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Life on the Highest Plane
by Ruth Paxson

In Three Volumes

Volume 1: The Person and Work of Christ
Volume 2: The Relation Between Christ and the Christian

Volume 3: The Believer's Response to the Holy Spirit's Inworking

Introduction

Every Christian has inherited untold riches. As a child of the King and a joint heir
with Christ he is a spiritual multimillionaire. But comparatively few Christians bear
the marks of spiritual affluence. Their conversation, character and conduct give the
impression rather of spiritual impoverishment. Throughout the Church of Christ there
is a universal complaint of dearth and deadness.

Many Christians do not seem to be conscious of their lack or their need. They are
indifferent and self-satisfied. But, on the other hand, there are many whose lives are
characterized by a humiliating consciousness of defeat and failure, by a growing
unrest, and by a perpetual striving for something never attained. Their hearts cry out
insistently, "Lord, is there nothing better than this for me in the Christian life?"

The purpose of these studies is to teach what are the Christian's possessions in
Christ and how they may be appropriated, enjoyed and used.

These Bible studies were first given in embryo to pastors, evangelists, teachers and
other Christian leaders in Conferences held in China. Later they grew into full size as
they were taught in weekly Bible classes stretching over a period of six months.

In response to many requests from both Chinese and missionary friends that this
message might be made available for their use, it has been prepared for publication.

God is building a spiritual house for His own glory and use. This house is composed
of a foundation, a superstructure and furnishings.

These studies attempt to furnish the plan of such an habitation and to show step by
step the process of its building. Each chapter is, as it were, a story complete in itself
yet connected both with the story underneath it and the one above it. The work is
divided into three volumes as here indicated:
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It is the hope of the author that these Studies may be used by groups, as well as
individuals.

The author wishes to acknowledge her indebtedness to Mrs. Mary McDonough for the
use of Charts 2, 3, and 4 which are in her book God's Plan of Redemption; to the
many authors whose books have been consulted for inspiration and confirmation and
to the many friends who have had a large share in the sending forth of this message
in print through their faithful and believing intercession.

This book is now given back to God with the prayer that He will use it to lift many to
Life on the Highest Plane.

Ruth Paxson

Life on the Highest Plane
Vol. 1: The Person and Work of Christ

Chapter One
Human Life on Three Planes

The Bible is a mirror in which man may see himself just as he is. Any person who
wishes a true picture of himself will find it there. The Bible is God's studio in which
will be found the picture of each of His created beings. Your photograph is there. It
has been taken by the Divine Photographer, therefore it is flawlessly accurate. Do
you wish to see your photograph?
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The Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul has divided the human race into three
clearly distinguished groups and every member of the human family, irrespective of
racial or natural inheritance, belongs to one of these groups. God's description of
each is so accurate and so true that every person may know with certitude in which
class he is.

This classification presents a study of human life on three planes, the lowest, the
highest, and a middle plane: or the natural man, the spiritual man, and the carnal
man. We will start with the study of life on the lowest plane, that of

THE NATURAL MAN

1 Corinthians 2:14, "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned."

Romans 8:9, "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his."

1 Corinthians 12:3 R.V., "No man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy
Spirit."

John 14:6, "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me."

Is the natural man a Christian? No one can be called a Christian who is not rightly
related to God. Is the natural man then rightly related to God? To get our answer let
us begin with John 14:6 and work backward to 1 Corinthians 2:4.

Jesus says that no one can get into right relationship with God the Father except
through Himself. The Bible shows us with unmistakable clearness that this
necessitates receiving Jesus Christ into the life as Saviour and as Lord. Paul tells us
that no one can truly call Jesus Lord, except " in the Holy Spirit," and that if the Holy
Spirit does not dwell in one he cannot belong to God as one of His own. It is the Holy
Spirit alone who knows the things of God which He desires to give us freely in Christ.
But 1 Corinthians 2:14 tells us that the natural man refuses to receive the things of
the Spirit, they appear mere foolishness unto him. More than that, he cannot know
them because it takes a spiritual mind to discern spiritual truth and he is without the
Holy Spirit. So it is very clear that the natural man is not in the right relationship to
God. Consequently from God's viewpoint, no matter how exemplary a life he may
live on the plane of the natural, he is not a Christian.

The Attitude of the Natural Man to God
Let us study what Scripture says of the attitude of the natural man to God:

Galatians 4:8 He does not know God.
Romans 1:21 He has no gratitude to God.
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Romans 3:11 He has no desire for God.

1 John 4:10 He has no love for God.

John 3:18 He has no faith in God.

Romans 3:15 He has no fear of God.

Romans 1:21,25 He does not worship God.

2 Timothy 3:8 He resists the truth.

1 Corinthians 2:14 He receives not the things of God.
2 Thessalonians 2:12 He rejects God's truth.

2 Thessalonians 1:8 He disobeys God's Gospel.
Romans 5:10 He is an enemy of God.

The Relationship of the Natural Man to God

The attitude of the natural man to God determines his relationship to God. Romans
5:10 and Colossians 1:21 make it quite clear that the natural man is an open and
avowed enemy of God. This attitude on his part determines what God's relationship
to him must be.

Ephesians 2:17 He is far from God.

Roman.s 3:19 He is guilty before God.
John 3:18 He is condemned by God
John 3:37 ¢ .

He is under God's wrath.

He is alienated from the life of God.
He is without God in this life.

He is without God in the life to come.

Ephesians 4:18
Ephesians 2:12
2 Thessalonians 1:9

The Condition of the Natural Man

The natural man is without the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, therefore he lives
wholly and only unto himself. "The old man" is the centre of his life and has
undivided control over his whole being. Self dominates his thoughts, affections,
speech, will and actions. His nature is sinful, therefore his conduct is sinful.

The natural man is dead to God but alive to sin, self and Satan. He is under the
dominion of "the prince of the power of the air," and is the bondservant of sin. He is
a lost man, helpless and hopeless. The tragic part of it is that "the god of this age"
has so blinded his mind that he does not comprehend the seriousness of his
condition and consequently he has no power within himself to know God, to love
God, to receive God, nor even to seek God. Surely this brief sketch of the natural
man reveals life lived on the lowest plane. Let us next study life on the highest
plane, that of

THE SPIRITUAL MAN

1 Corinthians 12:15, "But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he
himself is judged of no man."

Galatians. 6:1, "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself,
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lest thou also be tempted.”

The spiritual man is the exact antithesis of the natural man.

The Relationship of the Spiritual Man to God

The spiritual man is rightly related to God through faith in Jesus Christ. This
relationship has been brought about by the Holy Spirit who has convicted him of the
sin of unbelief in God's way of salvation and of the necessity of a righteousness not
his own, if he would ever have fellowship with a holy, righteous God. He has
revealed Jesus Christ to him as a Saviour from sin and as the Saviour he needs. The
Holy Spirit has so wrought upon the mind, heart and will of the natural man that he
has been convinced of the truth of the Gospel, convicted of the sin of his own heart,
and has been led to put his faith in the Crucified One as his Saviour, and so has been
"born of the Spirit" into the Kingdom of God.

The spiritual man has the Holy Spirit dwelling in him, filling him, leading him,
teaching him, empowering him. Through the new birth God's own life, eternal and
uncreated, has been imparted to him and now Jesus Christ is his very life.

The spiritual man has a threefold relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ which is
manifested in his character, in his conversation, and in his conduct.

The spiritual man has accepted Christ as his Saviour.
The spiritual man has yielded to Christ as his Lord.
The spiritual man has appropriated Christ as his Life.

Jesus Christ and he are one as the vine and the branch are one. Christ is the
supreme need of his life and has the supreme place in his affections. Christ is all and
in all to him.

The Condition of the Spiritual Man

The spiritual man having taken the crucified, risen, glorified Christ as Saviour, Lord
and Life, lives his life wholly unto God. The Lord Jesus is the centre of his life and
has undivided control over his whole being.

Jesus Christ dominates his thoughts, affections, speech, will and actions. He has
become a partaker of the nature of God so that there are two natures in the spiritual
man but the divine nature is sovereign.

The spiritual man is habitually alive to God and dead to sin and self. He is a
bondservant to God and gladly, joyously, acknowledges and submits to the sovereign
Lordship of Jesus.

Jesus Christ is intensely real and precious to the spiritual man, and he considers,
loves, serves, adores and worships Him. This condition is not due to anything in
himself but is true because of his yielding himself unreservedly to the influence and
operation of the Holy Spirit, through whom he has been enabled to seek, to receive,
to love and to know Christ Jesus as his Saviour and through whom he is filled with
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His life. Surely this brief sketch of the spiritual man reveals life lived on the highest
plane. Let us lastly study life on the middle plane, that of

THE CARNAL MAN

Corinthians 3:1-4, "And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you
with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it,
neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is
among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as
men? For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye
not carnal?"

The carnal man is an hyphenated man, belonging to two spheres.

The Relationship of the Carnal Man to God

The carnal man is a Christian because he has obtained sonship through faith in Jesus
Christ as his Saviour. Therefore he is rightly related to God. But he has entered into
neither the possessions nor the privileges of a son and his practices are not those
becoming his position in the family of God.

The carnal man has the Holy Spirit dwelling in him but He is constantly being grieved
and quenched so that He has restricted power in and dominion over the life.

The carnal man has been renewed through the new birth but he is still a "babe in
Christ." He sits at the table of the Lord to partake of His bounties but he has no
appetite nor capacity for "strong meat." He subsists on "milk." He is not a full grown
man. He actually has been united to the Lord Jesus but he is an "adulterer" loving
the world and caring far more for its people and pleasures than for Jesus Christ
(James 4:4).

The carnal man has accepted Christ as his Saviour but he has little or no
apprehension of a life of complete surrender to, and of full appropriation of, Jesus
Christ as his Lord and his Life. He feels a need of Christ and desires some
relationship with Him but he is not satisfied in Him. Christ has a place in his heart
but not the place of supremacy and preeminence.

The Condition of the Carnal Man
The carnal man lives his life partly unto God and partly unto himself.

The Lord Jesus is really at the centre of his life but "the old man" is usually on the
throne. There is a divided control over his life. Sometimes Christ dominates his
thoughts, affections, speech, will and action but more often they are under the
dominion of self. Two natures are side by side in the carnal man, the divine and the
fleshly, and he is under the sway of each in turn according as he yields to one or to
the other. He is alive to God spasmodically but he is equally alive to sin, self and
Satan. He attempts to live in two spheres, the heavenly and the earthly and he fails
in both.
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The carnal man is in a miserable condition and his life is always one of defeat and
discouragement, often one of despair. This condition is due to ignorance of the deep
things of God, unwillingness to yield himself unreservedly to the Lord Jesus Christ,
and unbelief in appropriating Christ with all His graces and gifts. Surely this brief
sketch of the carnal man reveals life lived on a middle plane. (See Diagram 1.)

THE SPIRITUAL MAN
1 Corinthians 2:15

THE CARNAL

1 Corinthians 3:1-3

THE NATURAL MAN
1 Corinthians 2:14

Diagram 1: Life on Three Planes

We have looked into God's mirror. Have you seen yourself? We have been in God's

studio. Have you seen your photograph? We have seen human life on three planes.
On which plane are you living?

Life on the Highest Plane
Vol. 1: The Person and Work of Christ

Chapter Two
God's First Man — The First Adam
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As we daily observe the lives of men and women we see a vast difference in the
quality of those lives.

We readily admit that people are living on totally different planes with a consequent
vast divergence in character and conduct. We must seek the cause of such disparity.
What or who is to blame?

If we acknowledge God to be the Creator of all things in His universe, then we are
compelled to place the responsibility for such inequality either upon Him or upon
man. It must be the result either of God's fiat or of man's choice. To say that it is
due to the difference in the heredity, circumstances, environment or opportunities of
people, is to beg the question altogether. Countless ones have come up out of the
depths of poverty ,illiteracy, superstition, affliction and persecution to heights of
nobility in character and conduct. Many have fallen from heights of wealth,
education, ease, opportunity and privilege to the lowest depths of sin and shame.
Upon whom then should the blame rest for such inequality in human life? Is God
responsible for it? The only fair way to answer this question is to turn to His own
record of creation and to read what He says of His first man, and to determine upon
what plane He intended him to live.

Genesis 1:26, 27, "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and overall the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he
them."

Genesis 1:31, "And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it
was very good."

If language has any power whatever to express thought, these words clearly teach
us five things regarding God's first man,

That he was created by Someone who already existed.

That his creation was the result of God's deliberate, direct, creative will.
That he was created in the image of God.

That he was pronounced "very good."

That he was given dominion over all the earth and made the head of the
entire terrestrial creation.

GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE

God's first man was made just as God wanted all men to be. He was made after a
pattern. God's first man came direct from God's own hand and bore a definite
resemblance to his Creator. "The root idea of the Hebrew word translated 'image' is
that of a shadow." God's first man, then, was God's shadow. He was like God. But in
what respect?
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To answer this question we are forced to ask another: What was God like? "God
created man." The statement is made without any previous explanation of God
Himself; He appears upon the first pages of revelation as a Being acting
independently in the creation of a universe and of man with no explanation of
Himself and with no reference whatever to His origin.

Who, then, created God? How many mothers have had to answer that query! It is,
likewise, the first and greatest issue that confronts the philosopher as he studies into
the secrets of the universe. In answering this question correctly one takes his first
step in knowing who God is.

Scripture gives to men and women of faith an absolutely satisfying and final answer
in the simple but sublime words, "In the beginning God." God never became for He
always was. God is the great "I AM." "And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM:
and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto
you." God had no beginning and will have no end. From everlasting to everlasting He
is God. "For with thee is the fountain of life." "For as the Father hath life in himself;
so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself." God is the Uncreated: the
Always-Existent. He is the eternal, infinite One. He is the Beginning of all beginnings.

This, then, is what God is. But if this is what God is in what respect could God's first
man ever be said to resemble Him? Let us press on in our search for an
understanding of this great truth. While God never explains Himself in Scripture He
does reveal Himself. He wants men to know who and what He is, for if we did not
have this knowledge we could never know God's original intention for man who was
made in His image.

Let us turn to the first twenty-five verses of the opening chapter of God's Word and
see if we find any revelation of Himself that throws light upon the kind of
resemblance God's first man bore to God. We read:

"God said . . ." "God made . . ."
"God saw . . ." "God set . . ."
"God divided . . ." "God created . . ."
"God called . . ." "God blessed. . ."

These phrases each record something which God did. Outward action is the
expression of inward being. What one does reveals what one is.

"God said," therefore God must have thought.
"God blessed," therefore God must have loved.
"God created," therefore God must have willed.

Genesis 1:1-25 reveals personality. God is a Person. He is a Person who thinks,
loves, and wills.

We have now found out two things about God. We have learned that God is the
Uncreated, the Eternal, the Infinite, the Fountainhead of all life. And we have learned
that He is a Person who thinks, loves and wills. The deduction which we may make
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from this twofold revelation is that God is a Person who thinks, loves and wills on the
plane of uncreated, unlimited, eternal, divine Life.

Are we ready now to answer the question, In what respect was God's first man like
God? Perhaps we might clarify our thinking on one very fundamental point by first
saying in what respect God's first man was not like Him.

Genesis 2:7, "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul."

1 Corinthians 15:47, "The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man
is the Lord from heaven."

God was man's Creator. Man became a living soul. Adam was formed from the dust
of the ground. He is of the earth, earthy. It will be clearly seen from these verses
that God and God's first man Adam were not in the same order of beings nor did
they live on the same plane of life.

God is uncreated, man is created. God is infinite, man is finite. God is heavenly, man
is earthy. God is divine, man is human. Between what God is in His uncreated,
essential, divine being and what man is in his created, finite, human being there is
an absolutely impassable gulf, an immeasurable distance. God is not superman, man
is not inferior God.

In what respect then did God's first man resemble God? Wherein was man God's
shadow? It was in the wondrous gift of personality. Man is a person as God is a
person. Let us trace this likeness in the opening chapters of Genesis.

As a person God thought and expressed His thought in words thus revealing the
truth that intelligence is inherent in personality. God made Adam in His image.

Genesis 2:19,20, "And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast
of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see
what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature,
that was the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the
fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field."

Adam was created with the power to think and to express thought in words. Adam
had intelligence. As a person God loved and expressed His love in blessing thus
revealing the truth that emotion is inherent in personality. God made Adam in His
image.

Genesis 2:18, "And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be
alone; and I will make him an help meet for him."
God gave Eve to Adam to be his wife and God said, "Therefore shall a man leave his

father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh"
(Genesis 2:24).
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Adam was created with the power to love and to express that love in fidelity. Adam
had emotion. As a person God willed and expressed His will in action thus revealing
the truth that will is inherent in personality. God made Adam in His image.

Genesis 3:6, "And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her
husband with her; and he did eat."

Adam was created with the power to will and to express that will in choice. Adam
had volition.

God's first man was made in God's image in the sense of having a personality
patterned after God's in its power to think, to love and to will; but with this
difference, that God thought, loved and willed on the plane of uncreated, unlimited,
eternal, divine life, while Adam thought, loved and willed on the plane of created,
limited, finite, human life. The intellectual, emotional and volitional life of God's first
man was perfect within a limited sphere. Above and beyond this was the perfection
of God's personality within an unlimited sphere. (See Diagram 2.)

THE TRIUNE GOD THE FIRST ADAM

"GOD CREATED MAN"
Genesis 1:27

UNCREATED LIFE CREATED LIFE

Diagram 2: Uncreated and Created Life

The resemblance which God's first man bore to God through likeness in personality
made communion and cooperation between them possible; while the difference of
plane on which each lived determined the basis of their relationship. God was the
Creator, Adam was the created. God was the Sovereign, Adam was the subject.
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It also set the boundaries of Adam's intellectual, emotional and volitional life; all
must lie within the realm of divine sovereignty. The sovereignty of God expressed in
His divine will was to be the circumference of Adam's human life. Unlimited liberty in
thinking, loving and willing was given him. But one condition had to be met. He must
think, love and will within the circle of God's will. Such a limitation was not for the
purpose of making God a glorified despot: a Sovereign who ruled arbitrarily with no
thought for the well being of His subject.

On the contrary the limitation was wholly beneficent. It was purely for the purpose of
keeping man in the only sphere in which he could remain perfect, in which he could
come into the fullest and most complete realization of the possibility of his being, in
which, in fact, he could remain in communion and cooperation with God.

That God intended man to become even more than we see him to be in the unfallen
first man of Eden the whole trend of the Bible shows. Adam was made in the image
of God plus the capacity for sonship. "Man as originally created, was not only in the
im-age of God he was also made to live in union with God, so that all his limitation
might find its complement in the unlimited life of the Eternal. It is a great mistake to
think of man as made, and then as put into some position where he might rise or
fall, according to the capacity of his own personality. It is rather to be remembered
that he was created in the image of God, and then put into a probationary position
through which he was to pass unharmed to some larger form of existence, if his life
were lived in union with the God who had created him. If however he chose a
separate existence, and cut himself off from union, in that act he would fall" (G.
Campbell Morgan, The Crises of the Christ, p. 28).

What would God's first man do? Would he accept the limitation and live his life in
union with God, con-tent to let it be kept wholly within the circle of God's will, or
would he exercise his will in a choice contrary to the will of God and so cut himself
off from the life of God? There would be but one way to know the way of a test. God
gave the test.

Genesis 2:8-9, "And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and
there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the
Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food;
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of
good and evil."

Genesis 2:16-17, "And the Lord God commanded the man saying, Of every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die."

"Of every tree thou mayest freely eat" — unlimited freedom of choice within the will
of God. "But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it" —
limitation of choice bounded by the will of God.

"The Lord God commanded the man saying, Thou shalt not —" Here was the Great
Divide. This was the watershed between the sovereignty of the Creator and the
subjection of the created. All on one side was within the circle of God's will: all on
the other side was without the circle of God's will. All on one side meant union with
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God: all on the other side meant separation from God. All on one side spelled life: all
on the other side spelled death. God gave the test. Adam was to make the choice.
God gave the command. Adam could obey or disobey.

Just here we must pause to penetrate a bit deeper into the study of Adam's
personality to see if there was anything within him to hinder or to help him in the
making of his choice. Did God make Adam so that he could will to live wholly within
the circle of God's will and have every other part of his being in active sympathy with
such a decision? In the very constitution of Adam's being did God place anything that
would favour and foster such complete and continuous obedience?

Scripture does not say a great deal about the three-fold nature of man but what it
does say is very illuminating and indubitable. It does tell us how man came to be
what man now is.

Genesis 2:7, "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul."

Scripture names for us the component parts of man as thus created by God.

1 Thessalonians 5:23, "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body may be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

In Genesis 2:7 God gives us the divine order in the creation of the component parts
of man.

The Formation of the Human Body

"And the Lord God formed man out of the dust of the ground." "The first man is of
the earth, earthy." The earth was to be man's dwelling place. In order that it might
have communication with the external world in which it dwelt, the body of man was
formed of earth, and then equipped with five senses, sight, hearing, taste, touch and
smell. Because of its connection with the earthly, the body is the lowest part of man.
Yet it has the exalted privilege of being the home of the spirit and of being its only
outlet to the world of sense. The body is the port city of the human personality.

The Emanation of the Human Spirit

"And breathed into his nostrils the breath of life." The divine Potter formed the
human frame and then breathed into it the breath of life. This life principle which
came as a direct emanation from God became the human spirit. Some one has aptly
said, "Man is dust in breathed by Deity."

God Himself defines the human spirit in these words, "The spirit of man is the lamp
of Jehovah, searching all the innermost parts." The spirit is the crowning part of
man's being. It is God's masterpiece in human creation. It is the part of man which
has relationship to the unseen, spiritual world, which has fellowship with God.
Through the spirit man apprehends, loves and worships God. Dr. A. T. Pierson says,
"The spirit receives impressions of outward and material things through the soul and
the body, but it belongs itself to a higher level and realm, and is capable of a direct
knowledge of God by relation to its own higher senses and faculties. In an unfallen
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state it was like a lofty observatory with an outlook upon a celestial firmament" (The
Bible and Spiritual Life, p.116). The spirit is the capital city of the human personality.

The Creation of the Human Soul

"And man became a living soul." Above the body and beneath the spirit stands the
soul, the medium between the two. It has been said that in its relationship to the
body and bodily senses it might be likened to the photographer's dark room. The
impressions regarding the external world received through the senses are gathered
up and conveyed to this dark room where they are developed into distinct
expressions of thought, emotion or will.

In its relationship to the spirit and the spiritual world the soul might be likened to the
judge's bench. The evidence regarding God and spiritual realities which the spirit
finds in its research in the spiritual realm is brought to the bar of the soul and there
either accepted or rejected.

Man, then, is a trinity; spirit, soul, and body are the integral parts of his triune being.
In the constitution of God's first man two independent elements were used; the
corporeal and the spiritual; the material and the immaterial. Each was essential
because man was to be related to two worlds; the seen and the unseen; the material
and the spiritual. He was made primarily for God and in order to have intercourse
with God he must have a spirit capable of communion and fellow-ship with the Divine
Spirit. But man was to be placed in God's material universe that he might have
tangible relationship with the external world of people and things. So he must have a
body capable of such con-tact and communication. Man was to be in close,
continuous touch with both heaven and earth; with the external and the temporal;
with the spiritual and the material.

When God placed the spirit within the body its home on earth, the union of these two
produced a third part and man became a living soul. The soul uniting spirit and body
gave man individuality, it was the cause of his existence as a distinct being. The
soul, consisting of intellect, emotion and will became the central part the seat, as it
were, of man's being.

The soul acted as the middleman between the spirit and the body; it was the bond
which united them and the channel through which they acted upon each other. The
soul stood thus midway between two worlds: through the body it was linked to the
visible, material and earthly; through the spirit it was linked with the unseen,
spiritual and heavenly. To it was given the power to determine which world should
dominate man. The very great importance of this theme in its relationship to
succeeding lessons and the intense desire that each reader may have a clear
understanding of it leads me to quote at length from Andrew Murray's book, The
Spirit of Christ:

"The Spirit quickening the body made man a living soul, a living person with the
consciousness of himself. The soul was the meeting place, the point of union
between body and spirit. Through the body, man, the living soul, stood related to the
external world of sense; could influence it, or be influenced by it. Through the spirit
he stood related to the spiritual world and the Spirit of God, whence he had his
origin; could be the recipient and the minister of its life and power. Standing thus
midway between two worlds, belonging to both, the soul had the power of
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determining itself, of choosing or refusing the objects by which it was sur-rounded,
and to which it stood related.

"In the constitution of these three parts of man's nature the spirit, as linking him
with the Divine, was the highest; the body, connecting him with the sensible and the
animal, the lowest; intermediate stood the soul, partaker of the nature of the others,
the bond that united them, and through which they could act on each other. Its work
as the central power was to main-tain them in due relation; to keep the body, as the
lowest, in subjection to the spirit; itself to receive through the spirit, as the higher,
from the Divine Spirit what was waiting for its perfection; and so pass down even to
the body, that by which it might be the partaker of the Spirit's perfection, and
become a spiritual body.

"The wondrous gifts with which the soul was endowed, specially those of
consciousness and self-determination, or mind and will, were but the mould or vessel
into which the life of the Spirit, the real substance and truth of the Divine life, was to
be received and assimilated. They were a God-given capacity for making the
knowledge and will of God its own. In doing this the personal life of the soul would
have become filled and possessed with the life of the Spirit, the whole man would
have become spiritual.

"To gather up what has been said, the spirit is the seat of our God- consciousness;
the soul of our self-consciousness; the body of our world- consciousness. In the spirit
God dwells: in the soul self, in the body sense."

It is clear from all this that God's original intention was that the human spirit through
which alone man can be related to the Spirit of God and to the spiritual world should
be the dominant element in the human personality. The spirit was to be sovereign
and as long as it remained so the whole being would be kept spiritual.

But while the human spirit was to be sovereign in the realm of the human
personality with both soul and body yielded to its dominance, yet it was to be subject
in turn to a higher power. Dr. A. T. Pierson says, "One obvious lesson in this Biblical
psychology is that God evidently designed that the human spirit, indwelt and ruled
by the Holy Spirit, should keep man in constant touch with Himself, and maintain in
everything its proper preeminence, ruling soul and body" (The Bible and Spiritual
Life, p. 123). (See Diagram 3.)
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THE SINLESS ADAM

SOUL

BODY

"VERY GOOD"

Genesis 1:31

Diagram 3: The Sinless Adam

Thus we see that the human spirit was to be a sovereign under a Sovereign. It was
also to be the middleman between the eternal and the temporal; the unseen and the
seen; the divine and the human; the heavenly and the earthly. The spirit had its
windows opened heavenward and Godward and through spiritual perception, insight
and vision it was constantly receiving spiritual impressions which were to be sent
oui-ward by way of the soul to the body. The spirit through unbroken fellowship with
the Holy Spirit was to be the channel through which the whole being of God's first
man would be linked to the life of God and so made and kept spiritual.

This brief study of the threefold nature of God's first man, Adam, shows us that his
human personality was so constituted that he could always think, love and will within
the circle of God's will. He could choose to live under the authority of his divine
Sovereign. There was nothing within himself to hinder perfect obedience to the will
of God.

One other question remains to be answered. Was there anything without his life to
hinder? Was Adam's environment conducive to complete and continuous obedience
to God's will?

God placed His perfect man in a perfect environment. The picture given in Genesis of
the garden of Eden is that of a place in which there was satisfaction and sufficiency
for every need of man's spirit, soul and body. The Creator had made Himself
responsible for meeting bountifully every need of His creature. Even the brief
account given of the life of Adam in Eden reveals perfect adjustment to his
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environment. Righteousness ruled; therefore, peace resulted. There was nothing
within his environment to hinder perfect obedience to the will of God.

God not only placed this perfect man in a perfect environment but His own
relationship with Adam was perfect. It was a relationship both of communion and
cooperation.

Adam had communion with God. Man was made for God. There is ample Scriptural
authority for this statement in such verses as Isaiah 43:7, 21; Colossians 1:16;
Revelation 4:11. The fact that man was made in the image of God in his intellectual,
moral and volitional life shows that God desired fellowship with him and made him
with the capacity for such fellowship which was not given to any other of His
creatures. The beautiful words in Genesis 3:8, "And they heard the voice of the Lord
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day," reveal God even taking the
initiative in seeking communion and comradeship with Adam and Eve. So God's first
man walked and talked with God as friend with friend; he was able to know and to
enjoy God as a kindred nature; he was in inner, spiritual harmony with God.

God's first man also had cooperation with God in His governmental activities. Adam
was God's vice-regent, as it were, over all His works: he was the executive
instrument by divine appointment to carry out the divine purpose. God made Adam
His representative as the visible monarch of all living things. "He had dominion over
the fish of the sea, over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." Within his own
sphere he was made a sovereign, subordinate only to God.

One thing more remains to be said concerning God's first man. Adam was not only
an individual but he was the federal head of the human race. God made His first man
the head and representative of man. Bishop H. C. G. Moule in his Outlines of
Christian Doctrine, says: "Adam was a true individual, as truly as Abel. But, unlike
his son, he was, what only one other Being has ever been, the moral, intelligent
Head of a moral, intelligent race; not only the first specimen of a newly created
Nature, but in such a sense the Spring of that nature to his after-kind that in him not
only the individual but the race could, in some all important respects, be dealt with"
(p. 168). Adam by God's appointment was the source of human life of all mankind:
the head of the human family. He was God's first representative man. Through him
in creation God established a union with the whole human race. Then He commanded
Adam to be fruitful and multiply.

God's first man, then, was perfect; he was put in a perfect environment and he had
perfect fellowship with God. Harmony reigned within himself, within all his
relationships both with the inferior creatures beneath him and with the sovereign
Creator above him. There was everything within and without his life to foster
complete submission to the sovereignty of God and perfect obedience to His will.
Would he be content to remain a sovereign under a Sovereign? Would he choose
continuously to live within the circle of God's will? Would his whole personality be
kept under the control of the Divine Spirit and so maintain its life on the spiritual
plane? If so, then through this first man, made in His own image and controlled by
His divine Spirit, God would people the earth with beings who would also bear His
likeness, yield to His sovereignty, serve Him with fruitfulness, and live together in
righteousness and peace.



www.biblesnet.com - Online Christian Library

G. Campbell Morgan in The Crises of the Christ states Adam's position before God in
the following paragraph, "Finite will is to be tested, and it will stand or fall as it
submits to or rebels against the Infinite Will of the Infinite God. Thus unfallen man
was a being created in the image of God, living in union with God, cooperating in
activity with God, having the points of limitation of his being marked by simple and
definite commands laid upon him, gracious promises luring him to that which was
highest on the hand, and a solemn sentence warning him from that which was lowest
on the other. He was a sovereign under a Sovereignty, independent, but dependent.
He had the right of will, but this could only be exercised in perpetual submission to
the higher will of God" (p. 32).

Genesis 2:16-17, "And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, . . . of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it."

Here is God's will expressed in concrete form. Through this command God puts the
test to His first man. Adam had the right to will and he had the power to will
Godward.

Life on the Highest Plane
Vol. 1: The Person and Work of Christ

Chapter Three
Life on the Lowest Plane —
The Entrance of Sin Into Man

It must be evident to every thoughtful person that life on the spiritual plane is God's
intention for man. In God's first man the divine Spirit had direct relationship with the
human spirit and through it as a channel could so control the whole being as to make
and keep it spiritual. That which was God's intention for his first man was also His
purpose for all mankind.

But candidness compels us to admit that the over-whelming majority of the human
race today is living on the lowest plane of life that of the natural man. In all parts of
the world we see man out of adjustment with God, with his fellow men and with
himself. Hatred, war, discontent, restlessness, crime, lawlessness, anarchy, prevail.

What then is the reason for such a terrible and tragic fall? Was God's human creation
a colossal failure? Did He initiate something which He could not execute? Or must we
find a reason for the present condition of humanity in something outside of God?
Does the Bible tell us how that which God created without sin and pronounced "very
good " became sinful and was denounced by Him as "no good "? Scriptural study of
the history of the natural man gives a clear and full explanation.

THE CONDITION OF THE NATURAL MAN

Ephesians 2:12, "That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from
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the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise,
having no hope, and without God in the world."

The Apostle Paul is writing to those in the church at Ephesus who were then living on
the spiritual plane but who previously had lived on the plane of the natural. Paul
says, "At that time" — when you were living on the lowest plane — "ye were without
God, without Christ, and without hope."

1 John 5:11-12, "And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life."

Eternal life is in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. But Ephesians 2:12 says that the
natural man is "without Christ," therefore he must be without eternal life. God offers
unto every man the gift of eternal life which he has power to accept or to refuse. To
accept it opens the way for him to the highest plane of life, that of the spiritual man;
to refuse it leaves him on the lowest plane of life, that of the natural man.

Ephesians 2:1, "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins."

The natural man refuses the gift of eternal life, therefore he is "dead." Every person
who has not accepted from the Father the gift of eternal life bestowed upon him in
Christ Jesus, the Son, is described by God as "dead."

Perhaps the reader will think instantly of some unsaved relative or friend who seems
to have abounding life and he will challenge, nay, even resent this statement
regarding his condition. This person may be a perfect specimen of physical strength
and energy. He may be an intellectual giant, perchance a fine classical scholar,
abounding in worldly wisdom and knowledge. He may be a model of morality, living
his personal, family and civic life on a high plane. He may even be religious,
occasionally attending divine service and contributing toward the maintenance of
church or temple. Surely God's description of the natural man does not fit him for he
is abounding in life! How can such a man be described as "dead"? There seems to be
abounding life in his whole being.

But let a test be made in the realm of his spirit. We have seen that the human spirit
is the seat of God-consciousness and that in God's first man there was a direct and
vital relationship between the divine Spirit of God and the human spirit of Adam.
God's first man responded to God in communion and cooperation. A spiritual man
delights to respond to every outreaching of God's grace and love toward him. Does
your unsaved friend respond to God?

Talk with him about God and spiritual things and your very language is foreign and
unintelligible to him, to say nothing of the truth you are attempting to convey. Invite
him to go to God's house and he frankly tells you he prefers the club, the cinema or
the guild. Give him a Bible to read and it seems insufferably dull and insipid to him
and in no measure compares in interest with the newspaper or the latest novel.
Invite him to spend an evening in your home in company with God's people and he is
fearfully bored and out of place, not knowing how to act or what to say, and longing



www.biblesnet.com - Online Christian Library

for the time to depart. Speak to him of his personal spiritual need, explain to him his
condition and danger, urge him to accept Christ as his personal Saviour and to ally
himself openly with God's people, and he either ridicules the idea or resents it.

Something somewhere seems wrong with the man. Something is wrong with him in
the realm of his spirit for there is no response whatsoever to God. There is
apparently no God-consciousness. There is no sense of need of God; no desire for
God. Something in the man seems dead. Something in the man is dead. Death
reigns in his spirit.

ADAM, THE CHANNEL OF SIN'S ENTRANCE INTO THE HUMAN RACE

God is the Author of all life and after His creation of living things "God saw
everything that he had made, and, behold it was very good." But today death reigns
everywhere. No living thing is exempt from its touch or its toll. It has wrought ruin
everywhere. Surely God is not the author of death. From whence then did it come?
God does not leave us in darkness on this question but in language simple enough
for a child to understand He tells how death came into the world of living things.

Romans 5:12, "By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."

This clearly teaches that death is a result; that sin is the cause. Death came because
of sin.

But how did sin come into the world? Sin entered by one man. The blame then for
the entrance of sin and death into his beautiful world cannot be placed upon God, for
in his own Word He absolutely clears Himself from such a charge.

But who could the man be through whom such terrible havoc, such awful disaster to
the whole human race, was wrought? God never leaves an honest, truly seeking soul
without an answer that satisfies. In Romans 5:12 God plainly says that all mankind
was involved in the disaster caused by one man's sin so he must have been a
representative man, one in whom the human race was latent. The context, Romans
5:13-23, sets in sharp contrast sin and death, salvation and life, and traces each to
its source in the only two representative men of all history: Adam and Christ. A study
of this passage clearly reveals Adam, God's first man, to have been the one through
whom sin and death came, and Christ, God's second Man, to have been the One
through whom came salvation and life.

But if one has any question in his mind regarding this passage God states the case
boldly and unmistakably in

1 Corinthians 15:22, "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive."

Adam is the man through whom sin entered into the human race. The consequence
of sin was death. But we have seen in our previous study that Adam was created
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without sin and that he was put into an environment and enjoyed a fellowship with
God both of which were conducive to a continuance in such a state of innocence and
fellowship.

So the question forces itself upon one: How could sin enter into such a man with its
blighting curse? How was the tragedy of death ever enacted in that beautiful garden?
The story is told in the second and third chapters of Genesis. This portion of God's
Word spiritually apprehended and humbly accepted gives an answer which satisfies
every true and sincere believer.

To answer the question we need to define sin. What could Adam do that could be
called sin? The answer is simple. The only sin that Adam could commit was to
transgress God's divine law, to will to disobey the clearly revealed will of God. As
long as Adam continued to will to live his whole life within the circle of God's
revealed will he could not sin. Adam had the right to will but he could remain without
sin only as he exercised his will in perpetual submission to the higher will of God.
Sin, then, is known disobedience to the clearly revealed will of God. Sin is the wilful,
deliberate, resistance of a subject to the rightful authority of a Sovereign. "Sin, in
the Biblical view, consists in the revolt of the creature will from its rightful allegiance
to the sovereign will of God, and the setting up a false independence, the
substitution of a life-for-self for life-for-God" (James Orr, The Christian View of God
and the World, p. 172). Sin as God Himself defines it is "transgression of the law" (1
John 3:4). God called Adam's sin "transgression."

Let us see from God's own record how sin entered into Adam with its curse of death.

Genesis 2:16-17, "And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die."

Genesis 3:6, "And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her
husband with her; and he did eat."

God gave Adam well-nigh unlimited liberty. But one commandment was imposed.
But one transgression was possible. Of every other tree he could freely eat. Of only
one tree was he forbidden to eat and even for this prohibition God had a beneficent
reason. Adam was on trial. He ate of the forbidden fruit. He willed to have something
which God for a loving and beneficent reason had willed that he should not have. By
that one act he sinned for sin is the transgression of the law. By his own volition
Adam deliberately transgressed a divinely marked boundary; he overstepped a
clearly revealed divine limitation.

SATAN, THE ORIGINATOR OF SIN IN GOD'S UNIVERSE

But some one may ask, When Adam was a perfect man with a sinless nature, living
in a perfect environment and having perfect fellowship with God how could he be



www.biblesnet.com - Online Christian Library

tempted to disobey? With all in his own personality and all in his environment
favouring his complete and continuous obedience to the will of God, from what
source could temptation to disobedience and self-will come? It is a legitimate
question and demands an answer which God gives.

Genesis 3:1, "Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God
said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?"

"Now the serpent was more subtil . . . and he said . . ." Here we have words used
which can be used only in characteristics, attitudes and acts which belong to
personality, either natural or supernatural. But was there any other person in the
garden besides the Lord God and his two created beings, Adam and Eve? There
evidently was. But it was some one who apparently desired to conceal his identity, so
he came under the deceiving cover of impersonation. Who then was this other one?

The conversation between the serpent and Eve recorded in Genesis three reveals the
twofold fact that this person is an enemy of God and that he is there in the garden
for an evil purpose. Does Scripture give us any clue by which this cunning, wicked
impersonator may be identified? It does. his name identifies him.

Revelation 12:9, "And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: and he was
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him."

Holy Scripture is a unity and Scripture interprets Scripture. "The serpent" of Genesis
3:1 is none other than "that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan" of Revelation
12:9 and 20:2.

In Revelation 12:9 he is revealed as a deceiver. His nature identifies him. The Bible
tells us clearly that is the part he was playing in the garden of Eden in his first
dealings with humanity. The finger prints of the arch deceiver are clearly discerned in
Genesis 3.

1 Timothy 2:14, "And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being
deceived was in the transgression."

2 Corinthians 11:3, "But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ."

There is evidence then that before the creation of Adam and Eve there was in God's
universe a being who was both a sinner and a traitor. Does God's Word give us any
light upon who he is and how he came into such a condition?

Ezekiel 28:11-19 and Isaiah 14:12-20 seem to give this clue. A careful study and
comparison of these two passages with other Scriptures seem to indicate very clearly
that the one referred to is none other than Satan.
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The passage in Ezekiel reveals the truth regarding the person and position of Satan
originally. It states that Satan was a created being and that he was created perfect.
He was "full of wisdom," "perfect in beauty," "perfect in thy ways," "the sum of
perfection was found in him."

Not only was he perfect as regards his person but he held a very exalted position in
the service of God. He was "the anointed cherub that covereth" and served "in the
holy mountain of God." Perhaps no other created being held so exalted a position or
was so intimately connected with God.

That he also had some relationship to and power over God's created universe given
to him by God Himself is seen in the two titles, "the prince of this world" (John
14:30) and "the prince of the power of the air" (Ephesians 2:2).

That he had been given a high position of trust to which he had been a traitor is very
certain. He was a prince over a kingdom for three times the Lord Jesus called him
"the prince of this world," and when he took the Lord into a high mountain and
offered Him all the kingdoms of the world with their glory Jesus did not dispute his
claim to their disposal.

But with all Satan's perfection and power, he was still a created being and, as such,
he must be subservient to his Creator and remain dependent and obedient.
Scripture, however, from beginning to end reveals Satan as God's archenemy. He is
an open and avowed rebel. He is not a subject of the kingdom of light but is a
sovereign over the kingdom of darkness.

When and how did this rebellion toward God take place? "The anointed cherub" who
was "in the holy mountain" sinned.

Ezekiel 28:15-16, "Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou
wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. . . thou hast sinned: therefore I
will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God."

The sin that led to Satan's downfall is intimated in the words, "Thine heart was lifted
up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy
brightness" (Ezekiel 28:17). Pride led to self-exaltation which expressed itself in self-
will.

Let us now examine Isaiah 14:12-20 and see to what lengths self- exaltation carried
Satan in rebellion against his Creator and Sovereign.

Isaiah 14:12-14, "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the
nations!

For thou hast said in thine heart,

I will ascend into heaven,

I will exalt my throne above the stars of God:

I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation . . ..

I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;

I will be like the most High."
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Self-exaltation led to self-will, self-will led to rebellion against God, and Lucifer, son
of the morning, became Satan, father of the night. The moment "the anointed
cherub" said in his heart "I will" as opposed to God's will sin began. The moment the
subject sought to dethrone the Sovereign by saying "I will be like the Most High"
sin's work in the universe commenced. But it did not end there. The sin that began in
the holy mountain of God was carried into the garden of Eden.

SATAN, THE DECEIVER AND THE TEMPTER, IN EDEN

Satan, God's avowed enemy, is there. This apostate spirit is the fourth person in the
garden of Eden. And what is his mission?

He is there with the definite, deliberate, diabolical purpose of tempting Adam and
Eve to do just what he himself had done through an act of self-will to step outside
the circle of God's will, to dethrone God by enthroning self. He is there to gain
recruits for his rebel ranks; to win subjects for his kingdom of darkness and death.

It is instructive to follow the cunning machinations of this diabolical strategist as he
succeeds in tempting Adam and Eve into doubt, disobedience and disloyalty. God
grant that it may throw needed illumination upon the path of temptation some
reader may be treading.

Let us ask and answer three questions:

What was Satan's aim in tempting Adam and Eve?
What was Satan's method of approach to them?
How did he achieve his success?

Satan's aim, let us remember, was to exalt himself to God's place of sovereignty and
authority and to secure for himself the worship from God's created beings which
belonged to God alone. So he was in Eden to draw Adam and Eve away from God, to
persuade them into disobedience and disloyalty, which would automatically cast
them out of God's kingdom into his own. To accomplish this he did not need to incite
them to gross sin or vice; one act of disobedience would carry out his purpose. He
needed only to destroy confidence in God and to lead them to disbelieve and disobey
Him.

Satan's method of approach was very cunning and subtle. It was not the method of
open warfare against God but that of undermining faith in God by malicious
propaganda. Satan did not come out into the open and contest God's sovereignty
over his created beings but he sought to discredit God in their sight by creating
within them discontent with their circumstances and by holding before them a false
Utopia, thus hoping to instigate a revolt against God.

His method has not changed from that day to this. He is attempting the same thing
and using the same method now that he did 4,000 years ago. The seed germ of
discontent and disorder sown in the garden of Eden has borne fruit and is reaping a
terrible harvest in all parts of the world today. Churches and chapels are being
demolished; Bibles are being torn to pieces; anti-Christian demonstrations are being
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staged; threats are being made of dethroning God in his own universe. Back of all
this subtle, efficient, destructive propaganda is the master mind of the first spiritual
Bolshevik who began his world revolution in the garden of Eden.

To accomplish his purpose there he put before Eve the lure of a far better condition
of life than they enjoyed under God's beneficent, loving rule, and urged securing it
by illegitimate, revolutionary means. Satan must reach the spirit of Adam and Eve
and in some way break the connection between the divine and the human. He did
this by the proffer of a knowledge even such as "the gods" possessed. Through the
human spirit illumined by the divine Spirit they did know God, which knowledge was
the summum bonum of benefit and blessing. But Satan intimated that there was
more to be known which God was willfully and wrongfully withholding from them.
They were not having their due.

To reach the spirit to which Satan had no means of access he must get at the soul.
The emotions must be stimulated to desire this tree of the knowledge of good and
evil which could make one wise. Their eyes must be opened to see how pleasant was
this tree that they might covet its fruit.

So an indirect appeal was made to the soul through the senses. Satan gained his
entrance to the inner-most being of Eve through the body. The tree was good for
food so he tempted Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit. Every part of the human
personality had been undermined by this Satanic propaganda. Satan had ap-pealed
to the whole man, spirit, soul and body but his method of approach had been from
circumference to centre; from body through soul to spirit.

Let us examine God's Word to see how Satan achieved his success.

Genesis 3:1, "And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of every tree of the garden?"

A subtle insinuation is couched in these words which was intended by the tempter to
arouse suspicion of God's goodness. "Did God really tell you that you couldn't eat of
every tree in this garden? Wasn't the garden made for you? Are you not labouring to
dress it? Then haven't you a right to its fruit?" The devil did not come to Eve at once
with a glaring accusation of God's unkindness but merely with a subtle insinuation.
He knew that harmony reigned in the garden of Eden and that Adam and Eve were
perfectly adjusted to each other, to their environment 