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"But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to
your Father secretly. Then your Father, who knows all secrets, will reward you."
Matthew 6:6

"Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house
and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed." Mark 1:35

PREFACE

This Volume is designed to be "THE BELIEVERS COMPANION IN SOLITUDE". The
Meditations, interspersed with Hymns, chiefly original, are intended to promote
serious reflections, silent aspirations to God, and self-examination; and thus,
through the divine blessing, to lead the heart to God in Christ, as the only
Foundation for a sinner's hope; and the only Fountain of a sinner's happiness.
Should this important end, in any humble measure be attained, the glory will be
His from whom all good proceeds.

Frequent retirement, and reading the Scriptures with meditation and prayer, are
essential, through the power of the Spirit, to our growth in grace. The more we
meditate on the things of God, as revealed in his holy word, the more will our
minds be brought under their sanctifying influence. The religion of Christ, is the
religion of the heart. It not only enlightens the understanding, but it purifies the
affections. The world will lose its fascinating power, and formality its deadening
effect upon us, when once we come to a saving knowledge of Christ Crucified!
We shall then use the world as not abusing it, and engage in outward forms of
religion, as needful for order, but not as substitutes for personal piety. We shall
then live in the spirit of the vows and promises which were made in our names
at our baptism, and thus evidence our new birth, by walking before God in
newness of life.

In a spirit of Christian love, the author of these Meditations has dwelt on the evil
of self-deception; on our proneness to confound the sacramental sign with the
thing signified; on the danger of our professing to know God, while in works we
deny him; and, of resting in the form of godliness, while we deny the power
thereof. Surely these subjects cannot be too frequently, nor too earnestly,
enforced. If we diligently study our Bible, that only rule of faith and practice, we
shall be preserved from those abounding errors which darken and pervert the
truth. "The entrance of your words gives light; it gives understanding unto the
simple."

May the Savior, who is love, impart his blessing to these Meditations on his
Grace and Power, that he who writes, and they who read, may finally rejoice
together in his kingdom of glory.
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1. COMMUNION WITH GOD
"When I awake, I am still with you." Psalm 139:18

Communion with God is the privilege of every true believer. He alone can
approach the mercy-seat in the spirit of adoption, and enjoy a foretaste of
heaven while journeying towards it. John felt all this happiness when he wrote:
"Truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ." Union to
God, and communion with him through the Son of his love, is the source of every
spiritual blessing. This exalted privilege can only be enjoyed by the holy followers
of Jesus; for the Apostle adds, "If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses
us from all sin." Yes, from all our sins, "though they be as scarlet," "though they
be red like crimson," crying aloud for vengeance on our souls. But, "if we say we
have fellowship with him and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth;" for,
"He that says he abides in him, ought himself also so to walk, even as he
walked."

How inseparably connected, in the word of God, is the privilege and the
character of the true believer. Let none, then, dare to claim the privilege who are
destitute of holiness so emphatically denominated light. "God is light," "the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness neither shadow of turning." All his
people are "the children of light and the children of the day." They have "no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness." Oh! that the words of Christ
may be living words in the hearts of all his people: "I am the Light of the world;
he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." "I
have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes on me should not
abide in darkness." "While you have light, believe in the light, that you may be
the children of light."

All the people of God are "light in the Lord;" -but while in the body, they are
renewed only in part, for thus writes John; "If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." Sin does not reign, though it rebels
in the hearts of the redeemed; for "Whoever is born of God does not commit sin;
for his seed remains in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In
this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil." But, "if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and
he is the propitiation for our sins;" for "the Father sent the Son to be the Savior
of the world," "that we might live through him."

All, who are united to Christ by faith- all, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on
the hope set before them- all, who rely simply and without reserve on the blood
and righteousness of the Redeemer, through the Spirit, have fellowship with the
Father and the Son. To them, God is a God that hears prayer; he grants the
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requests of their lips. As they pour out their hearts before him, so he pours his
blessings into their souls. He fills them with light, he strengthens them with
might, by his Spirit in the inner man- he speaks peace through the blood of
Jesus- and accepts them, clothed in his righteousness; the divine image is
formed in their souls, and they are made fit for the kingdom of glory.

Such is the character and experience of all who are privileged to hold
communion with the Father of spirits. What honor can exceed that of being
admitted into the presence-chamber of the King of kings— of holding converse
with Him, whom angels worship, and before whom devils tremble! Is this the
exalted privilege of the sons of men? Oh! my soul, bless, forever bless that
precious Savior, who procured all this, by his blood, for you.

Oh! my adorable Jesus! enable me to make a full surrender of myself to you. Did
you leave the bosom of your Father, to bleed and die for me, and shall I refuse
to leave this vain empty world at your sweet call? Alas! I should refuse and spurn
you too, did not your love constrain me to obedience. Oh! blessed Redeemer, 1
would now hold holy Communion with you. Oh! make me sincere. Give me a
saving knowledge of myself. Show me my true character. Allow me not to build
on a false hope, lest I cherish a false peace. Send your Holy Spirit into my heart,
to enlighten my understanding, and mold my will to yours; that my affections
may ever soar towards You.

Your word of truth declares, that, "without holiness, no man shall see the Lord."
Let me not deceive myself, Oh Savior of sinners, in a matter of such infinite
importance as the salvation of my soul. Let me not fancy myself to be
something, when I am nothing; or to suppose, that, because I am among the
outwardly called, I shall therefore be found among the chosen; for you have
yourself declared, "that many are called but few chosen." Oh! give me the
searching light of your Spirit, that I may drag from its concealment, every lurking
sin, and crucify every rebel lust!

Oh! my heavenly Father, wash me in the fountain opened for sin and for
uncleanness; make me your child by adoption and grace; enable me to cast
away the filthy rags of my own righteousness, and to put on, by faith, the
righteousness of your dear Son. Clothe me with humility. Keep me in a meek and
lowly frame. Give me a patient and contented spirit- contented with such
outward blessings as you are pleased to bestow- and patient under such
afflictions as you know to be needful for me. Make me thankful for all your
mercies. Let my heart overflow with unceasing praises for the unspeakable gift of
the Lord Jesus. Here I am, Oh my God, in your presence. Look upon me in Christ
for his sake, and through the merit of his blood, pardon all my offences. Seal me
with your Spirit, and make me a partaker of your love. Deliver me daily more and
more from the power of indwelling sin; from the fiery assaults of Satan; from the
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love and friendship of the world; yes, from everything that can alienate my heart
from you, or unfit me for your heavenly kingdom.

Give me, blessed Lord, an increasing relish for spiritual exercises; for religious
retirement; for the precious privilege of Communion with You. May the gospel of
your grace be as a well of salvation to my soul, from where I may daily draw the
water of life. May the Savior be continually more precious in my sight, and more
endeared to my heart. Transform me anew into his holy image, and seal me
yours, forever yours, a sinner saved by grace.

Without Christ, I can do nothing. All my fresh springs are in him. Great blessings
are promised to faith, but faith is his gift. I cannot believe through any natural
effort of my own. I may hear sermons, partake of the Lord's Supper, read my
Bible, and pray much, but no means, however excellent, can of themselves work
faith in my heart. You alone, Almighty Savior, are the author and finisher of faith.
Your blessing must descend from on high; your Holy Spirit must be imparted
before those means can be rendered effectual, which your wisdom has ordained
for the conversion of sinners, and the sanctification of your people. Save me
from resting in forms and ceremonies, which, without your grace, are but as
"clouds without water."

Oh! heavenly Father, whose love and grace are infinite, give me this precious
faith, that I may hourly look to Christ as my great Atonement; flee to him as to a
City of refuge; receive him as my Prophet, Priest, and King; rely upon him for the
forgiveness of my sins, for righteousness to justify me in your sight, for strength
to enable me to perform duty, to follow after holiness, to encounter spiritual
enemies, and to come off more than conqueror, until faith is lost in vision, and
the cross be exchanged for the crown.

If David could say, under the comparatively dark dispensation under which he
lived: "O God, you are my God; early will I seek you, my soul thirsts for you," O!
that, enjoying the bright beams of gospel day, I may feel, blessed Jesus, earnest
desires after your presence, ardent longings after communion with you. There is
no happiness separate from you. With you is life. Unite me to yourself. I have
daily to mourn over a cold heart. When I would do good, evil is present with me.
Every day affords fresh proof that I am a fallen creature. The leprosy lies deep
within; my whole nature is corrupt. Nothing but grace can rescue me from
perdition. I need the three-fold blessings of redemption: pardon, peace, and
purity. How cheering is the assurance of your Apostle, that we have redemption
through your blood, even the forgiveness of sins. To this fountain I would
continually resort, that through faith, I may wash and be clean. Then shall I
enjoy your presence here, and dwell with you in glory everlasting.
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There is a simplicity in the gospel method of salvation which none can rightly
discover but those who are taught of God. "The natural man receives not the
things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned." The nominal professor of
Christianity cannot enter into the rich, yet simple revelations of redeeming grace.
The humble soul, emptied of self, and filled with the light of truth, can alone
apprehend and feel the exquisitely delightful manifestations of that love which it
free, full, sovereign, and eternal.

Man is always desirous to help save himself; to work out a righteousness of his
own, that he may have something whereof to boast. But the gospel declares his
total inability for this work, and points him, as a helpless, lost, guilty sinner, to
the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world; saying in accents of
mercy- "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved." "Only believe"
was the word of our Savior to the weeping father in the gospel. He was enabled
to believe, and received an immediate blessing, in the restoration of his child.
Lord, I believe; help my unbelief. Turn away my eyes from all creature
dependencies, from all self-confidence. Be all my hope and all my plea before the
mercy-seat.

While thousands around me are rejecting your authority, neglecting your
salvation, or darkening your counsel by words without knowledge, may I have
grace, blessed Jesus, to wash in no other fountain but your precious blood; to
walk by no other light, than the truth of your holy word; to journey heavenward
in no other way, than by faith in you; to feed my soul on nothing but yourself,
the living bread from heaven; to desire no other joy, than that which springs
from union to You and communion with You. Then shall I partake of the cup of
salvation, and praise you with the countless host of the redeemed in your
kingdom of glory.

Come, O my soul, retire a while,
Withdraw your thoughts from things below;
Beneath the Savior's blissful smile,

A heaven on earth, you then shall know.
Communion with your God, how sweet!
To feel his presence- how divine!

Oh! make me for this blessing meet;

My Savior, make me ever thine.

While thousands seek their joy on earth,
Where thorns, in rich profusion, grow;

I long for joys of heavenly birth,

Which Jesus only can bestow.

Amid the tangled cares of life,

Amid the sorrows which abound,



http://www.biblesnet.com

Amid the errors, sins, and strife,
Which thickly cover nature's ground;
I would withdraw to silent shades,
And seek retirement with my God,
Where earth, with all its folly, fades,
Where I can leave affliction's load.
How precious this Communion, Lord;
With You is light, and peace, and joy;
I trust the promise of your word,
Which earth and hell can ne'er destroy.
2. THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS

"Who else among the gods is like you, O Lord? Who is glorious in holiness like
you—so awesome in splendor, performing such wonders?" Exodus 15:11

"Worship the Lord in all his holy splendor. Let all the earth tremble before him."
Psalm 96:9

If the external evidences of Christianity prove the truth of its being a divine
revelation, how much more do the internal evidences attest its divine origin.
From the period of the Fall to the Prophet Malachi, promises and prophecies
were proclaimed, types and ordinances were instituted, to foretell and prefigure
the seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, the Lamb of God, who, in the
fullness of time, should take away the sin of the world. Holiness is the grand
characteristic of the gospel of Christ- and all who are interested in its blessings
are a holy people; for the announcement to Joseph by the angel was, "You shall
call his name JESUS, for he shall save his people from their sins." "Be holy, for I
am holy," is the command of God. "Be holy in all manner of conversation," is the
apostolic injunction. Believers are described by Peter, as, a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that they should show forth
the praises of him who has called them out of darkness into his marvelous light."

There is a beauty in holiness which as far surpasses the rude features of the
world's morality, as the dazzling brightness of the sun outshines the glowworm's
light. The morality of the world consists in outward decency, and in rectitude of
conduct towards our neighbor, while the heart is wholly estranged from God.
Holiness has a special regard to God, and consists in purity of heart, and in a
conformity to the divine image. This is what God demands. To this, a promise is
annexed: "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." This is what
God works in believers by his Spirit; and without this, no man shall see the Lord.
All religion is vain, if inward purity be lacking. No outward morality- no
speculative knowledge of divine Truth- no formal observance of religious duties-
can ever be accepted as a substitute for holiness by Him who has said: "My son,
give me your heart."
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Oh! my, soul, have you been born again? Has this divine change passed upon
you? Are you renewed in righteousness and true holiness? Can you rejoice at the
remembrance of God's holiness? Are you laboring daily, through the Spirit, for
greater purity of heart, more heavenly-mindedness, chasteness of affection, and
rectitude of intention? Is love to God, your principle of action? Is his glory, your
end and aim?

Oh! blessed Jesus, I have no strength in myself to do these things. Put forth
your saving, sanctifying power. Breathe, oh vivifying Spirit, breathe on the dry
bones, and they shall live. Shine, oh Sun of Righteousness on my barren soul,
that heavenly graces may blossom and bear fruit to your praise. Angels will then
rejoice over another sinner that repents; and another jewel will be added to your
crown.

Give me grace to hate even the garment spotted by the flesh, to loathe sin, as I
should a garment in which is the plague of leprosy. Preserve me from the
lustings of carnal nature, from inordinate desires, irregular propensities, and
sinful thoughts, those seeds in the soul, from where spring so many poisonous
weeds. Purify every imagination of the thoughts of my heart; give me, holy
Savior, the victory over myself, that every thought may be brought into captivity
to a willing obedience to you. Oh! may I daily worship You in the beauty of
holiness, in spirit and in truth, that "with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven, I may laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore
praising you, and saying- Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Glory be to you, O Lord most High."

I am now living in an enemy's country. My heart, like a besieged city, has to
contend with foes without, and traitors within. Watchfulness and prayer are the
sentinels which guard the holy principle within; while circumspection watches the
motions of the enemy without. If I sleep at my post, or relax in my vigilance, my
soul would soon be overpowered by indwelling corruptions, and be vanquished
by the powers of darkness. How earnest is the exhortation of Peter: "Be sober,
be vigilant; because your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about,
seeking those whom he may devour: resist him steadfast in the faith, knowing
that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the
world." How encouraging is his prayer, "But the God of all grace, who has called
us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, make
you perfect, establish, strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and dominion
forever and ever, Amen."

Self-examination, and prayer for divine illumination, are powerful auxiliaries in
the Christian warfare. The Christian soldier must pray with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, that he may be endued with strength in the inner man.
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He must search into his heart, and learn to know himself, that he may not be
surprised by the secret machinations of indwelling sin. Oh! how arduous is the
life of the believer. The 'mere formalist' knows nothing of his conflicts or his
comforts. "See, then," says Paul, "that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore, do not be
unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is."

Enable me, O Lord, to examine myself, whether I be in the faith; to prove my
own self. Many deceive themselves by not scrutinizing their principles of action.
Preserve me, your unworthy servant, from this fatal neglect; lest, judging from
external performances, and disregarding the motives from where they proceed, I
should be found, at last, to be only as reprobate silver in your sight.

Am I in the faith? True saving faith is a living, loving principle in the heart. As life
manifests itself by action, so does a living faith- it works by love, it purifies the
heart, it overcomes the world, it unites the soul to Christ, it apprehends his
merits, and puts on his righteousness, it lives upon the promises, it realizes
celestial glories, it raises the believer above the cares of life, the sorrows of the
world, and all the gloomy horrors of the grave; it resists sin, it applies the death
of Christ as a powerful corrosive to eat out the gangrene of corrupted nature, it
raises the dead soul, by virtue of the Savior's resurrection, from the grave of
spiritual death to newness of life, it enables the believer to walk with God, to
worship him in the beauty of holiness, in the spirit of adoption, until he attain to
the temple above, where his services and praises shall be perfected and eternal.

Have I this precious faith, this faith of God's elect, which is according to
godliness? It is the gift of God; it is of the operation of the Spirit; Jesus is the
author and finisher of it. Oh! blessed Trinity in unity, three persons in one Divine
Essence, undivided, immutable, self-existent, and eternal; grant unto me this
invaluable, indispensable blessing. Without it, I cannot please you. Without it, I
cannot approach unto you with acceptance. If in Christ, I shall be precious in
your sight, for his dear sake who lived and died for me. If out of Christ, I shall be
viewed as a vessel of wrath, as fuel for the everlasting burning! Delay not, then,
blessed Lord, delay not, to impart this precious gift of grace- a justifying faith
working by love. Speak the word only, and the blessing will descend. Work in me
all the good pleasure of your goodness, and the work of faith with power, that,
going on from strength to strength, from conquering to conquer, I may rise
superior to all my foes, glorify you here in the beauty of holiness, and shine
forever as the sun in the kingdom of my Father.

3. ASPIRATIONS AFTER HOLINESS

"With my whole heart have I sought you: O let me not wander from your
commandments." Psalm 119:10
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Blessed Savior! Oh lover of my soul, give me grace to love you. Never, oh, never
let me forget what you have done for an unworthy sinner! Let me never forget
your bloody sweat, your cross and passion, your known and unknown agonies,
when you made your soul an offering for sin. Oh! that I had a heart to love you
with a supreme affection. Come, blessed Spirit, shed abroad in my heart a
Savior's love, and that will kindle mine. Sit as a refiner's fire, as a purifier of
silver, until the dross of sin is consumed, and your holy image be reflected on my
soul; yes, until I be made fit for the inheritance of the saints in light. Give me a
hatred of sin; preserve me from the wiles of Satan; deliver me from the workings
of pride; save me from a worldly spirit, from a carnal mind, from sensualized
affections.

Oh! fountain of all spiritual life, quicken my dead soul to act with energy in the
cause of truth; give me a thirsting after holiness; strengthen my faith in the
Redeemer's righteousness; my reliance on his power; my confidence in his
grace; my hope in his promises; my assurance in his love. Fill me with holy joy,
tranquility, and peace. Take what you will of earth away, only give me your
Blessed Self, and then, through grace, I shall sing in the darkest seasons;
triumph in death; and shout hallelujah in glory.

Manifest yourself, Almighty Jesus, in these days of rebuke and blasphemy, when
infidelity, popery, and anarchy are combining to overthrow your church, that
church, which you have purchased with your blood, that "congregation of faithful
men," however differing in name, whom you have chosen out of the world. Make
bare your arm as in the days of old. Stir up your people to arm themselves for
the combat, with the armor of your providing for attack and defense- with the
belt of truth; the breastplate of righteousness; the shield of faith; the helmet of
salvation; the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; and with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, that they may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and be faithful even unto death.

Preserve me, gracious Savior, from false philosophy; from that wisdom which is
from beneath- the poison of the old serpent. Alas! how is your glorious plan of
redemption perverted by men of corrupt minds, destitute of the truth. Preserve
me from that spurious charity and mistaken toleration, which would embrace in
its arms every error, every false doctrine, every heresy; and from that infidel
liberality, that boasted freedom of sentiment, which delights to darken the
clearest truths, and would root out of the world, if it were possible, the saving
knowledge of your Divinity, your Atonement, and Intercession.

Oh, Son of God, one with the Father, God over all, blessed for evermore, give
me grace to build all my hopes for heaven on You, and You alone; to plead
nothing before the Throne of offended Justice but your blood and righteousness;
to acknowledge my sinfulness with deep contrition; to loathe myself in your sight



http://www.biblesnet.com

and my own; and to praise you by a life of loving obedience, for all that you
have done and suffered for me, the chief of sinners. Give me grace to know my
weakness, my worthlessness, my wretchedness, my danger. Impart unto me
your Holy Spirit, that I may apprehend your saving merits; that I may taste that
you are gracious; and be filled with all joy and peace in believing.

O, my soul! spread your needs before the Lord, who is ever more ready to hear
than you are to pray. Lord hear my prayer, give hear to the voice of my
supplication. I want to feel a greater delight in God. I want to look up to God, as
my covenant God in Christ. I want a greater freedom of access to Him through
the Son of his love. I want a more vigorous faith; a more spiritual understanding;
a greater ardency of affection. My mind is dark; my spiritual feelings are
benumbed; I seem to myself cold and lifeless! Lord quicken me according to
your word. I see many around me who live only to You. Many hearts are burning
with love to Christ, and zeal for the salvation of perishing millions. I behold
glorious Societies flourishing in our land. Like so many trees of life, they spread
their fruitful boughs over the earth, while their leaves are for the healing of the
nations. O, how awful! -to be dark, in the midst of light- cold in the midst of holy
fire- dead in the midst of life! Lord grant this blessing, grant that the fire of love
may ever be burning on the altar of my heart, and never go out. Oh! what a
precious gift is a new heart. This is the new covenant gift; "A new heart will I
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." What a gracious command, "My
son, give me your heart."

Blessed Lord, through your abounding grace in Christ Jesus, grant this request of
my lips. I want a penitent heart- a heart deeply humbled on account of sin. Only
the sight of a crucified Jesus can melt my frozen heart, and cause the tear of
penitence to flow, as water from the smitten rock. I want a believing heart, a
heart filled with lively faith, and clear views of the power and grace of Christ; a
faith, which can draw the healing virtue from the great Physician. Oh! the
blessed power of faith, which can make the Savior's merits mine, and place my
sins on him! What joy, what peace, what sweet assurance does this economy of
grace impart to the believing soul! I want a loving heart. God is love, and every
one who loves is born of God, and knows God.

"Happy the heart where graces reign,

And love inspires the breast."

Oh! that my heart were the abode of holy love; the Spirit thus witnessing with
my spirit, that I am a child of God. How I long to feel the purifying influence of
this heavenly grace, which assimilates the believer to the saints in glory. I want
an obedient heart, the heart of a child, whereby, with filial confidence, I can cry-
Abba, Father! As love is the spring of all holy obedience, so obedience is the
truest test of love. All profession is vain without obedience to the will of God.
The Redeemer's character was marked by obedience to his Father's will. His
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active obedience, and passive sufferings, proved his entire submission as man to
the will of God; while, by his obedience unto death, he wrought out a
righteousness to justify my guilty soul and to save me from eternal death. O,
miracle of grace! the wonder of angels! and the everlasting song of the
redeemed.

I want a thankful heart, a heart to praise my God with unceasing praise. A
thankful heart is a tuneful heart. Its melody is sweet in the ear of Eternal Love.
It is a good thing to be thankful. The joy of the Lord is our strength. Humility will
help forward the work of praise, while love will strike the chords of celestial
harmony. This I indeed want- one of the richest gifts of grace, a penitent,
believing, loving, obedient, thankful heart. For this will I never cease to pray,
knowing that this is the will of God and my sanctification.

Without the blessings flowing from the covenant of grace, through the precious
blood of Christ, the greatest monarch, though surrounded by grandeur, is poor;
and possessing these blessings, his poorest subject, though encompassed with
misery, is truly rich. This truth our blessed Lord has taught us in the Parable of
the Rich Man and Lazarus. The blessings of the New Covenant are beyond all
earthly price. Nothing could purchase them but the blood of Christ; none can
bestow them but the Friend of sinners, through the indwelling of his Holy Spirit.
Lord look upon me in Christ, as a member of his mystical body, then will my soul
be filled with your goodness.

In myself, I am nothing but sin and misery. In Christ, I have holiness and
happiness, yes, and abound in all things— wisdom for my ignorance,
righteousness for my guilt, sanctification for my pollution, redemption for my
thraldom. Oh! delay not, blessed Savior, to shower down upon me, the
abundance of your grace. Your work is salvation; let mine be praise. You know
my heart, which, though hard and deceitful by nature, can be transformed by
grace. Make me holy as you are holy. If I am not be a partaker of the divine
nature, in all your communicable perfections of love and mercy, faithfulness and
truth, righteousness and holiness, I can never enjoy your beatific presence in the
realms of light. There, all is holiness, and there, all is happiness. Sin which
blighted the earthly, cannot blight the heavenly paradise. There, the tree of life
forever bears its celestial fruit; no cherubim, with his flaming sword, guards it
from unhallowed hands; for all the ransomed throng, having entered through the
gates into the city, the New Jerusalem, have right to the tree of life which is in
the midst of the Paradise of God, and may eat, and live forever. Oh! that my
portion may be YOURSELF, for whom have I in heaven but you, and there is
none upon earth I desire in comparison of you.

Spirit of Holiness! descend and dwell,
Within a heart which pants after thee;
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Of living water, You the sacred Well,

Spring up, and rise into eternity.

O! shed abroad your love within my heart,

Fill all my soul with every pure desire!

Yourself, dear Lord, in showers of grace impart,
And kindle in me the celestial fire.

Reveal the Savior to my longing soul;

His grace and beauty may I hourly see;

The force of pride and unbelief control,

And clothe me with his own humility.

Be every day devoted to your fear;

Be every moment sacred to your will;

Your voice of mercy, hourly let me hear;

And all your righteous purposes fulfill.

Then, when I draw towards earth's remotest bound,
A weary pilgrim on life's dreary road,

Oh! may my soul with Christ my Lord be found,

And spring with triumph to his blessed abode.

4. MEDITATION AND PRAYER FOR THE SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY
SCRIPTURES

"I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways." Psalm 119:15
"Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in your law." Psalm 119:18

While passing through this benighted world, how happy is the man who can say
with David: "Your word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." While
surrounded with errors of every kind, how privileged are we, of this highly
favored land, who possess the pure unadulterated Scriptures of truth. Oh! that
the word of Christ may dwell in us richly in all wisdom. Then we shall know how
to choose the good, and refuse the evil. We are too apt to draw our opinions
from the writings of men, rather than from the word of God; and to range
ourselves under certain theological leaders, rather than follow the mind and
commands of Christ. Thus parties are formed in the Church; and charity expires
on the field of battle. If I would I reach the Fountain of Truth, I must pass by all
uninspired men, however venerated for antiquity; however renowned for wisdom
and piety. I must pass by Milner, Scott, and Simeon; Owen, Watts, and
Doddridge; Hooker, Hopkins, and Reynolds; Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer;
Luther, Melancthon, and Calvin; Tertullian, Chrysostom, and Basil; Clement,
Polycarp, and Ignatius; yes the whole army of saints and martyrs, until I come to
the Light of the World, the adorable Jesus, whose word is THE TRUTH; and to
his inspired Apostles, who were guided by the Holy Spirit into all truth, and
whose writings alone contain the mind and will of God under the gospel
dispensation.
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Here I arrive at the source of truth. Here I find the true Rule of Faith. Here all is
luminous, purifying, and consoling. Here I come to the Promiser of light and
guidance. "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it
be of God." Here I am told the happy result of searching the Scriptures. "And the
people of Berea were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, and they
listened eagerly to Paul's message. They searched the Scriptures day after day to
check up on Paul and Silas, to see if they were really teaching the truth. As a
result, many Jews believed, as did some of the prominent Greek women and
many men." They did not receive the declarations even of Paul and Silas with a
blind submission, but searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things which
they spoke, were so; that is, in accordance with the predictions of the Prophets.
This search was not displeasing to God, for faith is his gift, and many of them
believed.

The beloved Apostle has commanded us to guard against being entrapped by
error: "Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit.
You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are
many false prophets in the world." Our blessed Lord has given us the same
caution with respect to their character: "Beware of false prophets, who come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves."

How are we to try the spirits? Isaiah tells us: "To the law and to the testimony, if
they speak not according to this rule, it is because there is no light in them."
How are we to form our judgment of character? Our Lord has taught us: "You
shall know them by their fruits." "A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit; neither
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit; therefore, by their fruits you shall know
them."

The judicious Hooker has forcibly expressed his opinion on the subject of
"Tradition.' "When the question is, whether we are now to seek for any revealed
law of God anywhere than only in the sacred Scripture; whether we do now
stand bound in the sight of God, to yield to traditions urged by the Church of
Rome the same obedience and reverence we do to his written law, honoring
equally and adoring both as divine? Our answer is, No! Those who so earnestly
plead for the authority of Tradition, as if nothing were more safely conveyed
than that which spreads itself by report, and descends by relation of former
generations unto the ages that succeed, are not all of them (surely it would be a
miracle if they should be) so simple as thus to persuade themselves; howsoever,
if the simple were so persuaded, they could not be content perhaps very well to
enjoy the benefit as they account it, of that common error. What hazard the
truth is in when it passes through the hands of Tradition; how maimed and
deformed it becomes. Let those who are indeed of this mind, consider but only
that little of things divine which the heathens have in such a way received. How
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miserable had the state of the Church of God been long before this, if, lacking
the sacred Scripture, we had no record of his laws; but only the memory of man
receiving the same by report and relation from his predecessors."

Oh! how delightful it is to open the Book of God, with the full assurance that
there all is TRUTH; pure, unadulterated Truth! What, then, must we think of that
Church, which would debar her members of this inestimable gift of God? Time
was, when the Holy Bible, like a prisoner, was fastened by a chain in our
Parochial Churches; but now it is furnished with wings, and flies from east to
west, from north to south, proclaiming the gospel of the grace of God.

This blessing may be withdrawn if we slight or abuse it. Dark clouds are
gathering around us. Oh! that we may be found faithful; that we may have a
humble, teachable spirit; a prayerful frame of mind, to receive the revelations of
God's will with an earnest desire, through the Spirit, to live under its influence.
Then will Christ be formed in us the hope of glory, then we shall be prepared to
dwell with him in glory everlasting.

When I read the blessed Scriptures of truth, what amazing love and mercy do I
find contained in one single promise! How inconceivably great, then, is the whole
treasure which lies concealed in this sacred volume. Like the rich ore in the
mountain, the most precious lies the deepest, but when found it well repays the
laborer's toil. When I read the writings of pious men, whether ancient or
modern, I must always peruse them with caution, and bring them to the test of
Scripture.

Tradition is useful for establishing a fact; but must not be exalted into the
tribunal of Scripture; for Christ himself has declared, "There is a judge for the
one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I
spoke will condemn him at the last day." Those who read the Scriptures with
little attention, receive little comfort from them. But the Christian, who not only
reads, but marks, learns, and inwardly digests them; who peruses them with
prayer for God's Spirit to understand them, and then meditates upon them day
and night, finds them a well of salvation; they become his delight and his
counselor, and by them he is made wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.

Lord! open my understanding that I may understand the Scriptures; that I may
know you, the only true God, as therein revealed; and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent, as my Sacrifice, my Righteousness, my Example; to know whom is life
eternal. Teach me to know myself, the vileness of my nature, the depravity of
my heart, the sinfulness of my life, that I may fly out of myself to Jesus, for
pardon, peace, and holiness.
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Teach me to know, by blessed experience, the work of the divine Spirit, that
being convinced of sin; all pride and self-love may die in me; and being led to
the cross of my Redeemer, love and gratitude may fill my soul, and invigorate
my endeavors to please you.

Teach me to know the vanity and emptiness of the world; its insufficiency to
gratify the desires, or satisfy the longings of the new-born soul; yes, its utter
inability to make its most devoted votaries happy.

Teach me to number my days, to estimate their shortness and uncertainty, that I
may not procrastinate in the great work of salvation. When I think of a dream or
a flower, I am reminded of the fleeting life of man. Your word is full of warnings,
cautions, and admonitions, to awaken my solicitude about eternal things.

Teach me to value the bliss of heaven above all earthly joys- to dread the
torments of hell above all earthly sorrow. Alas! how often do the pleasures of
sense blunt our sensibilities to those things which are above; while the troubles
of time obliterate from our minds the misery which awaits the impenitent and
unbelieving.

Teach me, O blessed Savior, cheerfully to refuse the pleasures of sin, which end
in everlasting torment; and cheerfully to endure those trials, for your sake and
the gospel's, which terminate in endless glory.

Oh! my soul, remember where you are, in a world of sinners, yourself a sinner.
Time is flying with rapid wing. Eternity, with all its solemn realities will soon open
before you. Now is the accepted time; now is the day of salvation; tomorrow, the
door of mercy may be closed; tomorrow, your state may be everlastingly fixed.
Tomorrow? Oh! my soul, boast not yourself of tomorrow, for you cannot tell
what a day may bring forth. While you are forming schemes of happiness for
many years, the word may have passed the lip of the Eternal: "You fool, this
night your soul shall be required of you."

Call together your scattered powers, which have too long wandered amid the
vanities of time. Let all your faculties be brought to ponder well the solemn
truths of God. Meditate on everlasting things. Soon must your old companion,
this mortal body, be consigned to the tomb, there to moulder into dust, until the
all-awakening trumpet of the archangel shall rouse it from its earthly bed, to
stand, re-united to yourself, before the judgment-seat of Christ. But, you, my
soul, can never die. When the hour of dissolution comes, you only change your
habitation, remaining ever a conscious, thinking being. Your powers, when freed
from the burden of the flesh, will be more expanded, and more fitted for the
extremes of bliss or pain. O then how important is the enquiry— on what state
shall I then enter? in what habitation am I then to dwell?
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Unfold the sacred volume, the Scriptures of the God of truth, and there you read,
that the righteous shall go into life eternal, but the wicked into everlasting fire.
Who then are the righteous, and who are the wicked? This, you learn also from
these sacred oracles. All, who live in open, willful sin, despising, rejecting, or
neglecting the gospel of Jesus Christ; all, who will not have Christ to reign over
them; all, who love the world more than God; all, who hate holiness, and die in
this impenitent, unbelieving state, are denominated wicked, and shall have their
portion in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone.

All, who come, as lost sinners to Jesus Christ, weary of the service, and heavy
laden with the guilt of sin; all, who are hungering and thirsting after
righteousness; all, who are seeking with earnest solicitude, for the pardon of sin,
for peace with God, for purity of heart, through the blood and Spirit of Christ; all,
who through the power of the Holy Spirit, resist the devil, crucify the flesh,
renounce the world, live by faith in the Son of God, esteem him precious and
altogether lovely, labor to win souls to Christ, by prayer, by influence, and by
example; are called righteous in the sacred Scriptures, and shall go into life
eternal.

Now, oh! my soul, behold the truth spread before you. The countless millions
which populate the earth are divided into only two classes by Him who searches
the heart; the righteous and the wicked, saints and sinners, the sheep and the
goats. Two states are prepared for them in the world to come: heaven and hell.
No middle class is specified in the word of God; no middle state, no imaginary
purgatory is revealed. Here on earth, the wheat and the tares grow together;
here, pain and pleasure, sin and holiness, are strangely intermixed; but there, in
the eternal world, it will be forever- unmixed bliss, or unmixed woe; unmixed
evil, or unmixed holiness; joys unspeakable, or anguish beyond conception. To
which of these classes do I belong? If I determine this, I shall know my future
state.

Oh! eternal Spirit of Truth, enable me to examine myself as in your sight; yes, in
mercy search me and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts, see if there
be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way.

Have I true faith in Christ?

Simon Magus believed; but he was in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of
iniquity, though by baptism a professing member of the visible Church. If any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature. The Spirit of Christ dwells in him, to
renew his soul in righteousness, to fill him with all goodness, and to prepare him,
by a life of holiness on earth, for a life of happiness in heaven.
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Have I put off the old man, with the deceitful lusts, and put on the new man
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him who created him? Is sin,
in all its forms, odious in my eyes and hateful to my heart? With relentless hand,
have I torn the entwining mischief from my bosom, and cherished with delight
the blessed motions of the Spirit? "Those who are Christ's, have crucified the
flesh with the affections and lusts." His servants are dead unto sin and alive unto
righteousness. They serve God in all holy obedience, delighting to do his will.

Have I mortified the members of my body, and crucified all inordinate
inclinations and desires? Do I never serve sin and the lust thereof? Can I freely
part with it though it cost me much- the love of former friends, the esteem of
the world, and the prospect of earthly gain? Do I esteem all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord?

The true believer can say- The world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world
by the Cross of Christ. His heart is in heaven. He abides in Christ, and Christ in
him. Have I renounced the world and all its sinful pleasures, its carnal company,
its vain amusements? Are my friends, the friends of Jesus? Is Jesus the Hope,
the Joy, the Treasure of my soul? Is my acceptance with the Father founded
wholly on the righteousness of the Son? Disclaiming all merit in myself, have I
received the gospel as a message of grace, a revelation of love to perishing
sinners? Do I receive Christ into my heart by faith in all his saving offices of
Prophet, Priest, and King? Do I dwell in Him, and He in me!

Am I clothed with humility?

The redeemed of the Lord are humble; they look at the rock from where they
were hewn, and beholding their honored station, as living stones in the spiritual
temple, they exclaim, Lord! why me? When I find, on strict examination, that
many former sins are subdued, and many once neglected graces attained, can I
say from the heart, by the grace of God I am what I am; in the Lord alone have
I righteousness and strength? Feeling the influence of holy love, am I pressing
forwards in the path of holiness? Under the constraining love of Christ, am I
running the race set before me, hastening with unwearied step towards the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus?

Do I bring forth the fruits of faith?

True faith is known, like a good tree, by its fruits. Do I cherish benevolent
thoughts towards my fellow creatures, as well as fellow Christians? Is the
conversion of sinners to Christ, the ardent desire of my soul? While preserved
from the allurements of the world, can I pity and pray for those who are drawn
away by them, as well as pardon those who speak reproachfully of me, because
I dare not run with them to the same excess of riot; because I dare not be found
in companies and places where God is not; where his Spirit does not preside,
where his fear is not found?
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What is my conduct with respect to relative duties?

To be really holy, I must be relatively holy; holy in all manner of conversation. In
every situation of life— as a child, a husband, a father, a master, a subject, have
I searched the word of God to know the duties required of me in these particular
relations? Have I diligently and frequently examined myself by that holy
standard, in order to obtain a more perfect knowledge of myself, both as
respects my attainments and deficiencies? Do I daily implore forgiveness for all
my short-comings, and seek for grace to amend what is wrong? Does my heart
overflow with gratitude to the Giver of all good, if, in any humble measure, I
have been enabled to grow in grace and in the knowledge of my God and Savior
Jesus Christ? Can I take encouragement from the experience of divine mercy, to
pray with greater boldness for more faith, more hope, more love; knowing, that
to him who has, shall more be given, and he shall have more abundantly?

Am I content to be nothing, that Christ may be all in all? Are my thoughts
continually running after God as my only resting place in this ever-agitated
world? Have I, in all sincerity, given my heart to God, and made a full surrender
of myself to him? Have I submitted myself, through grace, to the righteousness
of God, and received salvation as the gift of sovereign love, through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus?

Oh! eternal God, who knows the hearts of all the children of men; you know that
I desire to love you. In mercy fulfill the desires of my heart, desires of your own
creating, for if I love you, it is because you have first loved me. Pardon what is
amiss; restore what is defective; sanctify me wholly in body, soul, and spirit; and
when the summons is given to call me hence, receive me to yourself, as an
everlasting trophy of redeeming love!

5. THE PROMISES OF GOD

"All the promises of God in him are yes, and in him Amen, unto the glory of
God." 2 Cor. 1:20

When I read the Scriptures, almost every page presents to my heart most
precious promises, adapted to console and strengthen the mind under every
trouble. But an important question arises: To whom do these promises belong?
Has every one, who calls himself a Christian, a right to the comfort of them?
Have I a right to appropriate them to myself? Lord enable me to deal faithfully
with my own soul, lest I be deceived in one of the greatest of all concerns- for
what can be compared with Eternal Salvation?

The Scriptures expressly declare, that all the promises of God, ALL, hone
excepted, in Christ are yes, and in him Amen. As in Jesus are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, so, in him, all the promises of God meet
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and unite as their proper center. To have a legitimate interest in these promises,
I must have a saving interest in the merits of Christ. But here another question
naturally arises, a question of vast importance to the peace and comfort of my
soul. How can I tell, whether I have a saving interest in the merits of my
Redeemer, and so have a scriptural right to the enjoyment of the privileges and
promises of the Gospel?

The Bible gives me clear information on this point also. "As many as are led by
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." "If any man has not the Spirit of
Christ, he does not belong to him." From hence I learn, that if I am without the
Spirit of Christ, I am in a state of condemnation, and consequently can have no
claim to the consolatory promises of the Gospel. As many, and no more, as are
led by the Spirit of God to the foot of the Cross, are the sons of God. And those
only who have the Spirit of Christ, and therefore are in Christ, are heirs of glory.

But, if any man is in Christ, he is a New Creature; born from above; renewed in
the spirit of his mind; made a temple of the Holy Spirit. This is the character of
the redeemed as portrayed in the word of God; they are washed from their sins
in the blood of Christ; justified by his righteousness, sanctified by his Spirit; a

mansion of glory is prepared for them; they are the loved by the Father, and to
them belong all the promises of grace and mercy clustering on the Tree of Life.

Now, Oh! my soul, as in the presence of the Judge of the living and dead, before
whose tribunal you must shortly appear, bring all your inmost thoughts to the
touchstone of his word. See how far your inward state approaches towards this
exalted standard; whether you bear the infallible marks which designate his
chosen people. Alas! how many deceive themselves by false marks, and by an
unscriptural standard, calling evil, good; and good, evil; putting darkness, for
light; and light, for darkness. Lord make me sincere and faithful to you. The
heart, I well know, by painful experience, is deceitful above all things. Pride, that
old leaven of my fallen nature, is ever ready to interrupt these searchings of
heart, by whispering, "all is well;" and making a merit of those actions, which, if
brought to the test of truth, would overwhelm me with confusion.

Blessed Savior! I desire to be yours; to follow you with a single eye, and in
simplicity of spirit; to be delivered from the bondage of corruption, from the
power of sin, from unholy imaginations. Cause me to abound in every grace, that
you may be glorified; that I may be fitted to hold sweet converse with you in
solitude, apart from the noise and follies of the world. In the days of your flesh,
you set your disciples a bright example of holding communion with your Father.
In your word I read how you went into a solitary place, and there prayed; how
you withdrew into the wilderness, and prayed; how you continued all night in
prayer, separate from your disciples, on the lonely mountain. May I love
retirement with You; then I shall be able to say, I am not alone, for you are with
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me. O manifest yourself to me at such seasons as you do not unto the world.
Enable me to pluck the grapes of Eshcol, the sweet fruits of the promised land,
the precious pledges of those richer fruits which grow in the paradise above. May
I feel your love, though I cannot find words to express its sweetness; yes, may I
feel it flowing into my soul in daily increasing streams, until all sin is borne away,
by the force of this resistless torrent.

How glorious are your promises, they are yes and Amen; they are like yourself,
immutable. When the enemy comes in like a flood, and suggests that I am not
the Lord's; oh! in mercy lift up a standard against him. Let your Spirit bring to
my troubled mind some peace-restoring promise, to confirm my faith, to
confound my foes, to strengthen my heart by his heavenly consolations. In
sorrow, in sickness, and in death may I trust in your faithfulness, repose on your
promises, and triumph through your grace. Under every trial, like David, may I
encourage myself in the Lord my God, and like him, be enabled to say- "Though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are
with me." Thus, upheld by your powerful arm, I shall pass over Jordan in peace;
reach that happy shore, where angels will welcome my entrance into bliss; and
where I shall enjoy the blessed fulfillment of your promise: "Where I am, there
shall also my servant be."

The promises of God have a transforming efficacy through the power of the Holy
Spirit; for "unto us," writes Peter, "are given exceeding great and precious
promises, that by them we should be partakers of the divine nature." How
wonderful! worms of the earth, sinful dust and ashes, to be made partakers of
the divine nature! Well may angels desire to look into these things. Man, fallen
man, who lost the image of God, can now, through the Gospel of Christ, through
the promises of his grace, be restored to the divine likeness. The Apostle might
well call them exceeding great and precious promises; precious, beyond all price;
exceeding great, beyond all calculation.

Like Peter, his "beloved brother Paul," extolled the promises of God, not only as
yes and Amen in Christ Jesus, but as purifying the hearts of believers through
faith. "And what union can there be between God's temple and idols? For we are
the temple of the living God. As God said: "I will live in them and walk among
them. I will be their God, and they will be my people. Therefore, come out from
them and separate yourselves from them, says the Lord. Don't touch their filthy
things, and I will welcome you. And I will be your Father, and you will be my
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." Because we have these promises,
dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that can defile our body or
spirit. And let us work toward complete purity because we fear God."

The promises of God, when rightly embraced, never fail to quicken the speed of
believers in their heavenly course. They then can run with patience the race that
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is set before them, looking into Jesus, while animated by the promises of his
love. They are no longer slothful, but followers of those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises; treading in the footsteps of the flock, until they
reach the heavenly fold. Oh! who can grasp this one thought- "inherit the
promises;" yes, all the promises of life and salvation, of grace and glory, which
are made to man, from Adam in Paradise, to the closing of the canon of
Scripture by John? Every thing that is sublime, glorious, blissful, and holy is
contained in the promises of God in Christ. To inherit the promises, is to inherit
all things; all that Christ has promised out of his fullness; and all that his people
are capable of enjoying, when perfected in glory. Why, then, do we grovel like
worms of the earth, when we should be mounting with wings as eagles- yes,
soaring, as on seraph's wings, towards the realms of light?

"My soul cleaves unto the dust, quicken me, O Lord, according to your word."
Put your fear into my heart that I may not depart from you. Your ancient people,
through unbelief, died in the wilderness; therefore, writes Paul to the Hebrew
Christians, "Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left to us of entering into
his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it." May this warning of your
Apostle awaken my solicitude, and lead me to You for faith, to persevere under
every discouragement; for hope, to animate my soul amid every conflict; for
love, to urge me forwards with unceasing energy, through every opposition from
the world, the flesh, and the devil. Blessed Jesus! yourself the promised gift, and
the Promiser of eternal blessings, give me Yourself, and then, with you, I shall
inherit all things.

Sweet is the promise of your grace,
So freely made to me;

When shall I end my earthly course,
And dwell, dear Lord, with thee?
Firm as a rock your promise stands;
Your Truth and Love endure;

Oh! may I love your bless'd commands,
And make my calling sure.

The precept and the promise, Lord,
You have so fitly joined,

That in the volume of your grace,
They ever are combined.

Without the promise- all is dark;
Without the precept, vain!

Your wisdom, by their union, gives
Your people's richest gain.

O! may I love your precepts more,
Your promise more enjoy,

'Til I shall reach the world of bliss,
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Secure from sin's alloy.

There will the riches of your grace,

Be like a boundless sea;

The Promise, and the Promiser,

My Portion ever be.

6. THE FALL OF MAN, AND HIS RECOVERY BY GRACE

"O Israel, you have destroyed yourself; but in me is your help." Hosea 13:9

God is the Almighty Sovereign of the universe! He made all things by the word of
his power; and for his pleasure they are, and were created. Contemplating the
Sovereignty of Jehovah, Solomon declared, "Whatever God does, it shall be
forever; nothing can be added to it, nor any thing taken from it; and God does it,
that man should fear before him." Nebuchadnezzar, when humbled under the
mighty hand of God, confessed: "His dominion is an everlasting dominion." "All
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; and he does according to his
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none
can stay his hand, or say unto him, what do you? Let all the earth, then, keep
silence before Him. Let all the world stand in awe of Him who has said: My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure."

Those angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, God
has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the
great day, without one single ray of hope, or promise of forgiveness. Who dare
deny their righteous condemnation- their just punishment, torments without
mitigation, and anguish without end? Their expulsion from heaven was not an
act of arbitrary power. They sinned- therefore God spared them not, but cast
them down to hell- into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

Man, created in the image of God, fell from his state of holiness and happiness,
through the deceitful wiles of the old serpent, Satan, the adversary of God and
man. By the righteous judgment of Jehovah he was doomed to die. "Dust you
are, and unto dust shall you return." None of the children of Adam have been
exempted from this sentence, for "Death passed upon all men, for all have
sinned;" none, but Enoch and Elijah, who were translated, that they should not
see death, as types of the ascending Savior. The Lord of life and glory, bowed
his head, and died. His precious body was laid in the tomb, but death could not
hold him; He saw no corruption; He burst the barrier of the grave, and rose
triumphant, the Victor of death and hell. He is the resurrection and the life;
whoever believes in him, though he dies, yet shall he live; and whoever believes
in him shall never die. Oh! glorious revelation of grace and mercy!

The moment our unhappy parents ate of the forbidden fruit, thus rebelling
against the Sovereignty of Jehovah who had a right to command, while it was
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their duty and happiness to obey, they became spiritually dead. The Spirit of God
forsook them; the image of God departed from them. Thus forsaken by God,
Satan made them his prey, and filled them with all unrighteousness. They were
lost to every holy disposition, to all heavenly joy. They became the willing slaves
of every sinful affection, of every hateful and hurtful lust. Such is man by nature.
Such is the effect of the fall.

Grace alone can counteract the evil, and produce a new creation. Do we find
mankind, at this moment, different from the awful picture drawn by the pencil of
Truth: "God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually," "evil
from childhood." Is not the world still filled with Cains, and Nimrods, yes, with
giants in iniquity? Ah! then let not pride deny the solemn truth, that we are
shaped in iniquity, and conceived in sin; that we drink in iniquity like water, and
have turned every one to his own way. O my soul, with deepest self-abasement
acknowledge the justice of that sentence: "You shall surely die."

The moment Adam sinned, he not only became a dying creature, "dying, you
shall die;" he not only lost the image of his Creator, but he was every moment
liable to eternal death. Nothing but the breath he drew, formed the barrier-
slender indeed! between time and eternity, between earth and hell!

Angels sinned and fell to rise no more. Man sinned and fell, but oh! to grace how
great a debtor, daily, I am constrained to be! The hand of mercy was stretched
out, the voice of mercy was heard in sweetest accents- "the seed of the woman
shall bruise the serpent's head." From that moment a door of hope was opened;
a ray of consolation beamed on the souls of our fallen parents. "The seed of the
woman" was the Gospel sound- the glad tidings of great joy- the source of hope
and peace. "When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem those who were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons; and because you are sons, God
has sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Thus
writes the great Apostle to the Gentiles, when expatiating on the love and
faithfulness of God. Be deeply humbled, O my soul, while contemplating the
Sovereignty of God. Let every unhallowed feeling be subdued, while looking into
the deep profound.

In strictest justice, the Almighty might have left the whole human race to perish.
He was therefore under no obligation to save any. The prohibition in Paradise
was clear, the sentence definite- "You shall not eat of it, lest you die." Our first
parents did eat and died. Adam, being the federal head of the human race, all
his posterity fell in him. "In Adam all die," all, to the end of time. Thus, in strict
justice, God is bound to save none; for all have sinned, and come short of his
glory. But God is pleased to save some, therefore their salvation must be all of
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grace. None can claim this mercy as a right; all may petition for it as a free gift,
through Jesus Christ.

The offer of salvation is as extensive as the human race. The seed of the
woman, the adorable Jesus, when he had wrought out a full redemption for us,
commanded his Apostles just before his ascension into heaven, to go into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature; assuring all the fallen sons and
daughters of Adam, that whoever believes, and is baptized, shall be saved; but
that whoever believes not, shall be damned. Thus mercy and judgment, life and
death, heaven and hell, were to be set forth by a preached Gospel, to animate
the hopes, and awaken the fears of the sons of men.

All men have not faith, therefore all men will not be saved; they reject the
counsel of God against themselves; they refuse his offers of mercy; they will not
accept Christ as their Savior; they will not submit to him as their king: therefore,
if they perish, they perish justly, and in the day of judgment they shall stand
before the Lord of glory, speechless and self-condemned. Are any saved? it is
through the grace of God- through the love of a dying Savior, through the
operation of the Holy Spirit producing faith in their hearts to lay hold of, and
delight in, the ever precious Jesus.

Have you received this gift of grace, a saving faith in the adorable Redeemer?
Then, cease not, O my soul, to extol the Giver of such sovereign mercy. Why
should the Sovereign of the universe condescend to visit you? Why should he
pour this oil of grace, this unction from the Holy One, on you? Why convert you
into a vessel of mercy fitted for the Master's use, while thousands around you
are vessels of wrath, fitted to destruction, through their own willful
transgression? Why is this? Amazement seizes on my mind! Love and praise
should fill my heart! O why is this? Because he will have mercy on whom he will
have mercy. I must resolve all into the sovereign will, the electing love, the free
grace of the Great Jehovah.

If I choose Him as my portion, it is because he has first chosen me. If I love him,
it is because he has first loved me. If my heart is given to him, it is because he
loved me and gave himself for me. If I am united to him, it is because he drew
me with the bands of a man, with the cords of love, in fulfillment of his own
most precious word: "I have loved you, my people, with an everlasting love.
With unfailing love I have drawn you to myself."

Many reject this blessed truth. The pride of man cannot bear this humiliating
doctrine, so subversive of human merit. But what are its genuine effects? It
humbles the sinner, it exalts the Savior, and promotes holiness. That doctrine
must be true, which places Christ on his throne, and the creature in the dust;
which opposes the evil of sin, and delights in holiness!
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To all who are taught of God Christ is precious. He is their All, in All. They
receive him as their Prophet, Priest, and King. They trust in him as their
Atonement, Righteousness, and Advocate with the Father. They receive the gift
of the Spirit through his intercession, to renew them after the divine image; to
give them persevering grace; to make them conquerors over sin and Satan; to
bring them in triumph into the realms of glory, and there to place them before
the throne of the Eternal, as monuments of redeeming love.

O all-glorious Jehovah! guide me into all truth. Make me to know you the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. Enable me to perceive and
relish the Gospel of your grace. Take away the scales of error and prejudice from
the eyes of my understanding. Remove pride and the love of sin from my heart.
Give me grace deeply to bewail the corruption of my nature, as well as the
transgressions of my life; to acknowledge your justice in the destruction of
sinners, as well as your mercy in the glorification of your people. Impress my
soul with an abiding sense of the evil of sin; and with an increasing conviction of
the beauty of holiness. Cause me to abound yet more and more in faith, and
love, and every grace, until rising, as on seraph's wings, my liberated soul shall
mount aloft to your abode.

When I consider how soon the mind is disturbed by earthly cares, and delighted
with worldly comforts; how soon the imagination is filled with scenes of promised
pleasure; and how easily the affections are borne away on those painted bubbles
which burst and vanish into air— I might be amazed that cares, and comforts,
and pleasures of so superior a nature as those which the Gospel reveals, should
make such little impression, yes, be even forgotten gotten by myriads of
professing Christians, did not the Bible unfold the awful truth.

The care of the soul, which is the one thing needful; a solicitude to obtain the
favor of God through the atoning blood and all-prevailing intercession of the Lord
Jesus; a thirsting for the consolations of the Spirit, which flow from communion
with God through Christ, and which are the foretastes of those pleasures which
are at his right hand forevermore, would be the daily desire of our hearts, if sin
had not so entirely blinded the judgment, debased the affections, perverted the
will, and turned the whole soul out of the way of holiness into the broad road of
destruction.

This is the case, not with a part, but with the whole human race without
exception. All flesh has corrupted its way before God; there is none righteous,
no, not one. My heart bears its own sad testimony to this scriptural truth.
Everything within me bespeaks my condemnation. There is not one spark of
goodness in me. As a shipwrecked mariner, I must sink beneath the waves, if
help is not provided. But oh! how wonderful is the love of God against whom I
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have sinned. He stretches out his arm of mercy to save me from perishing. He
speaks with melting kindness: "You have destroyed yourself, but in me is your
help." Placed on the Rock of Ages, on Jesus, the sure Foundation, my soul is
penetrated with gratitude while I listen to the gracious voice of my Redeemer—
"I, even I, am the Lord, and besides me there is no Savior." "I, even I, am he
that blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and will not remember your
sins." "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

Such are the expressions of Infinite Love to encourage, and comfort, every lost
sinner who is enabled by grace to lay hold upon Christ crucified as his hope of
glory. Exclaim, O my soul, with the enraptured Prophet: "Where is another God
like you, who pardons the sins of the survivors among his people? You cannot
stay angry with your people forever, because you delight in showing mercy.
Once again you will have compassion on us. You will trample our sins under your
feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean!" Strike your harp with David-
"You Lord are good and ready to forgive and plenteous in mercy unto all those
who call upon you." "I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my heart; and I
will glorify your name for evermore. For great is your mercy towards me, and
you have delivered my soul from the lowest hell." Join in the chorus of the saints
around the throne: "Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him who
sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever!"

7. THOUGHTS ON THE MYSTERY OF REDEMPTION

"Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness." 1 Tim. 3:16

"The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are
revealed belong unto us, and to our children forever, that we may do all the
words of this law." Deut. 29:29

Almighty and everlasting Jehovah! clouds and darkness are round about you.
Many deep and unfathomable mysteries are contained in your sacred word, yet
on this my soul relies— that You O Lord are good; and that there is no
unrighteousness in you. In the day of judgment, you will manifest your Justice
and Truth, and silence the accusations of your enemies forever. Let me not, O
Lord, indulge a sinful curiosity in prying into those things which you have wisely
concealed, but keep my soul as a weaned child. Make me wise unto salvation
through faith in your dear Son. Impart unto me, your unworthy servant, the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of you, that the word of Christ
may dwell in me richly in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, producing in
me the peaceable fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the praise
and glory of God.
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In your word I read, that man is born in sin, and therefore deserving of eternal
death. In your word I read, that Jesus died, and through the merit of his
precious blood has obtained eternal redemption for us. "Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and do not forget all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquities, who heals
all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns you with
loving-kindness and tender mercies."

If it be asked- Will all the fallen race of Adam enter into the Ark which mercy has
provided? Alas! no. As it was in the days of Noah, so it is nhow— the thoughtless,
giddy, unbelieving world is as much occupied as the Antediluvians were, though
warned by that preacher of righteousness, in eating, drinking, marrying and
being given in marriage, smiling at the superstitious fears of the faithful, and
feeling no concern about the threatened judgment. But those who love the world
shall perish with the world.

"As I live, says the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked." "The
Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance." How, then, comes it to pass that any are lost? Because they
themselves choose the path of destruction, and will what is wrong, and persist in
it; for sin consists in willing wrong, and the wages of sin is death. Men will not
come to Christ, that they might have life; they will not have him to reign over
them, therefore thus says the Lord, "I will 'destine' you to the sword. All of you
will bow before the executioner, for when I called, you did not answer. When I
spoke, you did not listen. You deliberately sinned—before my very eyes—and
chose to do what you know I despise."

But does not the Spirit of God graciously strive with sinners? Yes! he does strive
with them, though they resist his heavenly motions, grieve him by their
ingratitude, and finally quench the holy fire. This is evident from— "My Spirit shall
not always strive with man, for he is mortal," corrupted and depraved. And with
whom did he strive? With those who perished in the waters. "In your love, you
were patient with them for many years. You sent your Spirit, who, through the
prophets, warned them about their sins. But still they wouldn't listen! So once
again you allowed the pagan inhabitants of the land to conquer them. But in
your great mercy, you did not destroy them completely or abandon them
forever. What a gracious and merciful God you are! Also from— "They rebelled,
and vexed his Holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he
fought against them." "You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf
to the truth. Must you forever resist the Holy Spirit? But your ancestors did, and
so do you!"

Founded on the truth, Paul thus warns the Christian converts to whom he wrote
"Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are sealed unto the day of
redemption." "Quench not the Spirit." How pathetically does the God of all grace
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expostulate with his fallen creatures— "Why will you die, O house of Israel?" "Oh!
that you had hearkened to my commandments; then your peace would be as a
river, and your righteousness as the waves of the sea." "Oh! that there were
such a heart in them, that they would fear me and keep all my commandments,
always, that it might be well with them, and with their children forever." "O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you that kill the prophets, and stone those who are sent
unto you, how often would I have gathered your children together, even as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you would not."

Impressed with a deep sense of the blessedness of obedience, how solemnly, yet
affectionately, does David charge his son Solomon: "And you Solomon my son,
know the God of your father, and serve him with a perfect heart, and with a
willing mind for the Lord searches all hearts, and understands all the imagination
of the thoughts: if you seek him, he will be found of you; but if you forsake him,
he will cast you off forever." Thus, all who perish, perish through willful
disobedience to the divine command. The sinner will be condemned, because he
willfully rejected the offers of mercy, so lovingly made to him, through Christ in
the Gospel; because he stifled the convictions of the Spirit; because his will was
uniformly opposed to the will of God.

"This," said our Lord to Nicodemus, "is the condemnation, that light has come
into the world, but men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil. For every one that does evil hates the light, neither comes to the light,
lest his deeds should be reproved." Paul declares: "The carnal mind is enmity
against God, for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." "To
be carnally-minded is death."

How, then, comes it to pass that any are saved? Because God is love. "A new
heart will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you; and I will take away
the stony heart out of your flesh and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will
put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and you shall
keep my judgments and do them." "You has he quickened who were dead in
trespasses and sins." "By grace are you saved, through faith, and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God." Thus the Holy Spirit overcomes the natural
enmity of the will, and influences the sinner, by enlightening his understanding,
to choose the way of life, opened to him through the Atonement of Christ, as
revealed in the Gospel.

But, does the Spirit of God never 'force' the will of the sinner to accept of
salvation? No, never. The sinner is not dragged against his will to the foot of the
Cross, but he is drawn there through the sweet constraining power of love. "It is
in the nature of the will, to will freely whatever it wills; for the will cannot be
compelled." Compulsion and willingness are directly opposed to each other. God,
therefore, in the conversion of sinners, acts upon them, by his grace, not as
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machines, but as rational creatures. If man chooses death, it is owing to his
moral depravity, and the fault is entirely his own, because he wills it, as a free
agent. "I have loved strangers, and after them I will go." But if he chooses life, it
is through the enlightening and awakening influences of the Spirit of God, who
works in him to will and to do of his good pleasure.

Yet, be it ever remembered, the choice is his own. It is the voluntary act of the
renewed will- "When you said, Seek my face; my heart said unto you, Your face,
Lord, will I seek." So, when Saul was converted, he cried out— "Lord, what will
you have me to do?" He was now made willing in the day of God's power to
perform a cheerful and willing obedience.

If the view now taken of man's condition here, be scripturally correct, we must
come to this conclusion: that man is a free agent, a responsible being, justly
chargeable with the guilt of willfully refusing the offers of divine mercy through
Christ; and yet, that it is wholly of grace, if he becomes willing to accept of these
offers and is finally saved.

Fallen man, if left to himself, would never love God; he would never come to
God; his rebellious will would forever oppose his approach to God. On this
account it was, that the Redeemer said: "You will not come to me that you might
have life," and, "No man can come unto me unless the Father who has sent me
draws him." "Him that comes unto me, I will in no wise cast out."

Now, O my soul! praise the Lord, who has showed you in his word these
precious truths. Use the means which he has appointed for obtaining the
blessings of salvation. Go to your God through Jesus Christ. Beg earnestly the
pardon of your sins through his atoning blood. Implore the Spirit's aid to
illuminate your mind, to rectify your will, to purify your affections, to take away
the serpent's enmity, the serpent's poison from your heart, to guide you into all
truth, to give you an unshaken faith in the Savior, a delight in holiness, a
cleaving unto God while life and being last.

But, O my soul, never dare to fathom with your scanty line, the deep things of
God. While standing on the brink of the vast profound, unite with Paul in his self-
abasing exclamation: "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past
finding out." And with David, "Your judgments are a great deep." "Your way is in
the sea, and your path in the great waters, and your footsteps are not known."

Act upon this great truth— that the mysteries of redemption are revealed to us as
objects of faith, not as subjects for doubtful disputation. They are made known
to us for our salvation, not for the indulgence of unhallowed speculation. Vain
man would be wise, but "the world by wisdom knew not God." "All your children
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shall be taught of God and great shall be the peace of your children," is the
sweet promise made to the Church in every age. Eve wished to be wiser than
infinite wisdom ordained, and her knowledge was dearly bought. Eden, with all
its holiness and happiness, its peace and joy, was lost; a thorny wilderness, with
cares and sorrows, disease and death, became her portion. Learn, then, O my
soul! to bow with child-like submission before the Great Eternal. Though clouds
and darkness veil his vast designs; Judgment and Justice form the basis of his
throne—

"Not angels that stand round the Lord

Can search his secret will,

Yet they perform his heavenly word,

And sing his praises still!"

Go, and do you likewise, relying on Him who has said, "My grace is sufficient for
YOU."
8. SALVATION BY GRACE

"By grace are you saved. " Ephes. 2:13

Awful would have been the condition of fallen man, had he been left to work out
his deliverance by the Covenant of works. The command- 'Do this, and live,' as
well as the threatening- "Transgress and die,' would have fast barred the door of
hope against him. If his conformity to the divine law had been the only way of
escape, despair would have made him its prey, and his doleful cry would have
been: Farewell glory and happiness; farewell heaven forever!

But, blessed be God, adored be his grace— he has not left us in this hopeless,
helpless, and undone condition. By his Gospel he has revealed Himself to us as a
just God and a Savior; just, and yet the justifier of all who believe in Jesus. A
way of escape is now opened to us through the Cross of Christ. A city of refuge
is prepared to receive every trembling sinner who is pursued by the avenger of
blood. Lord! I feel more and more that I am a sinner; yes, the chief of sinners.
Every day brings fresh proof of my corruption, and lays me in the dust before
you. My just deserving is everlasting burning; nothing less than this do I
deserve; nothing more than this can I ever merit. Lord, my name is sinner; my
nature is depravity; my heart is sin itself. What, then, can I hope for, when I
thus contemplate myself, but repulsion from your presence, when I appear
before You seated on your throne of Justice, surrounded by ten thousand tines
ten thousand pure and happy spirits. These angelic beings will acknowledge the
justice of that sentence which frowns me into hell. Oh! my God, and is this
indeed my dreadful state by nature? Alas! it is.

But on this darkened cloud, whose bosom is filled with elements of destruction,
shines the rainbow of mercy. In the midst of the earthquake, the whirlwind, and
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the fire, I hear a still small voice, speaking accents of grace, and, bidding me not
to fear, only to believe. Oh! my soul, can this be true? Does mercy rejoice
against judgment. Can God be gracious to the vilest of the vile, and yet remain
unsullied in his holiness, uninjured in his justice? Can he receive sinners, and yet
manifest his hatred against sin? Well may angels desire to look into these things.

Admire, O my soul, with never-ceasing delight, the glories of sovereign grace,
the riches of redeeming love, the transcendent mercy of Almighty God! A Savior
is provided for you, suited to your every need. In Him, you have Wisdom, for
your ignorance; Strength, for your weakness; Pardon, for your sin;
Righteousness, for your guilt; Holiness, for your pollution; Redemption, for your
bondage; Light, for your darkness; Life in God, for your death in sin; Hope of
glory, for your dread of hell. All this, and much, much more is Jesus to you, if
you can believe in Him!

What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits- how shall I show forth all
his praise? O my soul, give God the Father, the glory of your whole salvation,
who thus freely devised this amazing plan of saving rebels from the wrath to
come. Give God the Son, the glory of your whole salvation, who so willingly
submitted to meet in your nature, the wrath of incensed Justice, who so patiently
sustained for you its accumulated vengeance, who so graciously turned it away,
though it burned against you to the lowest hell. Give God the Holy Spirit, the
glory of your whole salvation, who with such wonderful forbearance has, for
years, been striving with you to draw your fugitive affections from forbidden
objects, and place them on the precious Jesus; by whose almighty power, you
have in some degree been brought to cleave unto, to love, rely upon, and trust
in the ever-adored Savior as your only sacrifice for sin, your only justifying
righteousness, your only Hope of glory. Oh! blessed Trinity in Unity, accept the
praises of a poor unworthy sinner! Inflame my love, that I may praise you better
both in lip, and heart, and life, until I am translated to that world of joy where
praise will be unceasing and eternal.

Come, O Spirit of all grace and truth, come into my heart and take up your
abode there. Oh! come and dwell in me, unworthy as I am of such a Guest.
Make me willing, I humbly beseech you, to welcome your approach, to receive
you with joy and gladness. Come into my heart, O Pledge of eternal blessings.
Fill me with light and love. Cause the fruits of righteousness to abound in me, as
a living branch in the true Vine. Come, and manifest yourself to my soul, You,
who are the Seal of everlasting salvation. Let me bear the impress of your holy
nature. Be the inward Witness, testifying to my conscience that I am a child of
God, enabling me to cry, Abba, Father.

From first to last salvation is all of grace, whether I consider the love of the
Father in devising, the love of the Son in executing, or the love of the Spirit in
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applying, its blessings to my heart. How wonderful is the work of the Holy Spirit
on the soul. His operations are remarkably declared by our Lord when about to
leave his disciples. To them, he would be a COMFORTER; to the world, a
CONVINCER of sin. Meditate, O my soul, on these two characters of the divine
Spirit, and adore that grace which so wonderfully seeks out the lost sinners of
mankind.

Before the promised Comforter could be given, it was expedient that Christ
should go away, that he should be offered up as a sacrifice for sin, that he
should triumph over the powers of darkness; that he should ascend to the
Father. This blessed purchase of his blood is now poured out on the sons of
men, and works in mercy upon his Church and on the world.

To the world he is the CONVINCER OF SIN. "When he comes," said Jesus, "he
will reprove the world of sin," "because they believe not on me." All other sins
are included in the sin of unbelief. It is the root from where spring all those
poisonous branches which have shed their hateful influence through every age.
The fruit of this tree is death. All the miseries which have deluged the earth,
sprang from unbelief. Eve disbelieved the word of her Creator, and fell. All her
children have trodden in her steps, and with her, have fallen into depths of woe.
How pathetic is the cry of David "Out of the depths have I cried unto you, O
Lord." The Bible is full of the vials of wrath, poured out upon an apostate world,
because of unbelief. The history of nations, is but the history of human crimes,
and of human miseries, because of unbelief. All the sorrows of time, all the
agonies of eternity, may be traced to the sin of unbelief. Great, then, is the work
of the Spirit, to convince the world of sin, because, said the Savior, they believe
not on me.

When I look around me and contemplate the great mass of mankind, unbelief
appears like a mighty ocean overspreading the human race. Pagans,
Mohammedans, Jews, are all alike wrapped in the darkness of unbelief! That
portion of the world, nominally Christian, is also covered with this blinding evil.
Thousands, who have been baptized in the name of Christ, remain destitute of
the Spirit of Christ. Baptized infidels, baptized profligates, scandalize the
Christian name, and form a stumbling-block to Jews and Gentiles. Thousands
who profess that they know God, in works deny him, being abominable, and
disobedient, and unto every good work, reprobate.

The world is their idol; at its shrine they devote themselves. Present pleasures,
present honors, present profits, are the things they covet, the things for which
they toil, the things for which they expend their time, their talents, their all. The
future is hidden behind the thick mists of unbelief. They neither see, nor long
for, the pleasures which are at God's right hand; for the honor which comes from
God only; for the riches of his grace and glory. Oh! how great, how merciful is
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the work of the Spirit, when by his power, he enlightens the mind, touches the
conscience, awakens the fears, and melts the heart of the worldling, convincing
him of sin, of the deadly sin of UNBELIEF, in rejecting, despising, or neglecting,
the Savior of the World.

When unbelief is removed from the heart, the next operation of the Spirit is to
reveal to the sinner, (now enlightened to perceive his danger) where HELP is to
be found. He displays to him, in all its glory, that Righteousness which Christ
wrought out for him by his obedience unto death, and arrayed in which, as in a
garment of salvation, he can stand before the throne of Justice, accepted in the
beloved. He then makes known to him for his encouragement and joy of faith,
the triumphs of the Savior, his victory over death and hell, and how the prince of
this world is judged and overcome.

Such are the manifestations of the Spirit as promised by our Lord to the world:
"And when he comes, he will convince the world of its sin, and of God's
righteousness, and of the coming judgment. The world's sin is unbelief in me.
Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, and you will see me no
more. Judgment will come because the prince of this world has already been
judged." Oh adorable Redeemer, pity a world sunk in unbelief and sin. Stretch
forth your almighty arm. Rescue the perishing millions of mankind from sinking
into the fiery abyss of hell. Manifest yourself as in the days of old, when
thousands on the day of Pentecost were cut to the heart, crying out, Men and
brethren, what shall we do? who, gladly receiving the word preached by your
Apostle, confessing their sins, and professing their faith in you, were baptized in
your name, and added to your Church.

Now, let me meditate on those operations of the Spirit promised to the true
disciples of Jesus. To them, the Holy Spirit is a COMFORTER. Delightful visitant!
None but those who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, who have found rest
in believing, whose souls repose on the bosom of their beloved Savior, can
comprehend the felicity contained in this endearing name- the Comforter. Oh
that my heart may daily enjoy the consoling influences of this celestial Guest, in
fulfillment of that promise- "He dwells with you, and shall be in you."

He is also the Spirit of TRUTH. "When he is come, he will guide you into all
truth." The Spirit guides us into the truth of all the promises, and of all the
prophecies, which, centering in Christ, receive their full accomplishment in Him,
for Christ is Himself the Truth, and to know Him, is to know the truth. What a
blessing, in the midst of abounding errors, to have such an unerring Guide.

The Spirit is the GLORIFIER OF JESUS. "He will bring glory to me by taking from
what is mine and making it known to you." The Spirit glorifies Christ, when he
reveals him to us in all the glory of his nature, as God manifest in the flesh; in
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the glory of his character, as our Mediator, Advocate, and Friend; in the glory of
his offices, as our Prophet, Priest, and King; in the glory of his work, as our
Redeemer and Savior of the world. Oh that I may have grace to glorify him by
receiving him into my heart by faith; by casting the burden of my sins upon him;
by delighting to hold communion with him; by living wholly to him, who lived and
died for me. Thrice happy they, who from the inward working of the Spirit, can
say with Paul: "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me." "For Christ's love compels
us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And
he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for
him who died for them and was raised again."

How free was the Savior's grace to the woman of Samaria: "If you knew the gift
of God, and who it is that says to you, Give me to drink; you would have asked
of him, and he would have given you living water."
"Jesus, the gift divine I know,

The gift divine I ask of thee;

That living water now bestow—

Your Spirit and yourself, on me;

Oh, Lord, of life the fountain art

Now let me find you in my heart.

Oh, let me drink, and thirst no more,

For drops of finite happiness;

Spring up, O Well, in heavenly power,

In streams of pure, perennial peace;

In joy, that none can take away,

In life, which shall forever stay.

Father! on me the grace bestow,

Unblameable before your sight,

Where all the streams of mercy flow,

Mercy, your own supreme delight;

To me, for Jesus' sake, impart,

And plant your nature in my heart."

9. THE SUFFICIENCY OF DIVINE GRACE

"My grace is sufficient for you." 2 Cor. 12:9

Self-knowledge is an invaluable attainment. Without it, we resemble a vessel,
driven during the midnight darkness, amid rocks and quicksands, and which is
every moment in danger of being dashed to pieces. Temptations and dangers
surround us on every side. The stormy gusts of passion hurry us here and there;
no wonder, then, while destitute of chart and compass, if we finally sink beneath
the yawning waves.
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Few men know themselves. This science can only be taught in the school of
Christ. The Holy Spirit is the divine Teacher. He alone can make us savingly
acquainted with ourselves. Unbelief and pride, the love of the world and carnal
inclinations, blind the mind and corrupt the heart. Many, who esteem themselves
to be wise are total fools in God's estimation. Many, who call themselves
righteous, are an abomination in his sight; for God sees not as man sees; man
looks at the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart.

The teaching of the Holy Spirit is enlightening, convincing, purifying, and
consoling. The first operation of the Spirit is light. When darkness was upon the
face of the deep, God said, "Let there be light, and there was light." In the new
creation, light springs up at the command of God. "God who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, has shined into our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." This light, darting into
the conscience, produces conviction of sin, by discovering, in all its hideousness,
the monster that dwells within. "Vice is a monster of such frightful appearance,
that to be hated, needs but to be seen."

Sin becomes truly odious when viewed by the light of the Eternal Spirit. Its
nature and effects are then known, and felt, and deplored. This sight of
ourselves is truly humbling. Self-abhorrence is the fruit of deep conviction.
Nothing can lay the sinner in the dust of humiliation but the searching light of
the Spirit. This candle of the Lord, shining into the inward parts, into the
chambers of imagery, discovers the secret abominations which are practiced
there. Oh what hidden evils are made manifest by the light- evils of every name,
the progeny of hell. Self-love sickens at the view. Pride shrinks before the
appalling spectacle.

This loathing of sin, this prostration of soul at the foot of the Cross, is
accompanied, through the power of the Spirit, with a longing after inward purity.
The soul, thus enlightened, convinced, and humbled, pants after that holiness
which forms so essential a part of the new creation. Everything which brings the
soul into a nearer conformity to the divine image is delighted in. Holy thoughts,
affections, and desires are now the natural and spontaneous workings of the
new-born soul. Once it was winter, cold, barren, and gloomy. Now it is the
season of warmth, fruitfulness, and cheerfulness. "For the winter is past, and the
rain is over and gone. The flowers are springing up, and the time of singing birds
has come, even the cooing of turtledoves. The fig trees are budding, and the
grapevines are in blossom. How delicious they smell!"

Joy and peace, like the beauteous flowers of Eden, spring up and adorn the
garden of the Lord. Praise and thanksgiving with the voice of melody form a
concert in which angels join. Filled with gratitude for such divine consolations,
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the believer thus pours out his heart: "Awake, O north wind, and come O south
wind, blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my
beloved come into his garden and eat his pleasant fruit." Jesus the beloved one,
answers to this call in accents of love: "I have come into my garden, my sister,
my spouse. I have gathered my myrrh and my spices." Oh! how delightful is this
communion between Christ and his Church. Well may the believer say: "My
beloved is mine, and I am his." "My beloved is the chief among ten thousand."
"He is altogether lovely."

Though reconciled to God, through Jesus Christ, yet, like the Israelites of old, the
believer must buckle on his armor, and prepare for the conflict, knowing that
there still remains very much land to be possessed.

"Man's is laborious happiness at best,

His joys are those of conquest, not of rest."

The enemy within, will unite with the enemies without, in contending with him
every inch of the way to Zion. Every day he will find that there are fightings
within, and fears without, to discourage his heart, to retard his steps, to make
his soul weary because of the difficulty of the way. But, as the soldier is not sent
on a warfare at his own charge, so neither is the Christian warrior. Provision is
made for him by the captain of his salvation, equal to his need:

"Jesus gives us in his word,

Food and medicine, shield and sword."

Oh my soul, you can never sufficiently praise the Lord your God for all his rich
promises of protection and care. Many times you are cast down and sad when
the enemy oppresses you; many times you tremble, as if the power of the Prince
of darkness would finally overcome you. But do not be dismayed. What do you
read in the word of Truth, for your support and consolation? "As your days, so
shall your strength be." Do you ask, who spoke these life-inspiring words? It was
not the announcement of some mighty monarch, with his fleets and armies. It
was not the proclamation of some great archangel whose powers surpass all
human thought. Oh delightful truth! they are the words of Him who cannot he;
whose power is infinite; the Eternal Jehovah, the everlasting God, speaking
through his servant Moses.

Jesus, who is God over all, blessed for evermore, is the Fountain of grace and
mercy. He alone can give to his people the assurance of hope, because none but
He is infinite in power, and infinite in grace. Hear his own declaration, "All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth." "My grace is sufficient for you."
Rejoice, O my soul, rejoice in this, that as none but Christ, who is God manifest
in the flesh, could make this promise, so, He in faithfulness will assuredly fulfill it.
Blessed promise indeed! how suitable to the needs and weaknesses, the fears
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and failings, of his people. Away, then, unbelieving fears, since Jesus has said-
"My grace is sufficient for you."

What have I now to do, but to go to the strong for strength, to go in the full
assurance of faith and hope. But alas! my faith is weak, and too often wavering,
when the wind of temptation blows upon it. Let me, then, without delay, plead
this precious promise, founded on the truth, and sealed with the blood of Christ.
With this promissory note in my hand, ever payable on demand, when presented
by faith and prayer in the name of Jesus, I need not despond. I shall receive in
return what will supply my every need out of the fullness which is in Christ Jesus.
Out of his fullness, I shall receive, and grace for grace.

Am I tempted by small temptations? There is grace sufficient. Am I assaulted by
the hottest batteries of hell? There is grace sufficient. Am I brought down into
the valley of poverty? There is grace sufficient. Am I raised to the dangerous
heights of earthly grandeur? There is grace sufficient. Am I treated as the
offscouring of all things for Jesus' sake? There is grace sufficient. Am I brought
down to the chambers of death, racked with pain, and worn out by disease? Still
there is grace sufficient. My needs are many, but my supplies are infinite.
Though millions of weak, tempted, persecuted, dying believers, have been
invigorated in every age by this living water, yet its streams are undiminished; it
still remains as it ever was- Grace Sufficient! Sufficient to relieve the needy, to
strengthen the weak, to pardon the guilty, to sanctify the unholy, to support the
disconsolate, to comfort and save all, however vile and worthless; who sincerely,
fervently, and perseveringly seek for it, through faith in Christ.

Oh for a stronger faith. Lord give me faith, and increase it. Let the dew of your
grace be ever falling on my soul, that I may blossom as the rose, that I may bear
fruit to your glory. Endue me with power to withstand the temptations that
surround me. Enable me to fight the good fight of faith, to lay hold on eternal
life. Give me persevering grace through Jesus, my only hope and stay. His grace
is sufficient for me, by whose power I am rescued from the jaws of Satan, by
whose blood I am cleansed from sin, by whose righteousness I am delivered
from the curse of the law, and made an heir of glory. For his sake, O heavenly
Father! strengthen me with strength in my soul, that I may be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus my Lord, until all my sins are subdued, Satan
vanquished, and death swallowed up in victory. Then, in the glorious day of
Christ's appearing, ten thousand times ten thousand voices will shout the
triumphant hallelujah, praising, adoring, and blessing Him whose all-sufficient
grace brought them to the realms of glory.

I will trust your promise, Lord,
Rest in your unchanging word,
Which so kindly says to me;
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"As your days, your strength shall be."
Do I feel with guilt oppressed,
Rankling in my wounded breast?
Jesus sweetly calls to me;

As your days, your strength shall be.
I have borne your sins alone,

For your guilt I did atone,

Only now, believe in me,

As your days, your strength shall be.
Ask of me the Spirit's power,

In the sad, and evil hour;

Then, my goodness you shall see,
As your days, your strength shall be.
If overwhelmed with earthly care,
Banish unbelieving fear;

All my grace shall shelter thee,

As your days, your strength shall be.
When the hour of death shall come,
Hasten to your heavenly home,
Trusting on my word to thee,

As your days, your strength shall be.
Lord, I bless you for this grace,

As I run the heavenly race;

For this promise, rich and free,

"As your days, your strength shall be.
10. THE DYING LOVE OF CHRIST

"I a the good shepherd; the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep." John
10:11

The parable of the good Shepherd is beautiful and affecting. The Jews could fully
enter into the character of a shepherd. They were well acquainted with the cares
and hazards of a pastoral life, in a country where beasts of prey so often invaded
the fold. This imagery was familiar to them from the Psalms of David and the
writings of the Prophets. "The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need. He
lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. He renews
my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his name." What
a lovely picture of a shepherd and his flock, applied with such exquisite feeling
by David to himself.

"Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that lead Joseph like a flock; you that dwell
between the cherubim, shine forth." Such was the prayer of the Psalmist to the
God of Israel, that he would graciously vouchsafe to his people a shepherd's
care. "Thus says the Lord God, Behold I, even I, will both search my sheep and
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seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock in the day that he is among his
sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep." "I will feed them in a
good pasture." "I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, says the
Lord God. I will seek that which was lost." What can be more gracious than this
manifestation of the divine solicitude for his chosen people.

Jesus styles himself the good Shepherd, thus bearing the very character in which
the God of Israel was revealed to his Church. Christ is Jehovah our Shepherd;
the good Shepherd, who gives his life for the sheep. His work of love is sweetly
described by himself. "I have come to seek and to save that which was lost." "I
know my sheep and am known by them." "My sheep recognize my voice; I know
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No
one will snatch them away from me, for my Father has given them to me, and
he is more powerful than anyone else. So no one can take them from me. The
Father and I are one."

That heart must be harder than adamant, which can hear unmoved these
gracious words from the lips of eternal love. Oh! that my heart may be melted
and subdued by these expressions of infinite mercy. "I give unto them eternal
life, and they shall never perish." Blessed indeed are those who form a part of
this redeemed flock, purchased by the blood of the good Shepherd.

The majesty and humiliation of Christ, his Godhead and Manhood, will form a
subject for admiring contemplation, a theme for adoring praise, throughout the
ages of eternity. How am I lost in wonder, when I begin to meditate on the
grace of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who, though he was rich, yet for our
sakes became poor, that we, through his poverty might be made rich. When I
consider the dignity of his nature, one with the Father, by whom all things were
made, and by whom all things held together; in whom I live, and move, and
have my being- when I contemplate his transcendent greatness, his infinite
perfections, his immensity, his eternity- when I reflect upon his unspeakable
felicity, the overflowings of his love to myriads of angelic spirits who surround his
throne, happy in his presence, and delighting to perform his will- when I thus
contemplate the ever-glorious Jesus, how am I lost in wonder and amazement,
when, bending down to earth, I behold him an infant of days, lying in a manger,
working as a carpenter, not having a place wherein to lay his head, mocked,
scourged, spit upon, and at last, with every aggravation that malice could invent,
nailed to a cross, and pierced with a spear!

Great indeed is the mystery of godliness. "The Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us;" that Word which was with God, and was God. How can we escape, if
we neglect so great salvation? In the fullness of time Christ came, emptying
himself of all but love, that, as the good Shepherd, he might give his life for the
sheep. He came to magnify the law, by bearing the curse for us, by shedding his
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blood for us. He came to make it honorable, by fulfilling all its requirements in
our nature, and by his sinless obedience, even unto death, to work out a
righteousness for us. He came to reconcile us unto God, to save us from going
down to hell, to purify our corrupted nature, and to make us partakers of his
everlasting glory.

Oh my soul, never cease to love and praise this all-gracious Redeemer, whose
love is unspeakable, whose riches of grace are unsearchable, whose purchased
blessings are eternal. View him in his glory with profoundest adoration. View him
in his abasement with deepest humiliation. Behold, by faith, the Lamb of God,
that Lamb of God's providing, extended on the Tree, his body covered with
bloody gore, his ears assailed with the scoffs of his executioners, his soul pierced
with the sword of justice, which then awaked against the shepherd, against the
man that is Jehovah's fellow. Behold this sacred victim bleeding on the altar, as a
sacrifice for your sins, in dreadful conflict with the powers of darkness, groaning
under the tremendous load of human guilt, which would have overwhelmed all
except a God Incarnate.

Behold him in this most pitiable condition, at this mysterious hour, forsaken by
his heavenly Father: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" O doleful
cry! O mysterious exclamation! Sin, what have you done, you murderer of the
Prince of lifel For whom did Jesus bleed and die? for sinners, rebellious,
ungrateful sinners; for me, the chief of sinners! Oh! my soul, melt into contrition
at the foot of the Cross; behold what terrible effects your vile apostasy has
produced; and never cease to love this gracious Savior, who, in boundless mercy
and compassion, divested himself of his celestial glory, which he had with the
Father before the world was, that he might take upon him the form of a servant,
and being made in the likeness of man, might humble himself and become
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross!

O blessed Jesus, increase my faith, inflame my love, animate my hope, and
stimulate my obedience, until my frail endeavors here below are perfected in
heaven. Then shall I sing your praise in purer strains; then shall I proclaim your
dying love with all the ransomed throng, who, on their golden harps, forever
strike the chord, "Worthy is the Lamb."

You men of the world, grasping after sordid gain; you votaries of pleasure,
dancing on the borders of destruction; you aspiring souls, whose eyes are fixed
upon the pinnacles of power; you self-righteous professors, who make your
works the sole foundation of your trust- look at the suffering Jesus! You hear of
his dying love, but you regard it not. Ah! for a moment listen to these moving
words, prophetically issuing from the lips of the pale, tortured, agonized
Redeemer, who, beholding your cold, your cruel indifference to his sorrows
endured for your sakes, thus addresses you: "Is it nothing to you, all you who
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pass by? Look around and see if there is any suffering like mine, which the Lord
brought on me in the day of his fierce anger."

O my soul, pray earnestly for those thoughtless, senseless beings, that the Lord
the Spirit may smite every rocky heart, and cause the waters of godly sorrow to
gush out in plenteous streams- yourself, the hardest rock of all!

Though Isaiah complained: "Lord, who has believed our report." Though Paul
reiterated the complaint; still bright days are in reserve for the church of God.
The prophecies glow with descriptions of glory. Language fails to depic