The Power of Consecration to Principle

“You will know them by their fruits.” Mt. 7:16

The Power of Consecration to Principle
By John G. Lake
Successful Christian life rests on three essentials:
First: A knowledge of the teaching of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, whose words are the final authority, the bar
where every question must be brought for final decision. The words of every other must be measured, and their
value determined, by the statements of Jesus Christ. "In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."
Second: Consecration to do all the will of God as declared by the Lord Jesus.
Third: Recognition of the Holy Spirit as revealer, guide, interpreter, teacher, and empowerer. For without the
presence of the Spirit of God in our hearts our consecration would be valueless. We would not be able to live it. And
without a knowledge of the teaching of Jesus our consecration would be nonintelligent.
We recommend the use of a Red Letter New Testament to every Christian who truly desires to know what Jesus
taught on all subjects.
John G. Lake

SERMON
The great purpose of Jesus Christ in coming to the world was to establish the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God
is universal, containing all moral intelligences willingly subject to the will of God both in heaven and on earth, both
angels and men. The kingdom of heaven is Christ's kingdom on the earth, which will eventually merge into the
kingdom of God. We read of that merging period in the 15th of 1 Corinthians, where it says:
“Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he
shall have put down all rule and all authority and power... And when all things shall be subdued unto
him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may he
all in all.”
Now then, in order to establish a kingdom there must be a basis upon which it is to be founded. When the
Revolutionary fathers got together in '76 they laid down the Declaration of Independence, the principles upon which
American government was to be founded. They laid down as one of the first principles this one: "All men are born
free and equal." That every man, by his being born a man, is likewise born on an equality with all others. All men
are born free and equal before the law; there is no special privilege.
Next, they considered this as the second principle: That man, because of his birth and his free agency, was entitled
to "Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."
Third: That government rests on the consent of the governed.
These were the underlying principles upon which the government was to rest. There was nothing little about them.
They did not discuss the doctrines by which these principles were to be made effective, but they laid down the
foundational principles upon which was built the greatest system of human government in the world's history.
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Now Jesus likewise, when he came to found His kingdom, first enunciated the principles upon which His
government was to rest. The eight Beatitudes, as they are given in His official declaration in His Sermon on the
Mount, were the great principles upon which His government was to be founded.
A principle is not a dogma, or a doctrine. It is that underlying quality, that fundamental truth, upon which all other
things are based. The principles of the kingdom of heaven are those underlying qualities upon which the whole
structure of the Christian life rests and the principles upon which the real government of Jesus Christ will be
founded and exercised. The eight Beatitudes are the principles of the kingdom, the Sermon on the Mount is the
constitution, and commandments of Jesus are its laws or statutes.
First, the kingdom is established in the hearts of men. The principles of Jesus Christ are settled in our own spirit. We
become citizens of the kingdom of heaven. The aggregate citizenship of the kingdom in this present age constitutes
the real Church, which is His body. And throughout the Church age the working of the body is to be apparent in
demonstrating to the world the practicability and desirability of the kingdom of heaven, that all men may desire the
rule of Jesus in the salvation of men.
It is the purpose of Jesus to make the Church, which is His body, His representative in the world. Just as Jesus came
to express God the Father to mankind, and Jesus was necessary to God in order that He might give an expression of
Himself to the world, so the Church is necessary to Jesus Christ as an expression of Himself to the world.
Now the first principle that He laid down was this one: “Bless are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven," Usually we confuse this with the other one, "Blessed are the meek,"' and we have commonly thought of
one who is poor in spirit as being a meek person - possessing the spirit of meekness. But it is much more than that.
The thing Jesus urged upon men was to practice what He had done Himself
Jesus was the King of glory, yet He laid down all His glory. He came to earth and took upon Himself our condition.
"He took not on Him the nature of angels; but took on him the seed of Abraham (Hebrews 2:16). He took upon
Himself the condition of mankind, that is, of human nature's liability to sin. Therefore, He was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin." And because of the fact that He took upon Himself our nature and understood the
temptations that are common to man, He is "able to succour them that are tempted" (Hebrews 2:18). He
understands. He is a sympathetic Christ. Bless God!
Now see! "Blessed are the poor in spirit." Blessed is he who regards the interests of the kingdom of heaven as
paramount to every other interest in the world, paramount to his own personal interest. Blessed is he whose interest
in life, whose interest in the world is only used to extend the interest of the kingdom of heaven. Blessed is he who
has lost his own identity as an individual and has become a citizen of the kingdom. Blessed is he who forgets to
hoard wealth for himself, but who uses all he has and all he is for the extension of the kingdom of heaven. It is
putting the law of love of God and one another into practice.
So after Jesus had laid down the things that He possessed, then bless God, He was able to say to us, as He had
experienced it Himself, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
We commonly think as we read the Word of God that some of the teachings of Jesus were accidental or were
applied to a particular individual and no one else. So we think of the rich young ruler, who came to Jesus and said:
Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him... Thou knowest the
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor
thy father and thy mother. And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up... He [Jesus] said unto
him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. - Luke 18:18-22
Don't you see, Jesus was applying to that young man that first principle of the kingdom. We have said that young
man was covetous and he loved his wealth, etc., and that was keeping him out of the kingdom of heaven. Not so.
Jesus was applying one of the principles of the kingdom to that young man's life. He turned away sorrowful. He had
not developed to the place where he could do that thing.
There is a apocryphal story that tells us that the rich young ruler was Barnabas. After the resurrection and the
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coming of the Holy Ghost, Barnabas received from heaven the thing Jesus had tried to impart to him. He forgot all
about Barnabas, his own interests and his own desires, and he sold his great possessions and came with the others
and laid them at the apostles' feet. "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." So Jesus was
able, after all, to get the real thing in the heart of Barnabas that He desired in the beginning. (An exact source for this
apocryphal story could not be located. The Apocrypha is non canonical or extrabiblical literature and is not considered inspired by the Holy
Spirit. Therefore, the fact that the rich young ruler was Barnabas is unconfirmed)

The real miracle of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost was not the outward demonstration of tongues, etc.; but it produced
such unselfishness in the hearts of all baptized that they each sold their lands and estates and parted the money to
every man as he had need. They were moved by God into one family. Their brother's interest was equal to their
own. That was "Blessed are the poor in spirit."
The second principle of the kingdom is this: "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted." This figure
is taken from the old prophets, who when the nation sinned, took upon themselves the responsibility of the nation.
They put sackcloth on their body and ashes on their head and in mourning and tears went down before God for
days and weeks, until the people turned to God. They became intercessors between God and man and in some
instances in the Word we read where God looked and wondered. He wondered that there was no intercessor. There
were no mourners who took upon themselves the responsibility of the sins of the people, who dared to stand
between man and God.
We see how wonderfully Moses stood between God and the people. When God said to him after they had made the
golden calf, “Let me alone ... that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation" (Exodus 32:10).
Moses said, "Not so, Lord. What will the Egyptians say, what will be the effect upon Thy great name? Will they not
say that their God destroyed them?"
God had said to Moses, "I will make of thee a great nation,” but Moses was big enough to turn aside the greatest
honor that God could bestow upon a man - to become the father of a race.
Not so, Lord. This people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou
wilt forgive their sin... and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book. - Exodus 32:31-32, paraphrased.
The prophet became the great intercessor. He took upon himself the burdens and sins of the people, and when he
got down to confess he did not say, "Oh! These people are so weak and they do this and that." But when he got
down to pray he would say, "Lord God, we are unworthy." He was one with his people. He was identified with
them, as one with them. He was not putting any blame on them. He was big enough to take the whole blame, the
entire responsibility, and go down before God and lay the whole matter before God until the blessed mercy of God
was again given to the people. “Blessed are the poor in spirit... Blessed are they that mourn."
Blessed is the man who comprehends the purposes of God, who understands his responsibility and possibility, who
by God-given mourning and crying, turns the people to God. With his heart yearning for sinners, he becomes a
mourner before God and takes the responsibility of fallen men on his own life. He goes down in tears and
repentance before God until men turn to God and the mercy of God is shown to mankind.
In the day that God puts the spirit of mourning upon Pentecost, it will be the gladdest day that heaven ever knew.
Blessed be His precious name!
Do you know, it always jars me down in the depths of my spirit when I hear people say hard things about churches
and sects. That is not our place. Our place is as intercessor - as the one who is to stand between the living and the
dead, as those whom God can trust and use to pray down the power and mercy and blessing of God upon this old
race.
First we see that the kingdom is based on principles. Principles are greater than doctrines. Principles are the
foundation stones upon which all other things rest. Doctrines are the rules, the details by which we endeavor to
carry out the things that the principles contain; but the principles are the great foundation stones upon which all
things rest.
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Let us turn away from this until we see Jesus at the Jordan, consecrating Himself to His own life work, then we will
understand how the Christian is to consecrate himself to carry out the principles.
The Word tells us that when Jesus began to be about thirty years of age, He came down to the River Jordan where
John was baptized and presented Himself for baptism. John looked in amazement on Him and said, "I have need to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?" But Jesus said, "Suffer it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to
fulfill all righteousness." Unto "all righteousness."
Listen! Hear the declaration to which Jesus Christ was baptized; it was His consecration unto "all righteousness."
There was no further to go. It comprehends all there is of consecration and commitment unto the will of God and all
there is of good. Unto "all righteousness." Bless God!
So Jesus understandingly permitted Himself to be baptized of John unto "all righteousness." Now listen! You and I
have also been baptized. But see! Immediately after He was baptized, something took place. First, the Spirit of God
came upon Him as a dove and abode upon Him. Then we read He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil. It was not the devil that led Him into the wilderness. It was the Holy Ghost.
In the 16th of Leviticus, we see one of the beautiful figures which will illustrate that to you. On the day of
atonement there were brought two goats. One, the priest laid his hands upon, put a towrope around its neck, then
the Levite took the towrope and led it three days into the barren sands of the wilderness, and left it there to die. That
is the picture of the life-death of Jesus Christ.
The Holy Ghost is God's Levite. He put the towrope on the neck of Jesus Christ and led Him likewise three days - a
year for a day, God's three days - into the wilderness. What for? To prove out, to test out the real fact of His
obedience unto God and whether His consecration was going to stand. So the Spirit, the Holy Ghost, led Jesus into
the wilderness.
Now I want you to see something. We are triune beings just as God Himself is triune. You will see the character of
the consecration that Jesus made at the Jordan. God is triune. He is God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost. Man is also triune. The Word says,
I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. - 1 Thessalonians 5:23, emphasis Lake's
So Jesus, when He went into the wilderness, encountered a peculiar temptation peculiar to each separate department
of His being. The Word of God says He fasted forty days and was an hungred. Satan comes to Him and says, "If
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread." But Jesus could not do it. If He had done that,
He would have been exercising His own authority in His own behalf and He had committed Himself unto "all
righteousness." He only lived to express God, He only lived to express the Father. He said, "The words I speak, I
speak not of myself. The work that I do I do not of myself." All He said and all He did and all He was, was the
expression of God the Father.
May the Lord give us an understanding of the utterness of what a real baptismal consecration ought to be. When an
individual comes and commits himself to Christ once and for all and forever, he ceases to be, he ceases to live in his
own behalf, to live for himself any longer, but becomes the utter expression of Jesus Christ to mankind.
So Satan had no power to tempt a man who had made a consecration like that. The hunger calls of Jesus' body, after
He had fasted forty days, were not enough to turn Him aside from the consecration He had made to God.
The second temptation was one peculiar to the mind (soul). He was taken to a pinnacle of the temple, and Satan
said, "Do something spectacular, cast yourself down; let the people see You are an unusual person, and that You
can do unusual things, and they will give You their acclaim."
Jesus could not do that. There was nothing, bless God, in the mind of Jesus Christ that could tempt Him to be
disobedient to the consecration He had made to God, unto "all righteousness." So He turned the temptation aside.
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The third temptation was one peculiar to the spirit. By a supernatural power Jesus is permitted to see, "All the
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them," in a moment of time. Then Satan said unto Him, "All these things
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me." But Jesus turned him aside. No crossless crowning for the
Son of God, no bloodless glory for my Lord. He had come to express God to the world, He had come to
demonstrate one thing to you and me. That is, that man relying on God can have the victory over sin and Satan.
Bless God! That is the peculiar thing about the life of Jesus Christ that makes Him dear to your heart and mine.
After going on the towrope of the Holy Ghost for three years as the first goat, through the sorrows and trials and
disappointments of life - even ministering and blessing - though the world cursed Him, He was able to come as the
second goat and present Himself as the sinless, spotless sacrifice unto God at the cross.
If Jesus had fallen down anywhere along the line, if there had been a single instance where He had failed to express
God to the world, He could never have been the Savior of the world. "He became the author of eternal salvation."
He was honored of God in being permitted to die for mankind, having triumphed, having presented Himself the
sinless, spotless sacrifice unto God. His blood flowed for all the race. Blessed be His name!
We have seen two things. We have seen the principles of Jesus Christ. We have seen His consecration to carry out
those principles. He consecrated Himself utterly unto the mind and will of God. But now we are going a step farther.

EVEN UNTO DEATH
We come to the last night of the Lord's life. He is with His disciples in the upper room. Here comes the final act, the
consummation of all His life. There is a phase of this act, I know the Lord has made clear to many.
They sat around the table after they had eaten their supper, Jesus took bread and brake it, saving, "Take, eat: this is
My body, which is broken for you," Corinthians l 1:24 (Editor's note: Lake seems to be using Matthew's account of the Last Supper
here, but the reference in I Corinthians is the only one that includes the words "which is broken for you.") and yet He was there in the
flesh. Now what did it mean? What was its significance?
This: By that act the Lord Jesus Christ pledged Himself before God, the holy angels, before men, that He would not
stop short of dying for the world. There was no limit. He was faithful "even unto death” Just as He had been
faithful in life and had lived each day the conscious life-death, dying to every desire of His mind and will and being,
He is now going one step further. He is going to be faithful even unto death."
So He said, "Take eat, this is My body, broken for you." After supper, likewise, He took the cup, when He had
drunk, saying, "My blood of the new testament."
Now you listen. From time immemorial mankind has been in the habit pledging themselves in the cup. There is no
date that mankind has of its origin. It is so ancient we do not know when the custom began, when men began to
pledge themselves in the wine cup, but our Jesus sanctified the custom to God and His Church forever.
Jesus poured the wine into the cup, took it, and said, "This is my blood of the new testament," and He drank that
Himself. That was the pledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Having laid down the principles of the Gospel of the Son of
God, having walked and lived and suffered for three years, now He was going to the very uttermost. There was no
further to go. He said, "This is My blood of the new testament," meaning He would give His life for the world.
That is not all. That was His pledge, but after He had drunk, saying, "Drink ye all of it." And when they took the cup
of which their Lord had drunk, they drank to that pledge. They were made partakers in the same pledge and likewise
pledged themselves, "My blood of the new testament." Bless God.
Christianity had character in it. Jesus Christ put character in it. Bless God! "My blood of the new testament." The
other day I was going over the list of the apostles as they are given by Hippolytus, one of the early writers, and he
tells us that five of the twelve were crucified just as Jesus was. Others died by the spear and sword, and three died
natural deaths after enduring tortures. So it meant for them just what it means for their Lord, "My blood of the new
testament." We see the degree of faithfulness to which they pledged themselves that night.
We have loved and admired the spirit of the apostles. The spirit of Jesus Christ was so intense in the early
Christians, that millions of them gave their lives for the Son of God; multitudes of whom died the death of martyrs
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and multitudes died in the war to exterminate Christianity. Thirty million! Think of that. It gives some meaning to
the saying that "The blood of the martyrs was the seed of the Church."
How often have you and I taken the Lord's cup? Has it meant that to you and me, and does it mean that to you and
me now? Beloved, I have no doubt that the sacred cup has touched many lips, perhaps the lips of most of you. If we
have been understanding, comprehending Christians, we have realized it meant to us just what it did to the Lord our everlasting pledge of faithfulness.
There is no place for sin in the Christian's life. There is no place for letting down in the Christian's life. There is no
place for weakening in the Christian's life. Paul said, when they were having a hard time, "Ye have not yet resisted
unto blood, striving against sin" (Hebrews 12:4 ) That was expected of them. They were expected to resist even unto
death; so Paul says, "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood." In the revelation, the Church in Smyrna is commanded,
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life" (Revelation 2:10).
In this land, after our fathers had signed the old Declaration of independence they pledged, "Our lives, our fortunes,
and our sacred honor,” then they went out and gave themselves to eight years of war to make it good.
When people make a declaration on principles, it is going to cost them something and it costs them something.
After awhile the men in the Revolutionary Army got where they did not have shoes on their feet, but in the depth of
winter they tied straw and rags on their feet. They had stood by principles, they had lived by principles, they were
ready to die by principles, and the British tracked them by the blood marks on the snow.
So Jesus Christ, in enlisting an army, put them under a kindred pledge with Himself. He pledged Christians on the
same plane with Himself. Just as far as the Lord went, they went “even unto death."
The real purpose of becoming a Christian is not to save yourself from hell or be saved to go to heaven. It is to
become a child of God with the character of Jesus Christ, to stand before men pledged unto the uttermost - "even
unto death" - by refusing to sin, refusing to bow your head in shame. Preferring to die rather than dishonor the Son
of God.
If the character of Jesus Christ has entered into you and into me, then it has made us like the Christ. It has made us
like Him in purpose. It us has made us like Him in fact. Bless God! His Spirit is imparted to us. Bless God for that
same unquenchable fidelity that characterized the Son of God.

CONSECRATION PRAYER
My God and Father,
In Jesus' name I come to Thee, take me as I am. Make me what I ought to be in spirit, in soul, in body. Give me
power to do right. If I have wronged any to confess, to repent, to restore - no matter what it costs. Wash me in the
blood of Jesus that I may now become Thy child and manifest Thee in a perfect spirit, a holy mind, a sickless body,
to the glory of God. Amen.

Holiness unto the Lord
Spokane, Washington March 16, 1916
Preface to Second Edition
Holiness is the character of God. The very substance of His being and essence of His nature is purity. The purpose
of God in the salvation of mankind is to produce in man a kindred holiness, a radiant purity like unto that of God
Himself. If God were unable to produce in him such a purity, then His purpose in man would be a failure, and the
object of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ would be a miscarriage instead of a triumph.
The triumph of Jesus Christ was attained through His willingness to be led by the Spirit of God. The triumph of the
Christian can be attained only in a similar manner. Even though God has baptized a soul with the Holy Spirit, there
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yet remains, as with Jesus, the present necessity of walking in humility and permitting the Spirit of God to be his
absolute guide.
The unveiling of consciousness, of the desire of the flesh, of the sensuality of the nature and the thought of man, the
revelation of adverse tendencies, is part of God's purpose and necessary for growth in God. How can the nature of
man be changed except that nature is first revealed? So there arises in the heart the desire and prayer for the Spirit of
God to eject, crucify, and destroy every tendency of opposition to the Holy Spirit. Think not that thou shalt attain
the highest in God until within thine own soul a heavenly longing to be like Him who gave His life for us possesses
thine heart.
Think not to come within the court of God with stain upon thy garments. Think not that heaven can smile upon a
nature fouled through evil contact. Think not that Christ can dwell in temples seared by flames of hate. No! The
heart of man must first be purged by holy fire and washed from every stain by cleansing blood. Know ye [not] that
he whose nature is akin to God's must ever feel the purging power of Christ within?
He who would understand the ways of God must trust the Spirit's power to guide and keep. He who would tread the
paths where angels tread himself must realize seraphic purity. Such is the nature of God, such the working of the
Spirit's power, such the attainment of him who overcomes. In him the joy and power of God shall be. Through him
the healing streams of life shall flow. To him heaven's gates are opened wide. In him the kingdom is revealed.
Fear not to place thy hand within the nail pierced palm. Fear not to trust His guidance. The way He
trod is marked by bleeding feet and wet with many tears. He leadeth thee aright, and heaven's
splendor soon shall open to thy spirit, and thou shalt know that all triumphant souls - those who
have overcome indeed - have found their entrance by this path into the realms of light.
(Given in tongues and interpretation to Rev. John G. Lake, in Spokane, Washington, March 6, 1916.)
(In His name and for God's Glory. L.G.F.)
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