mind cannot work according to its normal
condition. This is why the apostle Paul taught the believers not to allow any anxious thoughts to remain
in them (Phil. 4:6). Once such a thought comes in, it should be turned over to God. Then the peace of
God will keep their hearts and thoughts (v. 7). The apostle also exhorted the believers to let their mind
do some work and not stay idle. He said, "Finally, brothers, what things are true, what things are
dignified, what things are righteous, what things are pure, what things are lovely, what things are well
spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take account of these things" (v. 8).

The mind should not be dominated by the emotional life. We should work by faith, understanding its
principle, and be quiet and restful in God. This is what "sobermindedness" means (2 Tim. 1:7).
Believers should no longer depend on "voices," "visions," or "lights" as the base of their guidance.
Rather, they should simply follow the intuition in the spirit. They should not seek after a feeling in the
emotion or use any outward stimulation, encouragement, or promise to keep them working; they should
only depend on God's principle of right or wrong to determine everything.

The mind also should be kept in humility. Haughty thoughts are very prone to bring believers into
error. All thoughts of self-justification, self-boasting, and self- satisfaction cause the mind to think
improperly. Many are not lacking in knowledge; however, they are deceived by themselves and
become confused because their mind is too haughty, and they care too much for themselves. Therefore,
whosoever truly desires to serve the Lord must have "all humility of mind" (Acts 20:19, KJV).
Believers should discard all of their self-deceiving thoughts and realize the position that God has
arranged for them in the Body of Christ.

A MIND FILLED WITH THE WORD OF GOD

God said, "I will impart My laws into their mind" (Heb. 8:10). We need to read the Scripture more and
memorize the Scripture more so that we do not have to search the Bible in times of urgent need. If we
read the Scripture, God will fill our every thought with His law. When we need light for our walk, we
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will remember a word in the Scripture immediately. Many believers do not like to read the Bible with
their mind; they just like to flip through the Bible arbitrarily after praying and take whatever they find
as being from God. They do not realize that this is very unreliable. If our mind is filled with the Word
of God, the Holy Spirit will enlighten our mind in an instant through the intuition and cause us to recall
an appropriate verse which will show us what to do. We do not need any man to tell us not to steal
because we know that this is in the Word of God. This word is already in our mind. If we can be one
with the Bible in this way in other matters, we will know God's will in all things.

A CALL FOR A PURIFIED MIND

Believers should continually ask God to purify their mind and keep it fresh. We should ask God to
wash out all our bad thoughts and vain imaginations toward God so that what we believe will be fully
in accordance with the eternal will of God. We should ask God not only to make us think about Him,
but also to make us think about Him in the right way. We should ask God not to let any thought issue
from our evil nature. If there is any such thought, we should ask that God's light shine upon it and
terminate it immediately. We should ask God to keep us from coming up with any special doctrines
according to our old concepts, which would divide the church of God. We also should ask God to keep
us from accepting, through the mind, any special teachings that would separate us from the other
children of God. We should ask God to cause us to have the same mind as others, waiting patiently in
any matter that we have not arrived at a oneness of mind with others. We should ask God to keep us
from using the new life to sustain a wrong thought or teachings that proceed from such thoughts. We
should ask God to help us die not only to our evil nature, but also to our evil thoughts. We should ask
God not to allow our thoughts to be the cause of division in the Body of Christ. We should ask God to
keep us from being deceived again. We should ask God to cause all of His children to live by Him so
that they will no longer be scattered, damaging one another and wandering about, and so that they will
all have the same mind as well as the same life.

SECTION NINE
THE ANALYSIS OF THE SOUL

THE WILL

CHAPTER ONE
THE BELIEVER'S WILL

Man's will is the organ with which man makes decisions. Our willingness or unwillingness, our
wanting or not wanting, and our deciding or not deciding are all the functions of our will. The will of
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man is his "rudder." As a ship turns according to the rudder, a man moves according to his will.

Man's will can be said to be his true self, the man himself, because the will represents the man. All the
actions of the will are actually the actions of this "man." When we say, "I am willing," we actually
mean that our will is willing. When we say, "I want this" or "I decided to do this," it means our will
wants it, or that our will decided it. The function of the will is to express the intention of our whole
being. The emotion is only what we feel, the mind is only what we think, but the will is what we want.
Hence, the will is the most important part of our whole being. Man's will is deeper than his emotion
and mind. Therefore, when a believer pursues after the spiritual life, he has to pay attention to the will.

Many are misled to think that "religion" (using this word for the time being) is only a matter of the
emotion, and that its only purpose is to make man's emotion comfortable and happy. There are others
who think that "religion" should fit in with reason (mind), and that it should not be too slanted toward
the emotion. Only a rational religion is believable to them. Little do they know that the real "religion"
is neither for the emotion or the mind, but for man to obtain life in the spirit and to bring man's will into
subjection to the will of God. If all our experiences do not bring us to the point where we willingly
receive all the will of God, they are but very shallow. If the spiritual life of the believers does not find
much expression in the will, what good does it do? In such a case, the will, which represents the self,
remains the same.

The true way of salvation is to save a man's will. Whatever is not deep enough to save a man's will is
vanity. All the wonderful feelings and clear thoughts are only external. A man can obtain happiness,
comfort, and peace by believing in God. He can also understand the mysteries of God and have high,
wonderful knowledge. Yet he still does not have the deepest union with God. Apart from the union of
the will with God, there is no other union in this world. Therefore, after a believer has obtained life, in
addition to his intuition, he should pay attention to his will.

FREE WILL

In speaking about man and man's will, we should always keep in mind that, as human beings, we have
a free will. This means that man is self-governed; man has an independent will. Whatever is not
approved by him cannot be forced upon him, and whatever he opposes cannot be pressed upon him.
Having a free will means that man has his own opinion. Man is not a machine to be maneuvered by
others. All the actions of a man are controlled by himself. Within man there is a will. This will controls
the things within and without. Man is not like a machine to be controlled by any power from outside.
Within man there are governing principles that decide man's conduct for him.

This was the condition at the time of God's creation of man. God created a man, not a machine. God
told him, "Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen. 2:16-
17). In these verses we can only see God's command with persuasion and prohibition, but without
compulsion. If Adam would have been willing to obey and not eat, it would have been Adam who so
willed. When Adam became disobedient and ate, there was no way for God to stop him. This is free
will. God put the responsibility of eating or not eating on man and allowed man to choose according to
his free will. God did not create an Adam who could not sin, who could not disobey, or who could not
steal. This would have made man a machine. God could advise, prohibit, and command, but the
responsibility to obey was upon man. Because of His love, God cannot help but command in advance.
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But because of His righteousness, God will not force man to do anything that he is not willing to do. If
man wants to obey God, it must be man himself who is willing; God will not force him. God may use
many ways to make man willing, but unless man consents, God will not do anything to force him.

This is a very important principle. As we will see later, God's work never goes against this principle,
even though the work of evil spirits' does. Therefore, we can differentiate what is of God and what is
not.

THE FALL AND SALVATION

Man fell. This fall did great damage to man's free will. In the universe, on that day, it can be said that
there were two great opposing wills. On the one hand, there was the holy, good will of God; on the
other hand, there was the filthy, rebellious will of Satan. Between these two wills, there was the
autonomous, independent, free will of man. When man listened to the word of the devil and disobeyed
God, it seemed that he was answering God's will with an eternal "no" and answering the devil's will
with an eternal "yes." Man's will became the slave of the devil after the fall because he exercised his
own will to choose the devil's will. All of his activities became subject to the will of the devil. As long
as man does not overthrow this initial surrender, his will is bound by the devil.

In man's fall, his position and condition became totally of the flesh. This flesh is corrupt to the
uttermost. Hence, man's will, like his other faculties, is controlled by the flesh. In this dark situation,
nothing that issues from man's will can please God. Even if man wants to seek after God, his activities
remain in the realm of the flesh; they have no spiritual value. When he is in this condition, he can serve
God in many ways according to his own ideas, but all these are merely "self- imposed" means of
worshipping (Col. 2:23), and they are unacceptable to God.

Unless man receives God's new life and serves God in this new life, his activities are of the flesh no
matter how he serves. Even if he has the intention to work for God and suffer for God, it is altogether
vain. If man is not saved, his will may aspire for the high things; it may be toward good and toward
God, but it is still useless because in God's eyes it is not a matter of how the fallen will wants to work
for Him, but a matter of how He wants man to work for Him. Man may initiate and prepare many good
works; he may think that this is serving God, but if the works are not initiated and carried out by God,
man is just worshipping his own will!

The same is true in the matter of salvation. While man is in his flesh, even if he wants to be saved and
have eternal life, this will cannot please God. "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
authority to become children of God..who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God (John 1:12-13). Even if man wants to be saved, he cannot make himself
saved. The idea of wanting to be saved must come from God. Believers think that there is nothing
better than a man who is trying to be saved, seek the way of life, and be a good disciple of Christ. But
God tells us that in the matter of regeneration and in everything relating to God, man's will is useless.

There are many of God's children who do not understand why in John 1, God says that man's will is
useless, while in Revelation He says, "Let him who wills take the water of life freely" (22:17). It seems
in the latter case that man's own will is wholly responsible for his salvation. Furthermore, in John 5 the
Lord Jesus spoke of the reason why the Jews were not saved. It was because "you are not willing to
come to Me that you may have life" (v. 40). Here again man's will is responsible for man's perdition. Is
the Bible contradictory on this matter? What is the purpose of such different speakings? If we
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understand the meaning of these verses, we will understand what God requires of us in our Christian
life.

God's will is "not intending [willing] that any perish but that all advance to repentance" (2 Pet. 3:9)
because He "desires [wills] all men to be saved and to come to the full knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim.
2:4). Therefore, this matter does not involve God making a decision as to who will be saved and who
will perish; that question is settled. Now the question is what kind of attitude do sinners hold toward
God's will. If a man is naturally religious or not worldly, or if he tries to be a Christian through his
tradition, environment, or family, he will see that he is as far from God's life as all the other sinners. If
he resolves, determines, and chooses to be a Christian on the basis of some sudden excitement or
thrilling inspiration, his efforts are still useless. The main question is how does man treat God's will.
God loves man, but is man willing to be loved? Christ wants man to come to Him, but is man willing to
come? The Holy Spirit wants to give man life, but does man want to have life and live? Man's will is
useful in the will of God. But the question remains, how will man's will treat God's will?

Have we seen the difference here? If a man initiates the pursuit of salvation, he will still perish. Many
religionists of this world belong to this category. If, upon hearing the gospel, man is willing to receive
what God wants to give him, he will be saved. One way is for man to consider himself as the source of
initiation; the other is to place himself in a receiving position. One is for man to initiate; the other is for
God to initiate and for man to accept His will. Therefore, these two do not contradict each other.
Rather, they teach us a very important lesson. John 1 speaks of man being willing. John 5 and
Revelation 22 speak of man accepting God's will. Hence, we see such expressions as "not willing"
(John 5:40) and "wills" (Rev. 22:17). It is not a question of purpose, but a question of where the
purpose comes from.

God instructs us that, even in such a great and wonderful thing as salvation, if it issues from the self, it
will still not please God and will be rejected. If we want to advance in our spiritual life, we must
understand all the principles God used to deal with us at the time we were saved because these original
principles point out to us the principles we should live by in our spiritual life in the future. One of the
greatest principles is that the intention of our flesh does not have any value before God. Whatever
comes out of ourselves, that is, out of our old creation, is not acceptable to God. Even if we are
pursuing after something as wonderful and important as salvation, it will still be rejected by God. We
should remember at all times that God does not care for the differences between good things, bad
things, big things, and small things; God only asks where these things come from and whether or not
they are initiated and carried out by Himself. We were not saved because we wanted to be saved, but
because God wanted it to be so. Hence, in our entire life we should see that all activities, even the most
wonderful ones, are completely useless unless the work is done by God through us. If we do not learn
the principles for our living from the very first step of salvation, we will have endless failures
afterwards.

As far as man's condition goes, while he was a sinner, his will was rebellious toward God. Therefore, in
addition to giving man a new life (which we have covered before), God has to bring man back to
Himself. Just as man's will is the essence of man himself, God's will is God Himself, the true life of
God. Therefore, saying that God wants to bring man back to Himself is the same as saying that God
wants to bring man's will back to His own will. This is what the believer should endeavor to do his
entire life. Even at the first step of salvation, God is working in this direction. Therefore, when God,
through the Holy Spirit, causes a man to be convicted of sin, He causes him to realize that he has
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nothing to say. Even if God condemns him and sends him to hell, there is nothing he can say. When
God reveals to man, through the gospel, His will on the cross of the Lord Jesus, He makes man say
willingly and wholeheartedly, "I am willing to accept God's salvation." The initial step of man's
salvation is the salvation of his will. A sinner's believing and receiving are nothing other than being one
who "wills [to] take the water of life," resulting in salvation. A sinner's objection and resistance are
nothing other than being one who is "not willing to come to [Him] that [he] may have life," resulting in
perdition. The battle between man's salvation and perdition is fought in man's will. Man's fall in the
beginning was due to the rebellion of his will against God's will. Consequently, man's salvation is just
the submission of his will to God's will again.

Although a man's will is not totally in union with God after he is saved, his fallen will was somewhat
uplifted when he rejected Satan, self, and the world at the time he received the Lord Jesus.
Furthermore, his will is renewed through believing in the Lord's word and through receiving God's
Spirit. After man is regenerated, he receives a new spirit, a new heart, and a new life. Therefore, the
will now has a new master and is controlled and directed by this master. If the will submits, it becomes
a part of this new life; if it opposes, it becomes a strong enemy to this new life.

The renewed will is more important than any other part of man (the soul). Thoughts can be wrong,
feelings can be wrong, but the will should never be wrong. Whatever else is wrong is not as severe as
the will being wrong, because the will is man's self as well as the faculty that motivates the whole man.
Once it becomes wrong, God's purpose will be frustrated immediately.

SUBDUING THE WILL

What then is salvation? Salvation is nothing other than God saving man out of himself and into God.
Salvation has the aspects of termination and union. It terminates the self and unites God and man. Any
way of salvation that does not have the goal of saving man from himself and into union with God is not
genuine. If a method of salvation cannot save man from himself and into union with God, it is only
empty words. Real spiritual life is the severing from that which is of the animal and entering into that
which is divine. Everything that belongs to the creature must go; the creatures should only enjoy all
that the Creator is in the Creator Himself. The creature must become nothing before real salvation can
be manifested. Genuine greatness does not depend on how much we have; it depends on how much we
lose. Genuine life can only be seen in the losing of one's self. If the natural disposition, life, and
activities of the creature are not totally done away with, there will be no place for God's life to be
manifested. Our "self" is often the enemy of God's life. If we do not lose the intentions and experiences
that are for ourselves, our spiritual life will suffer great loss.

What is the self? This is one of the most difficult questions to answer. Although we cannot answer the
question one hundred percent accurately, it may be more or less accurate to say that the "self" is the
"self-will." The essence of man's self is just his will because the will reveals how the man actually is,
what he actually wants, and what he is willing to do. Except for the work done in man by the grace of
God, all that man has, whether he is a sinner or a saint, is completely opposed to God. The disposition
of created man is always natural, and it is never of the same kind as God's life.

Salvation is nothing other than saving man out of his fleshly, natural, created, animal, and selfish will.
We should pay attention to this point. In addition to God giving us a new life, the return of our will to
God is the greatest work of salvation. God gives us new life for the purpose of turning our will back to
Him. The gospel is to lead us to a union with God in our will. Otherwise, the gospel has not achieved
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its mission. God does not intend to save just our emotion or our mind; He intends to save our will
because once the will is saved, the rest will be included. To a certain extent, man may unite with God
in the mind. He may also share the same emotion with God in many things. But the most important and
the most complete union with God rests in the union of man's will with God's will. This union of the
will includes all the other union of man and God. If the mind or the emotion is united with God, but the
will is not, this union is still short. Since our whole being moves according to our will, our will is
clearly the most powerful part of our being. Noble as the spirit may be, it too submits to the governing
of the will. (We will see this in a moment.) The spirit is not sufficient to represent the whole being,
because the spirit is the part where man has fellowship with God. The body is not sufficient to
represent the whole being either, as it is the part where man contacts the world. But the will stands for
the attitude, opinion, and condition of man's true self; therefore, it is has the power and sufficiency to
represent the whole being. If the will is not joined completely to God, other unions are shallow and
empty. If the will that governs our entire being is in complete union with God, our entire being will be
totally submissive under God's hand.

There are two unions between God and man; one is the union in life, the other is the union in the will.
The union with God in life is through receiving of the very life of God at the time of our regeneration.
Just as God lives by the Holy Spirit, we also should live by the Holy Spirit from now on. This is the
union in life. This means that God and we have only one life. This is inward. However, the will
expresses this one life. This is why there is still the need for the union of the will outwardly. The union
of our will with God means that God and we have only one will. These two unions are mutually related
and dependent. At this moment we are only speaking about the union of the will because the other is
beyond our present scope. The union of the new life is spontaneous because the new life is the life of
God. However, the union of the will is more difficult because the will belongs to us.

As we mentioned before, God wants us to do away with the soul-life, not the function of the soul.
Hence, after we are united to God in life, God wants to renew our soul (mind, emotion, and will) to
bring our soul into oneness with our new life, as well as into oneness with His will. Since our will is the
most important part, after regeneration, God daily is seeking the union of our will with His will. If our
will is not fully one with God, it means that salvation is not fully accomplished, because man himself is
still not in harmony with God. God not only wants us to have His life, but also for ourselves to be in
union with Him. The will absolutely belongs to us. If there is no union in the will, we ourselves are not
yet united with God.

If we study the Bible carefully, we will see that among all our sins, there is one common principle --
rebellion. Adam brought us to perdition through this sin, while Christ brought us to salvation through
obedience. We were originally sons of rebellion; now God wants us to be the children of obedience.
Rebellion is just following after our will, while submission is following after God's will. The whole
purpose of God's salvation is to have us forsake our will and be in union with His will. Today believers
often make a big mistake in this matter. They think that spiritual life is happiness in the feeling and
knowledge in the mind. They endeavor to pursue after all kinds of feelings and biblical knowledge,
thinking that these are the best. In the meantime, they do many wonderful, great, and important works
according to their feelings and thoughts, thinking that these must be well- pleasing to God. Little do
they know that God's demands are not related to how man feels or what he thinks; He wants man's will
to be united with Him. He desires to see a believer wholeheartedly seeking after what He wants and
willingly obeying all that He says. Unless he unconditionally submits to God and willingly accepts the
complete will of God, his so-called spiritual life is superficial, no matter how holy and happy it makes
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him feel or what he receives. All visions, strange dreams, voices, prophecies, zeal, works, activities,
and labors are outward. If a believer does not resolve in his will to go all the way to finish God's
course, whatever he does is useless.

If our will is in union with God, we immediately stop the activities that issue from the self. This means
that there is no longer any independent action. We are dead toward ourselves, but alive toward God.
This does not mean that we can act for God according to our own impulses or methods. It means that
we move according to the moving of God and are severed from all the activities of the self. In other
words, this kind of union is a change of who is the center, a change of who is the initiating one. In the
past all of our works were centered upon the self, and all of our activities were initiated by the self.
Now everything is unto God. God does not question the nature of the matters that we have initiated; He
only asks who initiated it. Anything that is not delivered from the self, regardless of how good it is, is
ignored by God.

THE HAND OF GOD

Although God's children are saved, they have not fully obeyed God's will. As a result, God has to use
many ways to lead the believers into full submission. God moves the believers with His Spirit and stirs
them up with His love so that they will submit to His will and not love, pursue, or do anything outside
of Himself. It is a pity when God's moving and stirring do not produce the desired results in the
believers. Then God has to stretch forth His hand to bring the believers to the place where He wants
them to be. His hand is primarily manifested in circumstances. God applies His hand heavily upon the
believers to crush, break, and bind them so that their will can no longer be hardened before Him.

As long as the believer is not deeply united with the Lord, God is not satisfied. The purpose of God's
salvation is to have the saved ones in complete union with His will. In order for God to bring us to this
point, He has to use the environment; He causes us to encounter many frustrations. He causes us to be
heartbroken, distressed, and afflicted. He causes many practical crosses to come upon us. Through
these things, He causes us to bow our head in submission. Our will is very strong, and unless it is hit by
God in many ways, it will not submit to Him. If we are willing to come under the mighty hand of God
and accept His discipline, the will which occupies our life will experience a cutting work again and
again and will be delivered to death again and again. If we resist God, heavier afflictions will come
upon us and subdue us.

God wants to strip us of everything. After believers are truly regenerated, they all have one thought --to
do God's will. Some openly make this kind of promise, and some hold this intent in secret. God will
prove whether such a promise (or intent) is true or not. He causes the believers to pass through a
stripping that they do not like. He causes them to lose material things, health, fame, position, and
usefulness. He eventually causes them to lose the happiness and zeal in their feeling, as well as His
presence and sympathy. He will bring the believers to the point where everything other than God's will
is expendable to them. He wants them to realize that as long as something is according to His will, they
should receive it, even though they may suffer physically or in their feelings. If God delights in
afflicting them, stripping them of everything, taking away their "spiritual usefulness," or causing them
to become dry, dark, and lonely, they should accept it willingly. God wants the believers to realize that
He saved them, not for the purpose that they would enjoy anything, but for His will. Therefore, whether
there is gain or loss, happiness or dryness, the feeling of God's presence or forsaking, believers should
always be mindful of God's will. If it is God's will to forsake us, can we take pleasure in being
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forsaken? When a sinner first believes in the Lord, his goal is heaven. This is all right. After being
taught in God, he will come to realize that it is for the will of God that he believed in God. Even if the
result of believing in God is to go to hell, he would still believe. After the believer has been thoroughly
taught, he will no longer be mindful of his own gain or loss. If he can glorify God by going to hell, he
is willing to do so. This is, of course, only an example. But believers must see that their believing in the
Lord, while living on earth, is not for themselves, but for the will of God. Their greatest happiness,
greatest privilege, and greatest glory are to forsake their own corrupted, natural, and fleshly will and
unite with the will of God to fulfill God's heart's desire. The creature's gain and loss, glory and shame,
bitterness and happiness, are not worthy to be considered. If the Most High One can be satisfied,
whatever the lowly one may become is of no concern. This is the unique way for a believer to lose
himself in God!

A TWO-STEP ENDEAVOR

There is a two-step endeavor in the union of the will with God. One step is for God to subdue the
activities of our will; the other step is for God to subdue the life of our will. Often our will is subdued
by God only in certain particular matters. In these matters we think that we have completely submitted
to God. However, there is still a secret tendency for our will to become active once given the chance.
God not only wants our will to be restricted by Him in the aspect of its activities, He also wants the
tendency of our will to be completely broken, smashed, and destroyed as if its very nature is changed.
Strictly speaking, a submissive will and a harmonious will are different. Submission is only in the
aspect of activities, but harmony is in the aspect of life, nature, and tendency. A servant, who fulfills all
the orders of his master, merely has a submissive will. The will of a son who is intimately sympathetic
towards his parents' heart is harmonious with his father's will because he not only does what he should
do, but he also delights in doing it. A submissive will merely stops its own activities, but a harmonious
will is one with God and is of the same heart as God. A will that is in complete harmony with God is
one in which one's whole heart is placed in the will of God. Only those who are in harmony with God
can truly comprehend God's heart. If a believer has not reached the point where his will and God's will
are in complete harmony, he has not yet experienced the highest point of the spiritual life. Submission
to God is good, but when grace has completely overcome the natural disposition, the believer will be in
complete harmony with God. Indeed, the union of the will is the highest point of the believer's
experience of life.

Many people think that they already have totally lost their will. Little do they know that they are
actually far from it. In all the temptations and trials, they only see the submissive will, not the
harmonious will. The submissive will is the will without resistance, not the will without the self. Who
does not want to gain something for himself, to reserve something for himself? Who does not want to
have gold, silver, honor, freedom, happiness, convenience, high position and a little of whatever? A
person may think that his heart does not care for these things. But while he still has them, he does not
realize how tightly he is bound by them. Only when he is about to lose them will he realize how much
he is unwilling to part with them. Sometimes a submissive will is quite compatible with the will of
God. But at other times, a person feels that in the life of his own will he is struggling severely against
God's will. If not for the work of God's grace, it would be hard to overcome.

Hence, a submissive will is still not perfect. Although the will has been broken and no longer has the
strength to resist God, it has not reached the point of being one with God. We admit that reaching the
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point of not being able to resist is already a great mercy of God. Generally speaking, a submissive will
is already dead. Strictly speaking, however, it still has a thread of unbroken life within it. There is still a
kind of hidden inclination within, affectionately desiring the former way. Hence, it seems that we are
quick, happy, and diligent to fulfill God's will in some matters more than in others. In both cases we are
fulfilling God's will, but there is a difference in the degree of personal preference. If the self-life is
indeed put to death completely, the believer will see that he holds the same attitude in all matters
concerning the fulfillment of God's will. The difference in slowness, fastness, bitterness, happiness, as
well as the difference in the effort we apply, indicates that our will is not yet in harmony with God.

The two conditions of the will may be illustrated by the examples of Lot's wife, the Israelites' coming
out of Egypt, and the prophet Balaam. In the experience of Lot's wife coming out of Sodom, the
Israelites' exodus from Egypt, and Balaam's blessing of the Israelites, they were all carrying out God's
will. They were all subdued by God and not acting according to their own will. Yet the inclination
within them was not one with God. Therefore, the results were all failures. Even when the direction of
our steps is right, our heart is often privately not in harmony with God. As a result, we become fallen.

THE WAY TO ACHIEVE THE GOAL

God will never be submissive to us. He is not happy with anything but His will and our submission to
Him. Things that are fairer, better, greater, and more important cannot replace God's will. What God
will fulfill is His own will. If He does not fulfill His own will, it is hard to expect us to fulfill it. In
God's eyes, all the best things are corrupted as long as they contain the element of man's self. Many
things are wonderful and profitable if they are done according to the leading of the Holy Spirit of God.
But if they are done by man himself, their value before God is completely different. Hence, it is not a
matter of man's tendency or a matter of the nature of things; it is a matter of what God's will is. This is
the first point to remember.

Now we need to ask how man's will can be in harmony with God's will. How can man be delivered
from having the self-will as his center to having God's will as his center? The key to the whole matter
is the soul-life. The degree to which we are severed from the control of the soul-life is the degree of the
union between God and us because nothing hinders our union with God besides the soul-life. We seek
after God's will to the extent that we lose our soul-life and to the extent that our will takes God as its
center. This is because the new life is naturally inclined toward God and is suppressed only by the soul-
life. The way to achieve the goal is to deliver the soul-life to death.

Without God, man perishes. Without God, everything is vain. Everything that is outside of God is of
the flesh (the self). Therefore, outside of God, whatever is done by one's own effort and according to
one's own thought is condemned. A believer must deny all of his own strength and desires. He must not
care for himself in anything and not do anything with his self. He must completely trust God in
everything and go forward step by step according to God's ways, waiting upon God's time, and
according to God's requirement. He must be willing to accept the strength, wisdom, goodness,
righteousness, and work that is from God as his own. He must confess that God is the source of
everything he has. Only in this way is harmony possible.

This is truly a "narrow way," but it is not a difficult way. It is narrow because each step is regulated by
God's will. This way has only one principle, which is to not reserve any ground for the self. As such, it
is a narrow way. A little deviation from God's will takes us away from this way. However, this is not a
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difficult way. When the soul-life is consumed, habits, hobbies, desires, and cravings are broken one by
one, and nothing opposes God anymore. Consequently, one does not feel that it is a difficult way.
Unfortunately, many believers have not even entered the door or walked on this way. There are also
some who do not have patience and who leave this way before reaching the point of sweetness. But
whether the period of hardship is long or short, one thing is certain: only this way is the way of life.
This is the way of God. Therefore, it is true and sure. Whoever wants to have abundant life has no
choice but to walk in this way.

CHAPTER TWO
PASSIVITY AND THE DANGER OF PASSIVITY

Today Christians lack two kinds of knowledge. Because of this lack, they fall into endless misery that
they cannot recover from. These two kinds of knowledge are: (1) the condition for evil spirits to work,
and (2) the principle of spiritual life. Because of ignorance, Satan and his evil spirits are given the
greatest advantage, and the church of God experiences the greatest suffering. "My people are destroyed
/ Because of a lack of that knowledge" (Hosea 4:6). This is truly a word written for today's believers.
Much of what man regards as knowledge is merely his ideas. Hence, they are of no use. Apart from this
knowledge, godly knowledge is indispensable to the believers. The absence of godly knowledge will
result in grave damage. It is sad that in a time of widespread ignorance as today, believers still do not
humble themselves before God and seek after the truth that God would reveal. They are still proud and
boastful of their familiarity with the Scriptures and the abundance of their experiences. On the one
hand, they fall into danger and do not know how to turn back; they fall into a hopeless situation and
have no idea of the need for deliverance. On the other hand, they boast of the richness of their
knowledge. How pitiful this is!

DEMON-POSSESSION

In the four Gospels there are many accounts of demon-possession. There are still many cases of
demon-possession among the "heathen" today. If we tell a believer that Christians can be possessed by
demons (or evil spirits), he will be greatly surprised. An ordinary believer in China thinks that only
heathens have the possibility of being possessed by demons and that it is not possible for Christians to
have the same experience. There is also a misunderstanding that once a person is possessed by demons,
he is like a lunatic. But the Bible tells us that demons not only caused people to fall suddenly into water
and fire (Matt. 17:15); they also caused a woman to be bent double (Luke 13:11) while she was still
very gentle and quiet.

Believers realize that there is a possibility for them to be seduced, tempted, attacked, or deceived, but
they do not realize that there is also a possibility for believers to be attached to—to be possessed—by
demons. When they first believed, they received many wrong teachings; now they think that as long as
a Christian has Christ, he will not be possessed by demons. They say this because they think that a
Christian would never lose his mind like some heathen. However, this teaching is not found in the
Bible. Neither is it confirmed by the experience of the saints. God's children are very unclear that evil
spirits can change their appearance and attach themselves to the believers' bodies. Today there is an
unexpectedly great number of believers who are possessed by demons. The unalterable fact is that
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many believers are possessed by demons.

What exactly does it mean to be possessed by demons? After a believer understands the meaning, he
will realize that it is possible for Christians to be possessed by demons. "Being demon-possessed," or
simply "being possessed," means that evil spirits have attached (cleaved) themselves to the whole or
part of man's body. Evil spirits attach themselves to the ground they have gained. As long as they have
a footing, no matter how small it may be, they can keep on working until they gain the entire being.
Common believers think that demon-possession must be as severe as the cases recorded in the Gospels.
They do not know that those were all extreme cases. Furthermore, according to the Gospels, the degree
of suffering was not the same in those who were possessed by demons; their suffering was quite
different from each other. The two cases we spoke of earlier were entirely different from each other.

Saints—those who are entirely consecrated—can be possessed by evil spirits in the same way that
others can because they often unconsciously fulfill the condition for evil spirits to work; therefore, they
give ground for evil spirits to attach themselves to them. Today many believers are possessed by
demons, though the degree of possession may be different. However, they do not realize that they are
possessed. They consider their strange and unusual experiences as "natural" and as either from their
"self" or from sin. They explain their experiences in this way because these experiences do not
outwardly look like they are from evil spirits.

There is a law in everything that God has created. This means that every activity follows a definite
pattern. There is also a pattern in the work of evil spirits. For every cause, there is an effect. If any man
fulfills the condition for evil spirits to work (whether this person purposely fulfills it, as witches,
necromancers, or those who practice planchette do, or unintentionally fulfills it, as Christians may do),
they will definitely work on this person. We should realize that there is a law to all the activities of evil
spirits. As long as a person fulfills the condition required by the law, he will immediately experience
the activities of evil spirits. This is a law of cause and effect. Fire will burn a person, water will drown
a person; these are laws. No one has ever put himself into a fire without getting burned, and no one has
ever submerged himself into water without getting drowned. It is the same with regard to the work of
evil spirits. As long as one fulfills the condition that evil spirits need to attach to him, they will attach
themselves to him. Once there is a cause, there must be an effect. It does not matter if you are a
Christian or not; if you fulfill the condition for evil spirits to work, they will work. Evil spirits attach
themselves to all those who fulfill the condition for their work. Hence, a Christian is not spared from
this danger just because he is a Christian. A Christian cannot put himself into fire to be burned or into
water to be drowned and say that he will not be injured or killed because he is a Christian. Similarly, he
cannot fulfill the condition for evil spirits to work and say that he will not be possessed by demons
because he is a Christian. Fire burns everyone who puts himself into it; water drowns everyone who
puts himself into it. Likewise, evil spirits attach themselves to everyone who gives them the ground. It
does not matter whether or not he is a Christian.

For this reason, if a believer gives evil spirits the opportunity to work, they certainly will not give up;
rather, they will take the opportunity to attach themselves to the believer.

What is the condition for evil spirits to attach themselves to man? What must man do before he will be
possessed by evil spirits? What condition does he have to meet before evil spirits will work? This is the
most crucial question. The Bible calls this condition the "place" (Eph. 4:27). This "place" or "room" is
the empty spot left in man for evil spirits. This place is the footing that evil spirits can gain in man. Evil
spirits attach themselves to man according to the place they are given. The amount of place they are
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given is the degree to which they attach themselves to man. Whether this place is given by a heathen or
by a Christian, demons will attach themselves to that person just the same. Whatever in man allows evil
spirits a spot to attack, an opportunity to invade, a footing to stand on, can be called a "place." If a man
gives place to evil spirits, he cannot help but be possessed by them. Since there is a cause, there must
be an effect. If a believer gives place to evil spirits, relying on the notion that he will not be possessed
because he is a Christian, he has already been deeply deceived by evil spirits.

In short, the place that the believers give to the devil is sin. Sin includes all the places. When believers
tolerate sin, they tolerate the evil spirits behind sin. Any kind of sin will give place to evil spirits.
Nevertheless, sin can be classified into two kinds: one is active and the other is passive. Active sin is
the sin that man commits, such as committing evil with the hands, beholding lewdness with the eyes,
listening to licentious sounds with the ears, or speaking profanity with the mouth. These all give evil
spirits an opportunity to attach themselves to the hands, eyes, ears, and mouth. There is an invitation
for evil spirits to come and dwell in whatever part of man's body commits sin. We should pay attention
to three matters in determining how active sin develops a relationship with evil spirits: (1) some sins do
not result in the possession by evil spirits, (2) other sins call for the possession by evil spirits, and (3)
still other sins are caused by being possessed with evil spirits. If a believer is possessed by evil spirits
as a result of committing some sin, he should specifically forsake that sin. After he regains that ground,
he will be delivered. Otherwise, he will see the ground that he has given to the evil spirits gradually
increase and not stop until his whole being is possessed. Many believers are still not delivered from
besetting sins, even though they have accepted the fact of their crucifixion with Christ, because the
source of their sickness is not just the "flesh," but the possession of their bodies by supernatural, evil
spirits.

This aspect of affording evil spirits an opportunity to work through an active sin, comparatively
speaking, is easier to apprehend. Most believers believe in this. We will not speak more concerning it
because it is outside our present scope. We will now pay attention to the second aspect of sin—the
place given to evil spirits by passivity. This is the aspect that is least understood by today's believers;
most believers err in this aspect. Furthermore, this kind of sin is in the realm of the will. Therefore, we
will speak of it in detail.

There is a difference between active sin and passive sin. A person commonly regards active sin as sin
and does not regard passive sin as sin. In addition to calling the various unrighteous acts committed by
man on his own as sin, the Bible also says, "Therefore to him who knows to do good and does not do it,
to him it is sin" (James 4:17). The Bible not only regards what man does as sin; it also regards what
man does not do as sin. Sin is the place where evil spirits attach themselves. (We will call this demon-
possession from now on.) Therefore, besides an actively-committed sin, which gives ground for
demon-possession, there is also a passive sin of not doing something, which gives ground for demon-
possession.

Passive sin gives ground to evil spirits through passivity in the believers. In God's eyes, both giving up
the use of any part of our being or using it wrongly are sin. God has endowed us with various faculties.
They are not there for us to use wrongly or leave unused. When a believer does not use any part of his
faculties, allowing it to fall into passivity, a way is opened for evil spirits to use it instead of the
believer. This will give place for demon-possession. Although all believers admit that sin is a condition
for demon-possession, they do not realize that passivity also is a kind of sin and a condition for demon-
possession. Once the place is given, a person cannot help but be possessed; once he is possessed, he
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PASSIVITY

The reason "heathens" and fleshly believers are demon-possessed is mainly due to sin. But the reason
some consecrated believers are demon-possessed can be stated in one word, "passivity." The meaning
of passivity is that the will no longer actively rules and directs a person's spirit, soul, body, or any part;
consequently, he does not use his will to choose and decide everything that is related to himself. Being
passive is the opposite of being active. There are two aspects to the passivity of the believers: (1) losing
self-control—this means one cannot control his entire being or a part of it; (2) losing freedom—this
means one cannot make decisions that would coincide with God's will. For a believer to be passive
means that he does not use his various faculties, and that he allows his faculties to fall into a state of
passivity. Though he has a mouth, he does not speak; rather, he wants the Holy Spirit to speak through
his mouth. Though he has hands, he does not use them; rather, he wants God to use his hands. He is
unwilling to move any part of his being; he wants God to move them. He thinks that he is totally
consecrated to God and that he no longer needs to use any part of his being. In this way he falls into
passivity and allows evil spirits to deceive him and attach themselves to the passive members of his
body.

Many believers accept what we spoke about in the last chapter concerning the union with God's will.
However, they are misled to think that such a union with God, such a comprehension of His heart's
desire and such a denial of one's own intention require that they passively submit to God. They think
that their will should be nullified and that they should become like robots. They assume that the
meaning of submission to God is not using their own will anymore and not using any part of their
bodies through their will. Such a person will no longer (1) choose, (2) decide, and (3) use his own will
to act. Outwardly, there seems to be an indication of a great victory because he used to be stubborn in
his will, but suddenly he has become very submissive and is as weak as water. He does not have an
opinion in anything and is completely submissive in following orders. He does not use his mind or will,
and he does not exercise the discernment of his conscience. Rather, he simply becomes a person of
complete obedience—whenever God moves, he would move. But this is an inducement for demon-
possession.

Since the believer has consecrated to God this way, he naturally falls into a passive state. He does not
move at all. All day long he quietly waits for an external force to move him. When there is such an
external force, he moves. Otherwise, he remains calm. When this condition continues for a long time,
he finds that he cannot act at the times he should be acting because there is an absence of an external
coercing force. Perhaps he even wants to move, but in the absence of an external urging force, he
cannot move. As this drags on, the believer finds that without an external force, he is not able to move
even one step. Even when the will wants to move, it seems as if it is suppressed by something. (He
seems to have a kind of bondage around him, which restricts him from moving as he wishes.) He must
wait until an external force urges him before he moves. In this circumstance, the believer thinks he is
very submissive to God because he does not have any activity. But even if he desired to move, he could
not do so.

THE BELIEVER'S IGNORANCE

When a believer has fallen deeply into passivity, he may think that he is submissive to God. But he
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does not realize that evil spirits are utilizing his passive state to accomplish their deceit. The believer
thinks he must be very passive before he can truly submit to God and before he can be truly in union
with God in his will. He does not realize that God has no use for his passivity. It is the power of
darkness that has use for his passivity. Moreover, God requires that the believer exercise his own will
to actively work with Him. This is what the Bible repeatedly says: "If anyone resolves to do His will,
he will know..." (John 7:17), and "Ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you" (15:7). God
does not annihilate our will.

Human beings have a free will. God never infringes upon this and does not change this. He wants man
to actively work with Him. Though He wants us to be submissive to Him, He does not annihilate our
personality. (Author's note: in this book, "personality" refers to "man's person," not "man's character."
The readers should take heed.) He wants us to propose on our own and choose what He wants us to
choose. He will not choose in our place, allowing our will to lapse into a state of deadness. He requires
active cooperation from us. God delights to see man reaching the highest level of attainment as a
creature, which is the total freedom of the will. God in creation established man's free will. God in
redemption regains man's free will. At creation, God did not want man to obey Him mechanically.
Therefore, after redemption, He definitely does not want man to follow His direction like a machine.
Indeed, God is so great that He does not require man to become wood and stone to submit to Him. His
way is to rely on the working of His Spirit in us; the Spirit causes us to obey Him willingly. But He
will never make any decision on our behalf. The difference here is truly immeasurable.

The principle of God's work and Satan's work in man is the same. When God created man, He wanted
man to have a free will. This is why He gave man a free will. He wanted man to have the right to
choose and determine everything related to himself. Though God is the Lord of the universe, He
delights in being limited and does not infringe upon man's free will. He does not want to force man to
be loyal to Him. Similarly, without man's consent (consciously or unconsciously), Satan cannot occupy
any part of man. Both God and the devil require the permission of man's will before they can work in
man. Just as man "wants" a good thing and God accomplishes this for him, if man "wants" an evil
thing, evil spirits accomplish this for him. This is what we see in the garden of Eden.

Before man is regenerated, his will is a slave to Satan and cannot be free. But with a regenerated and
victorious believer, his will is freed; he is able to choose all that is of God. However, Satan will not
give up on these newly regenerated believers. He will scheme to gain them. He knows he cannot obtain
their clear permission for evil spirits to come into them and rule them. Therefore, he uses deceit to
obtain the required permission. We should note that Satan must obtain the believer's permission.
However, a believer will certainly not give him the permission. This is why he can only steal this
permission through deceptive maneuvering. Evil spirits will not come into a person without first
gaining the permission of man's will. Even the degree to which they enter is determined by man's will.

Evil spirits know if a believer is fully submissive to God and willing to pay the price to follow Him to
the end. Hence, they deceive the believer by counterfeiting God Himself, by counterfeiting God's
voice, God's work, and God's presence. Among the believers who have contact with the spiritual realm,
there are many who assume that certain things are from God because of supernatural experiences they
receive in their feeling. Consequently, they accept many counterfeits of the evil spirits and place
themselves in danger. In this way, believers are deceived and regard the counterfeits of the evil spirits
as genuine, allowing the evil spirits to continue working on them. In the beginning, they were merely
deceived. But after they have given their consent, they passively allow evil spirits to work! In this way,
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evil spirits gain the approval of the will and deceive them further, to the extent that certain parts of their
being become possessed by evil spirits. Being passive is the first step to demon-possession.

If a believer is aware of the condition for the working of evil spirits and aware of the principle of
spiritual life, he will not fall into this kind of danger. However, if the believer does not know that
passivity affords convenience to the evil spirits and does not know that spiritual life requires an active
will to work with God, he may allow his will to become passive. We should note in particular that God
never replaces man's will with His will. Man should be responsible for what he has done. God will not
make any proposal for him.

Actually, if the activity of evil spirits is not present in a passive person, his passivity will merely result
in laziness and inactivity. In ordinary cases of "inactivity" (i.e., when there is no activity of evil spirits),
an inactive person can become active again at any time. But when he falls into passivity and becomes
demon-possessed, he cannot become active again even if he wants to, that is, even if his will wants to.

Here we can see the difference between God's work and Satan's work on man. God wants man to be
entirely consecrated to Him; He wants man to exercise all the faculties of his entire being to cooperate
with His Holy Spirit. Satan wants man's will to be wholly passive; he wants man to stop all activities
and allow his evil spirits to act on his behalf. God wants man to actively, consciously, and willingly
choose and act according to His will so that man's spirit, soul, and body will be totally free. Satan
wants man to be his passive slave and prisoner. God wants man to be independent and free and his own
master in a conscious way. Satan wants man to be his puppet, machine, and worker. God never requires
man to stop his activity before He works. Satan, on the contrary, wants man to be entirely passive and
stop all activities. God wants man to work with Him in a conscious way. Satan wants man to be passive
so that he can coerce man into obeying him. God requires that man stop only his sinful activity,
whether it is out of his nature or life, because only in this way can man work with the Holy Spirit. But
Satan wants man to stop all of his activities—even the function of the soul—because he wants to act on
behalf of man. He wants man to be an unconscious machine only, bearing no responsibility of his own.

It is a very dreadful thing that believers do not understand the principle of God being in man and
working through man. They think that God wants them to become dead like wood and stone and be
maneuvered by Him. They do not realize that when God created man, He gave man a free will. It is
true that He does not want man's will to demand anything or do anything apart from Him. But He does
not want man to be without a will and obey Him like a machine either. As long as the believer's will
chooses what God wants, He is satisfied. God does not require man to become a person without a will.
There are many things that the believers have to do themselves; God will not do these things for them.
Today there is a wrong teaching that says one should entrust everything to God and allow Him to do
everything for him. This kind of teaching assumes that we do not need to lift our hands or move our
feet; it assumes that God will lift and move them for us. It says that we should wholly yield to the Holy
Spirit within and let Him arrange everything for us. There is some truth to this teaching. But the errors
mixed in with it are perhaps more than the truth contained in it! (More will be spoken about this in the
next chapter.)

DANGER

Because the believers are so ignorant, they are deceived by the power of darkness and unconsciously
taken in by Satan's deceit. They fulfill the condition for evil spirits to work and are thus possessed by
demons. We should note the order in this matter because it is very crucial: (1) the believer becomes
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ignorant, (2) he is deceived, (3) he becomes passive, and (4) he becomes demon-possessed. The
believer's ignorance is the initial cause for demon-possession. Because of the believer's ignorance
concerning the principle of the evil spirits' work and the Holy Spirit's demand, Satan is able to deceive
him. If the believer knows the truth, knows how to work with God, and knows the rules of God's
working, he will not accept Satan's lies. When he is deceived by evil spirits, he thinks that his entire
being should be passive in order for God to live and work through him. Consequently, he accepts many
supernatural manifestations of evil spirits and considers them to be from God. In this way, he is
deceived further, and evil spirits are able to attach themselves to him.

(1) When a believer gives place to evil spirits, it is an invitation for evil spirits to attach themselves to
him. (2) After they come in, they will certainly manifest themselves through their activities. (3) If the
believer misreads these activities and does not know that they come from the devil, he will give more
place to the evil spirits because he has already believed their lies. This is a cycle which repeats itself
over and over again. In this way, the believer's possession by demons deepens day after day. As soon as
the believer falls into passivity, that is, after he gives place to evil spirits, the danger cannot be
overstated.

When a believer falls into passivity and does not make a choice in everything pertaining to himself, he
will pass