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PREFACE

Volume 54 of The Collected Works is comprised of two books, How to Study the Bible and The
Breaking of the Outer Man and the Release of the Spirit, containing messages given by Watchman Nee
in Kuling during his training for his co-workers between 1948 and 1949.

PREFACE TO THE CHINESE EDITION

The Bible is the inspired word of God, and every child of God should spend time to study it.
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The Bible shows us what God has done for us in the past and what He has said. It also shows us the
ways that God has guided men in the past. In order to acquaint ourselves with the riches and vastness of
God's provisions, we have to study the Bible.

God's present speaking is based on His past speaking. When God speaks to others through us, He does
so through His established word. We must let the word of God dwell richly in our hearts before we can
hear His speaking today and before He can make us ministers of His word.

The purpose in publishing these messages is to provide the readers with the prerequisites to the study of
the Bible and to furnish them with some important tools in the study of the Word. It is our hope to
render some help to those who have a desire to know the Scripture. May God bless this book and its
readers. Taiwan Gospel Book Room

SECTION ONE
PREPARING THE PERSON

INTRODUCTION

In order to study the Bible properly, one has to meet two basic requirements. The first requirement is
that the person must be right; he must pass through proper training. The second requirement is that he
has to have the right methods. During the past few centuries, in particular since the rise of
Protestantism, many books have been published on the study of the Bible. Many of them are very good,
but almost all are short in one matter—they only pay attention to methods of studying the Bible; they
do not pay enough attention to the person who is studying the Bible. They give the impression that
anyone who uses these methods will achieve good results. Many have tried these methods but have not
found any profit to their study. Those who have written books on the study of the Scripture have
studied the Scripture well, but those who try to imitate them by approaching the Bible with the same
methods do not necessarily fare as well. This is because the imitators have forgotten who they are. The
study of the Bible is not only a matter of methods but a matter of the person. Some study the Bible well
because they—the persons—have learned the proper lessons from God. When they find the right
methods to assist in their study, they reap rich results. It is wrong to pass on methods without
considering the kind of person one has to be. Even when some have the right methods, they can never
study the Bible well because they are wrong in their very person.

This is a very important point. The study of the Bible is not merely a matter of right methods but a
matter of right persons. A person must be right before he can adopt the right method to study the Bible.
Methods are important because without good methods, one cannot study the Bible well. But the person
must also be properly calibrated before he can study the Bible well. Some people have a misguided
concept that very few people can study the Bible. Others have a mistaken notion that anyone can study
the Bible. Both are wrong. It is wrong to think that very few people can study the Bible, and it is
equally wrong to think that everyone can study the Bible. Only one kind of person can study the Bible,
and we have to be that kind of person before we can study the Bible well. We have to see that the
person is first; the methods second. If the person is wrong, nothing will work even if one has all the
right methods. If the person is right, the right methods can be put to good use. Some people pay much
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attention to good methods. Even though we also pay proper attention to good methods, we should never
make methods our first priority. The methods do not come first; the person does. First, we have to be
right in our person, and then we can speak about the best methods of Bible study.

In order to answer the question on how to study the Bible, we have divided our discussion into two
parts. The first part concerns the preparation of the person, and the second part concerns the methods of
studying. We will first consider the preparation of the person.

CHAPTER ONE

THREE PREREQUISITES

I. THE NEED TO BE SPIRITUAL
A. "The Words Which I Have Spoken...Are Spirit"

In John 6:63 the Lord Jesus said, "The words which I have spoken to you are spirit." The words of the
Bible are not only letters but spirit. We also should recall the Lord's word in John 4:24: "God is Spirit,
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit." Here the Lord points out a fundamental principle:
God is Spirit, and man can only touch Him with his spirit. God is Spirit, and we can only worship Him
with our spirit; we cannot worship Him with anything other than the spirit. God is Spirit, and we cannot
worship Him with our mind, emotion, or will. Colossians 2:23 speaks of "self-imposed worship." This
means worshipping with the will. This is wrong because God is Spirit, and because God is Spirit, those
who worship Him must worship in spirit. John 6 says that the Lord's words are spirit. The basic
principle is the same: Since the Lord's words are spirit, we have to read them in spirit. In other words,
we can only touch spiritual things with the spirit.

The Bible is not only a book with words or letters printed on pages of paper. The very nature of the
Bible is spirit. For this reason, everyone who reads this book must approach it with his spirit; it must be
read with the spirit. The spirit that we are referring to is the spirit of every regenerated person. We call
this spirit the "regenerated spirit." Not everyone has this spirit. Therefore, not everyone can read the
Bible well. Only those who have this spirit can read the Bible well; those who do not have this spirit
cannot read it well. This spirit is needed to worship God. This same spirit is needed to read the Bible
well. Without this spirit, a man cannot know God. Without this spirit, he cannot know the Bible either.
Perhaps we were born into a Christian family. Before we were regenerated, we probably had read the
Bible already, but we did not understand it. We understood the history and facts recorded in the Bible,
but we did not understand the Bible itself. This is not surprising, because God's word is spirit. If we do
not use our spirit, we cannot read this book. When can a man begin to understand the Bible? On the day
he receives the Lord, he can begin to understand the Bible. From that day forward, the Bible will
become a new book to him; he will begin to understand and treasure this book. Although he may not
understand everything in it, he will begin to love it. He will read it daily and yearly. If he misses his
reading, he will feel hungry; he will feel that something is missing in his life. When he reads God's
word this way, he will begin to understand it. He can understand it because he is now regenerated.
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"That which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6). We should put John 4:24, 6:63, and 3:6 together:
"God is Spirit," "The words which I have spoken...are spirit," and "That which is born of the Spirit is
spirit." The words in the Bible are spirit. The life which a man receives at the time of regeneration is
spirit, and it takes a man with a spirit to read the words of spirit. Only then will the Bible shine within
him, and only then will it become useful to him.

No matter how clever and well educated a man is, as long as he is not regenerated, this book is a
mystery to him. A regenerated person may not be that cultivated, but he is more qualified to read the
Bible than an unregenerated college professor. The former has a regenerated spirit, while the latter does
not have such a spirit. The Bible is not understood by talent, research, or intelligence. Since God's word
is spirit, only a man with a regenerated spirit can understand it. The root, the very nature, of the Bible is
spiritual. If a man does not have a regenerated spirit, he cannot understand this book; it will be a closed
book to him.

The Lord Jesus said in John 6:55, "My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink." The unbelieving
Jews were shocked at such a word. How could the Lord's flesh be food and His blood be drink? Yet
every regenerated person knows that this refers to the Son of God. He bows his head and confesses, "I
derive my life from Your flesh and Your blood. Without Your flesh, I will not have life today. Without
Your blood, I cannot live today. You are indeed my food." A man with a regenerated spirit will not be
bothered by the Lord's word but will thank and praise Him instead.

The Lord said, "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken
to you are spirit and are life" (v. 63). Here we see two realms. One is the realm of spirit, the other is the
realm of flesh. In the realm of spirit, everything is living and profitable. In the realm of flesh,
everything is unprofitable. One must read the Bible with his spirit and in the realm of spirit. No matter
how educated, logical, and analytical a man is, he cannot understand the Bible if he does not have this
spirit.

God is Spirit. We know God today because we have a spirit. When some unbelievers argue with us, we
may not match them in eloquence or wisdom, and we may not be able to tell them profound teachings,
but we have the confidence that we know God because we are regenerated. We have a regenerated
spirit, and we can touch God with this spirit. It does not matter if we can relate the doctrine or not. The
fact is that we have touched God. Unbelievers want to find out about God through analysis, synthesis,
and reasoning. But even when the analysis, synthesis, and reasoning are all well founded, they will still
not believe in God, because God can never be analyzed or synthesized. Job said, "Can you find out the
depths of God?" (Job 11:7). No one can find out God by research. There is only one way to find out
God—by the regenerated spirit. Those who touch God with this spirit will know Him right away. There
is no other way except this way. In order to study the Bible, a man must have a regenerated spirit, in the
same way that he must have a regenerated spirit to touch God. Suppose a man has installed an electric
lamp in his house. He wants to connect the lamp to the power source, but the only materials he has are
wood, bamboo, and cloth; he does not have any copper wire. Although there is power in the electric
power company, that power cannot cause the lamp to shine. No matter how much cloth, bamboo, and
wood he has, he cannot tap into the electricity. Another man may not have any cloth, bamboo, or wood,
but he has a little piece of wire. With that little wire he can light up the lamp because the wire transmits
electricity. In the same way, a man must have a regenerated spirit before he can touch God. He must
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have a regenerated spirit before he can touch God's word.

Only one part within our whole being can study the Bible—our regenerated spirit. If we use any other
part of our being to touch the Bible, we are doing something apart from God, and such activity will not
touch anything related to Him. The Bible can either be a matter of flesh to man or a matter of spirit to
him. If a man does not have a regenerated spirit, and if all he has is the flesh and things related to the
flesh, the Bible will be a matter of flesh to him. If a man has a regenerated spirit, and such a spirit is
functional within him, he will touch the spirit when he touches God's word. This is not to say that the
Bible can become something other than spirit. The Bible itself is always spirit. The Lord Jesus said, "It
is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken to you are spirit
and are life." The Lord's words are spirit. Yet they are spirit only to the believers who have believed
into Him; to the unbelieving Jews His words were received as a matter of flesh. The way many people
study the Bible is outrageous. The reason they do this is that they are lacking the spirit. A man cannot
study God's Word according to his own mind or intelligence. He must have this spirit before he can
study God's word.

B. "Interpreting Spiritual Things to Spiritual Men"

Some may ask, "I am regenerated, and I have a regenerated spirit. But why can I not study the Bible
well? Why is the Bible like a closed book to me?" In order to answer this question, we should turn to
one passage in the Scriptures—1 Corinthians 2. First let us read verses 1 to 4: "And I, when I came to
you, brothers, came not according to excellence of speech or of wisdom, announcing to you the
mystery of God. For I did not determine to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and this One
crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; and my speech and my
proclamation were not in persuasive words of wisdom but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power."
The subject of this chapter is Paul's preaching being not with persuasive words of wisdom. Read also
verses 5 to 7: "In order that your faith would not stand in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
But we do speak wisdom among those who are full-grown, yet a wisdom not of this age...But we speak
God's wisdom in a mystery, the wisdom which has been hidden, which God predestined before the ages
for our glory." Read also verses 9 to 13: ""Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard and
which have not come up in man's heart; things which God has prepared for those who love Him.' But to
us God has revealed them through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
For who among men knows the things of man, except the spirit of man which is in him? In the same
way, the things of God also no one has known except the Spirit of God. But we have received not the
spirit of the world but the Spirit which is from God, that we may know the things which have been
graciously given to us by God; which things also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom but
in words taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things with spiritual words." In the margin of the
American Standard Version we find the alternate translation for the last part of verse 13: "Interpreting
spiritual things to spiritual men." This is a better translation of the original language. The subject of
chapter three is the different kinds of persons. Therefore, the end of chapter two cannot be speaking of
things. It is contrary to the rule of interpretation to explain a word in two different ways within the
same passage. Paul was saying that spiritual things can only be communicated to spiritual men. (The
word interpreting in Greek can mean joining together, mingling together, or coordinated together.
Therefore, it can be translated as "communicating"—communicating spiritual things to spiritual men.)
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In reading this passage, we find the relationship between the spirit and the Bible. Paul was speaking
here about words revealed by the Spirit, taught by the Spirit, and words of wisdom from the Spirit, not
words of wisdom from men. What are words of wisdom from men? What the eyes see, what the ears
hear, and what comes up in the heart—these are men's words. Where was Paul's revelation coming
from? His revelation came from the Holy Spirit, because only the Holy Spirit knows the things of God.
How can men have this revelation from the Holy Spirit? Paul told us that in order to have this, there is
the need to have the Spirit of God. This is identical to what we saw earlier from the Gospel of John.
Here it says that no one has known the things of God except the Spirit of God. It follows, therefore, that
anyone who does not have the Spirit of God does not know the things of God. Paul further stated that
he did not speak these things according to excellence of speech or of wisdom, nor in words taught by
human wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, communicating spiritual things to spiritual men.

Here Paul said that spiritual things can only be communicated to spiritual men. It is impossible to
communicate some things to some people; such things are not compatible with these people. Verse 14
says, "But a soulish man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God." Not only will the soulish
man not receive the spiritual things, but "they are foolishness to him." He will think that believers are
fools. A soulish man will not know, "and he is not able to know them because they are discerned
spiritually." This word touches the peak of this passage. It shows us that spiritual things can only be
discerned by spiritual men. A soulish man cannot discern these things and does not know anything
about them. This has nothing to do with spending time or not spending time in the exercise. Even if a
soulish man spends all his time in discerning, he cannot and will not know these things. He is short of
one vital faculty. A somewhat more scientific description of the soulish man is the psychological man,
the man under the control of his own psychology. Spiritually speaking, it is the unregenerated man. A
soulish man is a natural man, an unregenerated man. He is like Adam, a living soul, who does not have
the Spirit of God within him and who cannot know the things of God.

As arule, after a man becomes a Christian, he should know the things of the Spirit. But why is it that so
many brothers and sisters do not know them? The reason is that though they have a regenerated spirit,
they are not necessarily spiritual men. Paul's emphasis in 1 Corinthians 2 and 3 is not merely the spirit
but to be spiritual. John's emphasis is the spirit, but Paul's emphasis is on being spiritual. A man must
not only have the spirit but must be spiritual according to this spirit. One must have the spirit; without
the spirit one can do nothing. But to have the spirit alone without living under the principle of this
spirit, that is, without living in this spirit and walking according to this spirit to be a spiritual man, is
useless.

Suppose you take a man who is born blind into a garden and tell him that he is standing in front of a
mango tree. You can explain to the blind man what the fruits are like. But will he understand what you
are saying? Even if he is very clever, very discerning, and has very sharp ears, he will still not
understand what a mango tree is like. You can tell him about green, but he will not understand what
green is. The world of sound is different from the world of sight, and the world of sight is different
from the world of thoughts. In the same way, one has to exercise his spirit before he can realize the
spiritual world. Those who have eyes may not necessarily see; one must exercise the function of the
eyes before he can see. A blind man cannot see the mango tree. A man with good eyes can only see the
mango tree if he opens his eyes. A blind man cannot see the mango tree with his ears. A normal man
cannot see the mango tree either if he only uses his ears. The problem today is that blind ones have no
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eyes to see the mango tree, while men with good eyes try to hear the mango tree with their ears. A
soulish man cannot know God; no one can know Him by turning to soulish faculties. But a man with a
regenerated spirit does not know God either if he only uses his soul. This does not mean that anyone
who has a spirit can know God. Even after God's Spirit has entered into a man, it is still possible for
that man to not know God. Wisdom and intelligence do not help an unbeliever know God; neither do
they help a Christian know God. Knowledge does not help an unbeliever understand the Bible; neither
does it help a Christian understand the Bible. The way to understand the Bible is by the spirit. It is not
merely a matter of having the spirit, but a matter of being spiritual. No one can say that he has a spirit
but does not have to walk according to it and instead can walk according to his former ways. Such
ways were unacceptable when the man did not have a regenerated spirit; they are equally unacceptable
now that he has a regenerated spirit. The fundamental way to the understanding of the Bible is through
the spirit. This is the reason Paul showed us in 1 Corinthians 2 that the issue is not having or not having
the spirit, but of being spiritual or not being spiritual. Spiritual things are discerned only by spiritual
men.

First Corinthians 3:1 says, "And I, brothers, was not able to speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to
fleshy, as to infants in Christ." Here is another word: fleshy. The Corinthian believers were infants in
Christ; they were fleshy. This is the reason verse 2 says, "I gave you milk to drink, not solid food." To
be sure, such ones are not totally ignorant of spiritual things. Yet they can only touch the most obvious
revelations; they cannot touch anything deeper. They are fleshy, and therefore they can only take milk,
not solid food. Milk is for those in their first stage of life. This means that these ones can only take the
most elemental revelations in Christianity. Solid food, on the other hand, is for a grown-up throughout
his lifetime. It refers to the deeper and more profound revelations. A man does not continue drinking
milk all the time; there is only a short period during his life when he has to drink milk. Yet there are
men who, like the Corinthian believers, are drinking milk all the time. "For you were not yet able to
receive it. But neither yet now are you able."

First Corinthians 2 and 3 show us three kinds of men:

First, there is the soulish man. Such a man merely possesses all the faculties of the soul. We can call
him the psychological man. A soulish man is an unregenerated man; he does not have a regenerated
spirit and does not have the proper organ to understand God's word. Such a person cannot understand
the Bible.

Second, there is the fleshy man. Such a man has God's life and His Spirit within him. But he walks not
according to this spirit but according to the flesh. He has a regenerated spirit, but he does not use his
spirit or subject himself to the rule of his spirit. He has a spirit, but he does not come under the control
of the spirit or allow the spirit to take over everything. The Bible calls this kind of person fleshy. He
has a very limited understanding of the Bible. He can only take milk, not solid food. Milk is something
that is first digested by the mother. It refers to indirect revelations, revelations that do not come to a
person directly. A man who drinks milk cannot receive any direct revelation from God. He receives
revelation from other spiritual men, who transfer such revelation to him.
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Third, there is the spiritual man. Such a person has the Spirit of God. He operates under the power of
the living Spirit and walks according to the principle of the Spirit. The amount of revelation he receives
is unlimited. God's Word says that spiritual things can only be discerned by spiritual men.

In order to study the Bible, we have to remember these basic requirements: We must be spiritual and
we must walk according to the spirit.

II. CONSECRATION
A. The Heart Being Open

The Bible is the word of God. It is full of God's light. Yet this light will only enlighten those who are
open to Him. Second Corinthians 3:18 says, "But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting
like a mirror the glory of the Lord." The basic qualification for being enlightened by the glory of the
Lord is to behold Him with unveiled face. If a man comes to the Lord with a veiled face, the glory will
not enlighten him. God's light will only enlighten those who are open to Him. If a man is not open to
God, he will not receive God's light. The trouble with some people is that they are closed to the Lord.
Their spirit, heart, will, and mind are all closed to God. As a result, the light of the Scriptures will not
reach them. Even though the sun is full of light and shines on the whole world, its light will not reach a
person who sits inside a room with closed door and windows. The problem is not with the light but
with the person. Light will only shine on those who are open to it. This is true of physical light, and this
is also true of spiritual light. Whenever we lock ourselves in, light cannot shine through. Some people
are closed to the Lord; they can never see God's light. We must not pay attention just to reading and
studying; rather, we should ask if we are open before the Lord. If we do not have an unveiled face, the
glory of the Lord will not shine on us. If our heart is not open to God, God cannot give us any light.

Light operates according to a law. It shines on those who are open to it, and the amount of shining
depends on the amount of openness. This is a law. If all the doors and windows of a room are closed
but just one crack is left open, light will still come in. It is not difficult to get the light. As long as one
follows this law, he will receive the light. But if he acts contrary to this law, he will not have any light.
A man who is closed to God may study and pray much, but he will remain ignorant as far as
understanding the Bible is concerned. It is hard for a man to expect any light when he is not open to
God. God's light does not come unconditionally. In order to have God's light, one must first fulfill the
conditions for receiving it.

Every child of God has a Bible in his hand, but the amount of light each receives from this book is
different. Some are completely ignorant of what the Bible says. Others receive some light from reading
it. Still others are full of light when they read it. The reason for the difference is that the persons
reading it are different. God's light is the same, but the persons are different. People who are open to
God can understand the Bible. Others who are closed to God cannot understand the Bible. Some are
closed completely, and as a result they are in complete darkness. Others are closed partially, and as a
result they receive partial light. Any lack of sight that we experience, whether great or small, complete
or partial, means that we are in darkness. We should never consider it a small thing to find ourselves
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having difficulty understanding the Bible. If we have difficulty understanding the Bible, it can only
mean one thing: We are living in darkness! It is a very serious thing to read God's Word and not
understand or receive any light from it.

Next, we should ask what is the meaning of being open to God? Openness comes from unconditional
and unreserved consecration. Openness to God is not a temporary attitude; it is a permanent disposition
which a man develops before God. It is not an incidental temperament but a continuous practice.
Openness to God can only come from unconditional and unreserved consecration. If a man's
consecration to God is perfect and absolute, he will have no reservation toward God and will not be
closed in any way. Any closedness reflects shortages in one's consecration. Darkness is the result of
being closed, and being closed is the result of a lack of consecration. Any time there is a shortage of
consecration, there will be reservations. When a man refuses to humble himself before God in any area,
he will try to justify himself instead. As a consequence, he cannot understand the scriptural truth related
to that same area. As soon as he touches that area, he will try to dodge it. This is the reason we say that
darkness comes from being closed, and being closed comes from a lack of consecration. All kinds of
darkness come as a result of being closed, and being closed in any area is the result of a lack of
consecration and submission.

B. The Eye Being Single

Many portions of the Bible explicitly speak of light. In Matthew 6:22 the Lord Jesus spoke on the light
of the heart, saying, "The lamp of the body is the eye." The Lord did not say that the eye is the light of
the body. Rather, He said that the eye is the lamp of the body. Light relates to God, while the lamp
relates to us. Light is in God's word, whereas the lamp relates to us. The lamp is the place where light is
retained. In other words, the lamp is the place where God deposits His light. It is also the place where
we retain and release the light. In order for God's word to shine in us, we must have a lamp within us.
This lamp is our eye. "If therefore your eye is single, your whole body will be full of light; but if your
eye is evil, your whole body will be dark" (vv. 22-23). In order for our whole body to be full of light,
the Lord specified one condition—our eye must be single.

What does it mean to have a single eye? Although we have two eyes, there is only one focus; they only
see one thing at one time. Our eyes are sick if they have two foci and see two objects at one time;
neither have a clear view. They are not single. In order for the eyes to see clearly, they must have only
one point of focus; they cannot have two foci. In receiving the shining there is the matter of light, and
there is also the matter of the seeing of the eyes. If we have never experienced any grace and mercy, we
have never experienced any light upon us. But now that we have received grace and mercy, light is
upon us. The next problem is not with the light, but with our eye. If our eye is not single, we cannot
perceive the light. Many people's eye is not single; they see not just one thing but two things at the
same time. Sometimes they see one thing as if it were two things. Light is not clear to them. In fact,
they may be in total darkness.

The Lord said, "No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon" (6:24). Many people do
not have light because their eye is not single. The reason their eye is not single is that they are short of
consecration before the Lord. What is consecration? It is serving Jehovah alone. A man cannot serve
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two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other;
he cannot serve both well. He cannot maintain such a balance. No one can serve the Lord on the one
hand and serve mammon on the other hand. All those who try to serve two masters find out sooner or
later that they love one and hate the other. We must either consecrate ourselves to the Lord absolutely,
or we will serve mammon completely. The Lord said that the eye has to be single. This means that our
service and our consecration must be single. Singleness of the eye signifies singleness of consecration.

May the Lord show us this basic principle. If we want to read the Bible, understand its teachings, and
receive its revelations, we have to bear one responsibility before the Lord: We have to consecrate
ourselves absolutely to Him. Only this will give us light through the Bible. Once we have a problem
with our consecration, we have a problem with our seeing. When we have a problem with our seeing, it
means that we first have a problem with our consecration. We must be fully convinced that no man can
serve two masters.

The other master has a name—mammon. Mammon signifies money and wealth. Much light from the
Bible has been veiled because of money. Many people have been veiled from the light of the Bible
because of mammon. Many people fail to see the truth in the Bible because they have a problem with
money. In addition to God, they have money, and they are not willing to drop their pursuit of money.
There is a conflict between the truth and their personal interest. If they could lay aside their personal
interest and pursue the truth at all costs, the Bible would be crystal clear to them. Many people sacrifice
the teachings of the Bible because they have a problem with mammon. If all the Christians were settled
in the matter of mammon, there would be a big increase in the number of obedient ones. We have to
heed this warning from God. Whenever we are careless and turn a little to our private interest, God's
light will be cut off. In order to see light, we cannot serve mammon. We cannot have two interests. We
cannot maintain God's interest as well as our own interest. We can only consider one interest—God's
interest. Once our personal interest is taken into consideration, we have two masters, and our eye is no
longer single. A double-minded person cannot study the Bible; neither can one who has reservations
from private interests. Only those with a single eye can study the Bible.

How can the eye be single? The Lord said, "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also"
(6:21). The amazing thing is that when mammon is under our direction, it will not become a harm but a
help to us. When our heart is for mammon, we love money, and it is difficult for our heart to be
inclined to God. But if we are able to direct our treasure, we will be able to direct our heart. This is the
reason we have to learn to give our treasures away. The Lord said, "For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also." When a man stores up his treasure on the Lord's side, spontaneously his heart
will go to the Lord's side. If a man stores up his treasure in heaven, his heart will be in heaven. Where
our treasure is, there will our heart be also. If everything we have is with God, our heart will
spontaneously be with God, and our eye will be single.

In order to understand the Bible, we need an absolute consecration. Without consecration, our heart
will not go to God. One special characteristic of consecration is that it brings our heart to God. When
we offer up everything to God, our heart will follow us because our treasure has moved on. There are
two kinds of consecration. With one kind, the heart goes first. With the other kind, the heart follows
afterward. Some people consecrate their treasure after their heart is touched. Others find their heart
following, after they have consecrated their treasure. Whether or not we think our heart will follow us,
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we only need to take care of our consecration. Whatever we hold on to most dearly should go first. We
should give it away in the name of the Lord to needy ones. When our things are given away, our heart
goes to the Lord. When all our things are with the Lord, our eye will be single.

Once our eye becomes single, it becomes clear, and light will shine through. The Lord said, "Your
whole body will be full of light" (v. 22). What does it mean to have the whole body full of light? It
means to have enough light for our feet to walk, for our hands to work, and for our minds to think. In
other words, we have light in all areas. Light fills our emotion, will, mind, love, walk, and pathway. We
see everything, for our eye is single.

Previously, we have said that only spiritual men can understand the Bible. Now we have to add one
more thing: Only consecrated ones can understand the Bible. If a man is not consecrated, he can never
read the Bible well. As soon as he opens the Bible, he will come across places that he has held back in
consecration, and darkness will be with him. As he reads on, he will come across further unconsecrated
areas, and darkness will be with him again. Once darkness is with a man, he cannot hope to receive
anything from God. A man must be absolute for God. He cannot serve the Lord on the one hand, and
expect to take his own way on the other hand. Some people have argued that they are sincere in seeking
God's will, yet they do not know what the Bible teaches. They say they do not know where their
problem lies. But this is an excuse; it is not a fact. A man does not know because he does not want to
take God's way. If he is truly serious about taking the Lord's way, he will find the way clear and
obvious before him. The only kind of person who is never clear is one whose eye is not single.

C. The Need for Continual Obedience

God grants us revelation of scriptural teachings according to the measure of obedience we render to
Him. The more we obey Him, the more light we will receive. If we continue to obey God, we will
continue to see. Without consecration, we cannot see. Without a continual obedience, we cannot
continue to see. If our consecration is not thorough, the shining will not be great. If our obedience is not
fine and detailed enough, the light we receive will not be fine and detailed enough. Therefore, the
fundamental issue is consecration. If a man does not understand the meaning of consecration, he cannot
understand the Bible. A consecrated person must not only have an initial, fundamental consecration,
but he must sustain an obedience before the Lord all the time. Only then will he continually see. The
amount of light a man receives depends on the amount of obedience he sustains after his initial
consecration. If we are perfect in our obedience, we will be perfect in our seeing.

We should pay special attention to the Lord's word in John 7:17: "If anyone resolves to do His will, he
will know concerning the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself." If a man
resolves to do God's will, he will know. In other words, obedience is the one condition for knowing. A
resolution to do God's will is a condition for knowing God's teaching. If a man has no intention to do
God's will, yet wants to know God's teaching, he is asking for the impossible. In order to know God's
teaching, a man must first resolve to do His will. This resolution relates to one's attitude. God wants us
to be obedient first in our attitude. If a man is obedient to God in his attitude, God's teaching will be
clear to him. We should not ask what the Bible teaches. Instead, we should ask if we are willing to
obey His word. The problem is with our attitude; it has nothing to do with the teaching of the Bible.
Whether or not the Bible will be open to us depends on our attitude towards God. We are responsible
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for our attitude, while God is responsible for His teaching. If our attitude is right, God will reveal
Himself to us and open our eyes immediately. If we supplement this with our obedience, our attitude
will be right once again and God will grant us further revelation. First there is a right attitude, and then
there is revelation. If we respond to the revelation with obedience, we will have more of the right
attitude and will receive more revelation.

Many people claim that they have seen truths in the Bible. Actually, only those who resolve to do
God's will have seen them. Only they can claim that their seeing is clear and thorough. The Lord has to
do much work in us before we can "resolve" this way. Do not think that light comes without a price.
Every seeing is accompanied by a high price; we have to pay a price to see. Sometimes God has to
bring a person through two or three experiences before he sees something. Sometimes God has to bring
him through six or seven experiences before he sees anything. God's light often comes to us in a
reflective way. First it shines on something else, and then it is reflected to us. God's light is often
reflective light. We must see light from one angle before we can see light from another angle and then a
third angle. Sometimes we need to go through a few experiences before we can see light. If we are
disobedient in one thing, we miss the revelation. This is the way God's light acts. Many times we can
only see clearly after we have positioned ourselves in different angles. The more price we pay before
the Lord, the more light we see. One experience of obedience will lead to another experience and then
to even more obedience. One experience of light will lead to another experience and then to even more
light. God's will is behind every arrangement He has made. Whenever a man misses two or three
opportunities to obey God, he suffers loss before God.

No matter how much confidence we have in our consecration and obedience, we have to realize that
something is wrong with our consecration whenever we are veiled. Whenever we fail to see, our eyes
are wrong. God is never short of light, but whenever He sees any unwillingness on our part, He will
hold back His speaking. God never forces anyone to do anything, but neither does He release His word
in a cheap way. If there is any unwillingness on our part, the Holy Spirit will shy away; He will retreat
and not release Himself in a cheap way. If something is wrong with man's consecration, God will not
give him any light. It is not a small thing for a man to fail to understand the Bible, because it
underscores a problem in his consecration. Spiritual eyesalve involves a price; it does not come freely.
Every seeing involves a price. No seeing comes freely.

III. BEING EXPERIENCED IN PRACTICE

Hebrews 5:14 says, "But solid food is for the full-grown, who because of practice have their faculties
exercised for discriminating between both good and evil." The word practice can be translated as
"habit." There is one condition to receiving God's word—a man must be full-grown. Only a full-grown
man can eat solid food. Why must a man be full-grown before he can eat solid food? This has to do
with his habit. A full-grown man can take solid food because he is used to it. His faculties are
exercised, and he can discriminate between both good and evil. Verse 13 speaks of being experienced
in the word of righteousness. To be experienced in the word of righteousness means to be experienced
in the word of God. The word experienced in Greek has to do with industrial skill; it means to be
dexterous. Some workers are unskillful, while others are dexterous. A dexterous worker is one who has
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passed through much training and who has become skillful in his trade. A person who is experienced in
God's word is one who is well trained and skillful in His word. If a man wants to study the Bible and
understand God's word, he must be experienced in his practice.

The Bible exposes our condition. The kind of person we are determines the kind of Bible we read. If
we want to know what a person is like in character and habit, all we have to do is to show him a chapter
of the Scriptures and see what he gets out of it. The kind of person he is will determine the kind of
reading he will have. A curious man will find the Bible full of curious things. An intellectual person
will find the Bible full of reasonings. A simple-minded person will find the Bible merely a collection of
verses. It is a fact that a man's character and habit are often revealed through his reading of the Bible. If
a man is not disciplined by God in his character and habits, he will fall into total error, and his reading
of the Bible will be spiritually fruitless.

What kind of character and habits must a person have in order for him to read the Bible?

A. Not Being Subjective

Every reader of the Bible should learn to be objective. No subjective person can understand the Bible.
A subjective person is not suitable to be a learner. If we speak to an objective person, he will
understand after we speak once. But a subjective person will not understand after we speak three times.
Many people do not understand what others are saying, not because they are unintelligent, but because
they are too subjective. They live entirely in their mind and cannot take in others' words. They are full
of thoughts, opinions, and proposals. Others' words cannot find any ground in them. Their mind may be
focused on water, while others may be speaking about mountains. They interpret what they hear and
take the mountains to mean mountains with water. A subjective person cannot understand men's word
accurately, let alone hear God's word! He cannot understand worldly things, let alone spiritual things.

One interesting thing about those who are good at studying the Bible is that they are all quick to listen.
Once others say something, they understand exactly what has been spoken. An objective person can
listen to others, and he can also understand the Bible. In contrast, some people do not have any idea
what others are saying even after listening once or twice. They have too many things in their head.
They are full of thoughts, opinions, and proposals. Others can repeat the same thing to them once or
twice, but they will still not get it. In order to find out if we are subjective, we only need to ask
ourselves if we understand what others are saying. Can we understand what others are saying even if
they speak very briefly? Our days on this earth are limited. If we are subjective, the time that is
available to us will be greatly reduced. An objective man can get more from reading the Bible one time
than a subjective man can from reading it ten times. A subjective man will miss what he reads even
after he reads it once, twice, or even nine or ten times. The Bible will slip by him and not leave any
impression in him.

Recall the story of Samuel. When the Lord called him, he went to Eli again and again because he
thought Eli was calling him (1 Sam. 3:4-10). God was calling him, but he thought that Eli was calling
him. He had heard Eli's voice many times, but this time it was surely not Eli's voice. Could he not tell
the difference? Samuel's subjectivity made him think that Eli was calling him. This is the reason he
could not differentiate between Eli's voice and God's voice.
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The problem with many people is that they will not allow God to break down their subjectivity. No
matter how much they study the Bible, they cannot form any impression of it. It seems as if they never
hear God's speaking. When we go to the Lord to read His word, our mind must be open to Him. Our
opinions, feelings, heart, and everything we are must be open to Him as well. In other words, we
cannot be subjective. We must realize the importance of this matter. If a man is not dealt with in this
matter, he cannot read the Bible well. An objective person is full of waiting; he waits for God to speak.
His inward being waits quietly for God's word. If a man is in this state, he will easily understand what
God is saying when he opens to His word. It is unnecessary to ask whether or not a man is spiritual. All
we have to ask is what he has received when he reads a certain chapter of the Bible. Some cannot tell
us what they have received. This proves that they are subjective. It is not easy for a subjective person to
listen to others. He is like those in Hebrews 5:11, who are "dull of hearing." Some people are full of
many things, and others' words cannot find any room in them. Subjectivity is a very serious problem. A
subjective man cannot hear God's word and cannot touch spiritual things.

B. Not Being Careless

Second, no one can be careless in reading the Bible. The Bible is a very accurate book. Not a single
word of it can be misread or replaced. If a person is somewhat careless, he will miss God's word. A
subjective man will miss God's word, and a careless man will also miss God's word. We have to be
careful. The more we know God's word, the more careful we will be. A sloppy person has a sloppy
reading of the Bible. As soon as we hear a brother speak on the Bible, we know whether he is a sloppy
person or a careful person. In reading or memorizing a verse, many people make careless mistakes with
crucial words. This is a terrible habit. It is easy for us to become inaccurate in our habit. This leads to
an inaccurate understanding of the Bible. In many instances a little carelessness on our part will lead to
a misunderstanding of God's word. Let us consider a few examples.

The Bible pays much attention to the distinction between singular and plural forms. We have to
differentiate between the singular and the plural form of a word; we cannot be careless about it. Sin and
sins are different in the original language. Sin in the singular form refers to man's sinful nature,
whereas the plural form of the word, sins, refers to man's sinful acts. When the Bible speaks of God's
forgiveness of man's sins, it uses the plural form—sins, as the many sinful acts. God never forgives
man's sin—the sinful nature. Sin cannot be forgiven. We need deliverance from our sinful nature (the
singular sin), but we need forgiveness for our sinful acts (the plural sins). The Bible makes a clear
distinction between the two.

There is also a difference between sin and the law of sin. If a man is not delivered from the law of sin,
he cannot be delivered from sin. Romans 6 is on deliverance from sin, while chapter seven is on the
law of sin. If we are a little careless, we will think that these two things are more or less the same.
When we read Romans 6, we may think that the problem of sin is fully settled by the end of the
chapter, because at the end of the chapter Paul anticipates the beginning of chapter twelve, where the
offering up of one's body and members is spoken of. However, Paul knew clearly that in order to be
delivered from sin, we also have to know of the law of sin, and in order to overcome the law of sin,
there is the need of the law of the Spirit of life in chapter eight. If we are careless, we may not think
that there is much difference between sin and the law of sin, and may thus overlook God's word. God's
word is pure; every word has its proper emphasis. If our speaking is careless, we will be led to think
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that God's word is also careless, and this will frustrate us from understanding His word.

In Romans 7, in addition to the law of sin, there is another law—the law of death. If we are careless, we
may think that the law of sin and the law of death are more or less the same. But actually the two are
entirely different. Sin refers to one's defilements, while death refers to one's impotence. Willing to do
good but not being able to do so is the operation of the law of sin, whereas to will to refrain from evil
but not being able to refrain from it is the operation of the law of death. Sin leads one to involuntarily
do what he does not want to do, whereas death prohibits one from doing what he wants to do. We are
delivered from the law of sin through our death with Christ, and we are delivered from the law of death
through our resurrection with Him. Romans 7 shows us not only the law of sin but also the law of
death. If we are careless and sloppy, we will miss these truths. It is therefore obvious that only those
who are careful and accurate can study the Bible well.

I have heard some say that we put on the righteous robe of the Lord Jesus, that God has given us the
righteousness of Christ as our robe of righteousness, and that we are no longer naked, but now can
come to God. But the Bible does not teach this. Nowhere in the Bible do we find the righteousness of
the Lord Jesus being given to us for our righteousness. The Bible says that God has given us the Lord
Jesus as our righteousness. He has not torn off a piece of the righteousness of Christ and given it to us
for our righteousness. He has given us the Lord Jesus, the very person, to be our righteousness. There is
a very big difference here! A careless person will think that the righteousness of the Lord Jesus and the
Lord Jesus as righteousness are more or less the same. Little does he realize that the righteousness of
the Lord Jesus belongs to Him alone; it can never be transferred to us. Everyone should be righteous
before God, and the Lord Jesus also has to be righteous before God. But His righteousness is for
Himself. His righteousness is the righteousness He lived while He was on earth. If we can become
righteous simply by assuming His righteousness, why did the Lord have to die? The righteousness of
the Lord Jesus is not transferable. His righteousness belongs forever to Him alone; no one can share in
it. Our righteousness is the person of the Lord Jesus; our righteousness is not His righteousness. In the
entire New Testament we only can find the Lord Jesus as our righteousness (except one instance in 2
Peter 1:1, which means something different), never the righteousness of the Lord Jesus as our
righteousness. The righteousness of the Lord Jesus qualifies Him to be our Savior. Because He is
righteous, He does not need redemption for Himself. The Lord Jesus is fully justified by God. Now
God has given Him to us to be our righteousness. The righteousness which God has given us is Christ.
We put on Christ. When we have Him on us, we have righteousness. We are not justified by our
conduct. We put on Christ, and Christ is our righteousness. We are accepted in the Beloved; we are not
accepted in the righteousness of the Beloved. In order to study the Bible well, we have to be accurate
and not allow any point to slip by.

Some have said that the blood of the Lord Jesus gives us life. This means that our new life is based on
the blood of the Lord Jesus. They say that when we drink the Lord's blood, we acquire His life. They
quote Leviticus 17:14, which says that life is in the blood. If we read this verse in a superficial way, we
may agree with this teaching. But the blood does not bring us a new life. Blood is for redemption; it is
to satisfy God's demand. Exodus 12:13 gives us the governing principle concerning the blood: "When I
see the blood, I will pass over you." The blood is for God. It is to satisfy God's demand, not our
demand. There is only one instance in the Bible where the blood is spoken of as being for us. In that
place it says that the blood is applied to our conscience (Heb. 9:14). However, even the conscience is
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for God.

What then is the meaning of the word life in Leviticus 17? The word life there is the same as soul in the
original language. It refers to the soul-life. The Lord Jesus poured out His soul-life unto death. Isaiah
53:12 says that He poured out His soul unto death. The Lord Jesus shed His blood, that is, poured out
His soul unto death for the accomplishment of redemption. He cried on the cross, "Father, into Your
hands I commit My spirit" (Luke 23:46). Having said this He expired. His body was hung on the cross,
and His soul, through the blood, was poured out for the accomplishment of redemption. (The
characteristic of man is his soul. A sinful soul has to die; that is, the seat of a man's personality must
die.) At the same time He committed His spirit to God.

John 6 says several times that those who eat the Lord's flesh as well as take His blood will have life. It
also says that those who eat His flesh will have life. But at no time does it say that those who only
drink His blood will have life. If a man drinks His blood, he also must eat His flesh before he will have
life. We have to learn to be careful persons. If we mix up what God has separated, we will end up
misunderstanding what He has said. We cannot expound the Bible carelessly. We must study God's
word carefully, find the hundreds of instances where the blood is spoken of, and study them one by one
before we will see the light. The blood is to satisfy God's demand; it is not to satisfy our demand.

Suppose John Wesley came and told us, "The Lord Jesus' blood will cleanse our heart and eradicate the
root of sin from us, and we will sin no longer." What should we say? We should say, "The blood of the
Lord Jesus has never cleansed our heart. The Bible never says that the Lord Jesus' blood will cleanse
our heart. God has given us a new heart. Man's heart is more wicked than all things and can never be
cleansed." The blood is for redemption, not for cleansing. It is for forgiveness, not for sanctification.
(There is a difference between sanctification before God and sanctification before men.) Some may
ask, "Does not Hebrews 10 tell us that the blood of the Lord cleanses our heart?" [Translator's note:
This is the rendering in the Chinese Union Version.] No! The book of Hebrews speaks of the sprinkling
of the conscience (10:22). The conscience is only a part of the heart. The only part within man that is
conscious of sin is the conscience. The blood satisfies God's demand and also satisfies our conscience's
cry. When we realize that the Lord Jesus has redeemed us from sin, spontaneously our conscience will
no longer be conscious of sin. The function of the blood in our conscience is not to free us from sin but
to remove our consciousness of sin. Freedom from sin is the result of the work of the Holy Spirit. The
work of the blood is different from the work of the Holy Spirit; we should never confuse the two.

Before the Lord we have to develop the habit of being accurate. If we are inaccurate, we will sacrifice
God's accuracy. If we have a habit of being inaccurate, we will not get anything when we read the
Bible. We have to realize how accurate the Bible is. It is so accurate that it has no room for any
confusion. We must be trained by the Lord to be accurate.

C. Not Being Curious

Third, in trying to be accurate, we must not become curious. God's Word is accurate, but we must
never search it with a curious mind. If we search God's Word with a curious mind, we will miss the
spiritual worth of the book. The Bible is a spiritual book, and we must exercise our spirit before we can
understand this book. If the purpose of achieving accuracy is the satisfaction of our curiosity, not the
satisfaction of our spiritual needs, we are on the wrong track. It is unfortunate that many people read
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the Bible with the goal of digging out strange things. Some people have spent a great deal of time
trying to ascertain whether or not the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is a vine tree. This kind of
study of the Bible is vain. We must remember that the Bible is a spiritual book. We have to touch life,
touch the spirit, and touch the Lord. Once we touch the spiritual things, we will spontaneously
recognize the literal accuracy of the Word because all spiritual things are intrinsically accurate. But if
our premise is not a pursuit of spiritual things, we will be on the wrong track.

Some people like to take the pathway of curiosity. Their study of prophecies is driven by curiosity.
They study prophecies not for the sake of waiting for the Lord's return, but because they want to know
about the future. There is a big difference between being spiritual and not being spiritual. If we are a
curious person, all spiritual and valuable things will become non-spiritual and dead when they fall into
our hands. This is a very serious matter. Before the Lord, we have to distinguish between things which
are valuable and things which are not so valuable. We have to distinguish between the things which are
important and the things which are unimportant. The Lord Jesus said, "One iota or one serif shall by no
means pass away from the law" (Matt. 5:18). But He also said that there are "weightier matters of the
law" (23:23). The law is so accurate that one iota or serif cannot pass away. But there are also weightier
things in the law. Curious ones constantly pick up lighter things and study them. If they keep taking the
lighter things, they will end up being lighter persons. As the Lord Jesus said, they are straining out the
gnat and swallowing the camel (v. 24). They strain out the tiniest things and swallow the biggest things.
This kind of reading is altogether wrong. This error comes from one's disposition for curiosity. If we do
not change our disposition, we cannot expect to read the Bible well.

The above mentioned traits—subjectivity, carelessness, and curiosity—are common flaws among men.
We must try to overcome these flaws before the Lord. We must be objective, accurate, and non-
inquisitive. An objective, accurate, and non-inquisitive character will not come to us in one or two
days; we have to discipline ourselves to develop such a habit. As soon as we pick up the Bible, we
should read it objectively, accurately, and non-inquisitively. When we have the right character and the
right habit, we will know how to read the Bible properly.

CHAPTER TWO

ENTERING INTO THREE THINGS
RELATED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

In order to study the Bible well, we need to acquaint ourselves with three things related to the Holy
Spirit. This is particularly true in reading the New Testament, which has much to do with these three
things.

First, the Holy Spirit desires that we enter into His thoughts. In order to understand the words of the
Holy Spirit, we must direct our thoughts to the thoughts of the Holy Spirit. This is particularly true in
the case of the Epistles. We have to acquaint ourselves with the thoughts of the Holy Spirit before we
can understand these writings.
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Second, the Holy Spirit has recorded many facts in the Bible. We have to get into these basic facts. If
we cannot get into these facts, we cannot understand God's Word. In particular, the Holy Spirit has to
open to us the many facts recorded in the four Gospels and Acts.

Third, in our reading, the Holy Spirit will guide us to touch another thing—the spirit. In many
instances, it is not enough to know the thoughts; we must get into the spirit behind the thoughts. We
must not only know the facts but also must get into the spirit behind the facts. We can find such
examples in the Gospels, the book of Acts, as well as the Epistles.

Every Bible reader must get into these three things. Yet only those who have been trained and
disciplined can truly know them. We cannot consider them as methods of studying the Bible, for they
relate to the very person who reads the Bible. The person must go through some basic training; this is
what these issues are all about.

Let us now consider how one can get into these three things.

I. ENTERING INTO THE THOUGHTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

In writing the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit had His own purpose and thoughts. A reader of the Bible has
to learn not only to read the words and memorize them but also to touch the purpose of the Holy
Spirit's writing of the book at the time that He wrote it. The first thing about the study of the Bible is
not to busy ourselves with exegesis but to know the intention of the Holy Spirit at the time He wrote
the books. We must remember that the value of the words lies not in the words themselves but in the
meaning which they convey. The Lord said to the Sadducees, "You err, not knowing the Scriptures"
(Matt. 22:29). The Sadducees read God's Word, yet they could not understand it. In reading God's
Word, we have to find the reason the Holy Spirit spoke such a word. This leads to another point: Our
mind must be well-disciplined.

A. Merging One's Thoughts with the Thoughts of the Holy Spirit

Those who read the Bible must be objective. They must not rely on their own mind. The Holy Spirit
has a thought, and our thought has to get into His thought and merge with it. When the Holy Spirit
thinks a certain way, we have to think the same way. The two have to flow like two currents in a river,
the Holy Spirit being the main current, while we are the subsidiary current. The Holy Spirit is like a big
river, while we are like a little stream. The stream has to merge into the river. When the river flows to
the east, the stream also flows to the east. The stream may be small, but as long as it flows with the
river, it will reach the wide ocean.

Some portions of the Bible focus on facts, others on the spirit, or on thoughts. Those whose focus is on
the thoughts are not without spirit and facts. Those whose focus is on the facts are not without spirit
and thoughts. Those whose focus is on the spirit are not without facts and thoughts. As we touch the
thoughts of the Holy Spirit, we have to be very objective; our whole being should follow the thoughts
carried forth by Him. Yet some cannot do this. At the most their thoughts can latch on to the Holy
Spirit's thought for ten minutes. They can barely catch up with the Holy Spirit for ten minutes, after
which their own thoughts begin to wander off. Such subjective persons can never read the Bible well.
The basic requirement for a man to be able to read the Bible is for him to be dealt with in his very
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person.

It is true that when a man reads the Bible, he needs to exercise his mind. Yet his mind must follow the
same direction and flow along the same line as the mind of the Holy Spirit. Wherever the Holy Spirit
goes, he should follow. He should find out the Holy Spirit's thought in a sentence, a passage, a chapter,
or a book. His entire mind has to be attuned to the Holy Spirit. He has to find out what the Spirit is
saying in a passage, what He is thinking, and what His main thoughts and subsidiary thoughts are. The
first question we should ask when we read a portion of the Scripture is what is the Spirit's intention in
writing this portion. If we do not know the intention of the Holy Spirit behind a portion, we are liable to
make a mistake in quoting it at a later time; we may even twist the original meaning of the Holy Spirit.
It is not enough for us to merely read the letters or remember the words, memorize the words, or study
their meaning in an isolated way. When we read the Bible, we should sense what the Holy Spirit was
thinking at the time He was writing it. Putting it in another way, we should sense the thoughts of Paul,
Peter, John, and the others when the Holy Spirit spoke through them. Our thoughts must merge with the
Spirit's thoughts before we can understand the Bible.

A story was told of a believer who took a journey through the forty-two stations that the Israelites
passed through from Egypt to Palestine. Where the Israelites turned, he turned. Where they detoured,
he detoured. He went through the entire journey this way. Later he wrote a book recounting the
journey. He did not choose his path; he took Moses' path. This is the way we should read our Bible. We
must not determine the direction ourselves; we have to go where the Spirit is going. Paul went down to
Jerusalem, and we should go down with him to Jerusalem. He felt a certain way and thought a certain
way, and we should feel and think the same way. We should not have our own independent direction.
We must follow the direction of the writers of the Bible. In other words, we must follow the direction
of the Spirit. The thoughts of the writers of the Scripture should be the thoughts of the readers of the
Scripture today. The writers of the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit to think a certain way. The
readers of the Bible should also be inspired by the Holy Spirit to think the same way. If our thoughts
can closely follow the thoughts the Spirit bore at the time of the writing of the Scriptures, we will
understand what the Bible is saying.

B. Finding the "Trunk" and the "Branches"

Some parts of the Bible are subject texts, while others are explanatory words; some are primary in
importance, while others are ancillary in function. Some are like the trunk of a tree, while others are
like the branches of the tree. We should not follow the branches and lose sight of the trunk. Of course,
we should not pay attention just to the trunk and forget about the branches. We should find out what the
Holy Spirit is saying in a passage, how He is saying it, how many things are spoken of, and how many
words He has used to achieve His goal. Our mind should follow these things step by step. We have to
catch up with the mind of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit has a subject to His speaking, and He also has
words explaining the subject. When we are halfway through our speaking, we may digress from the
subject with a word of explanation. These are "branches." Branches do not grow all the way to the top
of the sky. Likewise, the Spirit can digress from His subject with a word of explanation for five or ten
verses, but He always comes back to the "trunk." We must not dwell on the explanations all the time;
we must follow the Holy Spirit and turn back to the subject. Many of the Epistles are structured in such
a way that explanatory words are interwoven into subject passages. We must differentiate between the
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"trunk" and the "branches" before we can understand what we are reading. We cannot rush through in
our reading. When the Holy Spirit makes a detour, we have to make the same detour. When the Holy
Spirit turns back to the subject, we also have to turn back to the subject. We have to be very tender and
very careful to not put any trust in ourselves or have any assurance in our flesh. This is the way to catch
up with the thoughts of the Holy Spirit.

There are "trunks" and "branches" in the words of the Bible. Yet these "trunks" and "branches" are
linked together to form one unified whole. For example, in writing the book of Romans, Paul's
intention was not only to give us 3:23, 6:23, or 8:1. The whole book conveys one unified thought; it is
one complete entity. There is no fragmentation whatsoever. We must not take a few verses out of
context and just expound them. It is all right for us to borrow a verse, but we have to differentiate
clearly between borrowing a verse and making an exegesis of the verse. Even when we borrow the
verse for some other use, we have to understand the context of the verse. Otherwise, we fall into the
error of taking things out of context.

If our mind is trained, it will be strong enough to sustain the light. Light comes in a flash, and it has to
be captured and sustained. If our mind is not trained to join itself to the mind of the Holy Spirit, we will
not have enough thoughts to capture and sustain the light when it comes to us in the form of a
revelation. This is the reason our mind has to be trained; it has to be altogether objective and responsive
to the leading of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has His own way of expression. For example, Romans
1 and 2 speak of man's sin. Chapter three speaks of redemption, chapter four of faith, chapter five of
the sinner, chapter six of the death of the sinner, chapter seven of two laws, and chapter eight of the
Holy Spirit. Chapters nine to eleven give some examples. Chapter twelve speaks of the Christian and
the church, and finally, chapters thirteen to sixteen speak of the walk and conduct of a saved person. In
reading this book, we have to understand the intention of the Holy Spirit at the time He spoke these
words. In every section the Spirit had some main thoughts. First, He spoke about man's sin and then
about the solution of sin and the accomplishment of God's righteousness. Then He went on to speak of
faith and of the obstacle to faith—human work. But there is more to man's problem than his sin; there
is the problem of his person. Therefore, in chapter six the Spirit spoke of the crucifixion of the sinner
(the old man). The solution to man's sin lies in his faith in the Lord's death for him, whereas the
solution to the man himself lies in his faith in his death with the Lord. In chapters nine through eleven,
the nation of Israel is used as an illustration of God's grace and faith. Chapter twelve then covers the
condition of a consecrated Christian. From chapter one through chapter sixteen, we can identify the
"trunks" clearly. Paul was very clear in expressing his feelings through these points. There are also the
"branches"; we find some of them even in the very first section. In covering the subject of man's sin,
the Holy Spirit digresses to speak of the Gentiles and then the Jews, and then He turns back to the main
thought. In reading the Bible, we have to follow the thought of the Holy Spirit closely.

C. Two Kinds of Training

There are two ways to train our mind. First, we can separate the subject text from the explanatory
words. It is not a bad idea to go through the New Testament and put parentheses around passages that
the Spirit provides as words of explanation. The words inside the parentheses are the "branches," while
the words outside the parentheses are the "trunks." If we skip the verses in the parentheses and read the
rest, we will get an idea of the main subjects of the various portions.
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Let us try this out with the book of Romans. Romans 1:1 says, "Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called
apostle, separated unto the gospel of God." This clearly is the introduction to the book of Romans.
Verses 2-4 say, "Which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,
concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, who was designated the
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ
our Lord." This is an explanation of the gospel. Therefore, these three verses are "branches" which can
be put inside a parenthesis. Verse 5 says, "Through whom we have received grace and apostleship unto
the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles on behalf of His name." This again is the subject text. If
we go on this way with the rest of the book of Romans, we can single out the verses which are subject
text. We can underline the subject text with one color pen and the explanatory words with another color
pen. In the first pass, we do not have to read the explanatory words. Read the subject text first, and then
the explanatory words later. First, find the main thoughts of the Holy Spirit, and then insert the
explanatory portions little by little. What is this gospel? It is something which was "promised
beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures." God first promised the gospel and then sent
the Lord Jesus to accomplish this gospel. In His accomplishment, there are two parts. First, there is the
part according to the flesh. Second, there is the part according to the Spirit. The first part deals with His
life on earth as the son of Mary. The second part deals with His life in heaven as the Son of God. The
four Gospels cover the part of Him according to the flesh, while the Epistles cover the part of Him
according to the Spirit. In reading this portion, we can jump directly from verse 1 to verse 5 and leave
verses 2 through 4 for later. Always take care of the subject text first, and then the explanatory words
later. In this way we can get into the thought of the apostle at the time he wrote the book. We should
read the whole Bible this way. In particular, we should read the Epistles this way. Every servant of God
should know the text portions of a book as well as the explanatory portions. This is the first step.

What benefit do we derive from taking this first step? It enables us to know how much of the teaching
in a portion relates to the subject and how much relates to explanations. In serving as a minister of the
word, our speaking has to have main subjects and explanations. Although our functioning as ministers
of the word is not as perfect and profound as that of the first apostles, it is the same in principle. Once
we distinguish the subject text from the explanations, we will realize to our surprise that the Bible
always provides sufficient explanations, both in quantity as well as in degree. We will worship the Lord
for the absolute perfectness of the Word. We will also find that as soon as we are just slightly excessive
in our use of explanations and illustrations, our whole message will become weak. We have to pay
attention to the way the Bible explains things. We should never over-explain. We should only provide
explanations for the parts that others do not understand. Explanation is for the purpose of helping
others to understand, but we should not be excessive in our use of it. Some speakers are short in
explanation, which loses the listeners. Others are too long in explanation, which drags down the
message. We should observe the perfect balance in the Word. We should always learn to separate the
subject text from its explanations. In order to do this, we have to be objective. Once we become
subjective, we certainly will fail.

Second, we have to try to paraphrase the text portion with our own words. We have to rewrite the text
portions of the Bible with words that we can understand. For example, Romans 1:1, 5, and 6 are text
verses. The wording in these verses belongs to Paul. After we understand what Paul has said, we should
try to express the same thing with our own words. At the beginning we should only work with the text
portions; we should not work on the explanatory words within the parentheses. This kind of exercise is
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like our experience as students: The teachers told us a story, and we wrote it down in our own words.
We must know what the story is about before we can write it down. This kind of paraphrasing requires
that we be objective, that we understand the meaning of the Bible, and that we do not add our own
thoughts to it. We have to train ourselves to be a follower of the thoughts of the Holy Spirit. We have
to fashion our thoughts according to the thoughts of the Holy Spirit.

Of course, we can make mistakes in our paraphrasing. The only thing we can do when we make
mistakes is to correct them the next time. If we still make mistakes, we should correct them again. The
more we correct ourselves, the more accurate we will become. Once a person learns this lesson, it will
be easy for him to understand God's Word. The most important thing is to put ourselves aside. Once we
become proud or subjective we are finished. We have to learn to be objective, meek, and humble. A
meek and humble mind will find it easy to follow the mind of the Spirit. Every reader of the Bible has
to learn this lesson.

II. ENTERING INTO THE FACTS RECORDED BY THE HOLY
SPIRIT

A. The Impression from the Facts

When reading the Bible, the Holy Spirit next requires that we capture an impression from the facts. The
Bible is not all teachings. A great part of it is facts, history, and stories. The Holy Spirit desires that the
facts, history, and stories produce a certain impression within us. Once we have an impression of these
facts from the Holy Spirit, it will be easy for Him to convey God's word to us. If these facts do not
produce an impression in us, God's word will not take hold in us and will not produce the proper effect
in us.

The impression that we are speaking of here does not refer to a general familiarity with the stories. It
refers to a view concerning certain characteristic points that make a lasting impression in our mind. In
the Bible every incident has its characteristics. Without understanding these characteristics, we cannot
understand God's word. In reading a contract, it is not enough to check whether or not there is a
signature on it; we must check whose signature is on it. The impression that we are speaking of here is
not a general impression but an impression of its special character. Once we discover the special
character, we can learn what God wants to say through them. It is possible that a person can remember
and even relate a biblical incident to others but not be able to point out its special character. This means
that he does not understand God's word. The New Testament contains the four Gospels, the Acts, the
Epistles, and Revelation. For the Epistles, we have to get into the thought of the Holy Spirit. For the
four Gospels and Acts, however, our heart has to be open to God's Spirit, and we have to allow Him to
impress us with the facts. We have to realize the difference between these facts and other facts, and we
have to sense the special characteristics that lie behind these facts.

An impression works like a photograph. The film in a camera is a slide of glass or a thin piece of
plastic coated with a chemical—silver bromide. Decades ago, one square inch of film could only hold
tens of thousands of silver bromide particles. This is the reason the photographs produced at that time
were not very sharp; they were granular in appearance. Later, film improved, and the granular look
disappeared. The image is now much clearer because each square inch of film holds millions of silver
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bromide particles. In the same way, the finer our inner constitution is, the more impression we will
retain. The coarser we are, the less impression we will retain. If our heart and spirit are open to God,
and if our feelings are refined, the flashing of the facts of the Holy Spirit before us will generate a
strong impression within us. If we are fine and tender, we will see two things. First, we will locate the
emphasis in God's Word and the focus of His revelation. Second, we will know what God wants to say
behind the facts, and we will be able to tell the difference between these facts and other facts.

A coarse person will never see the fine points in the Bible. A man must be tender, and his feelings must
be very sensitive before God's word can stamp a clear image within him. He will not only catch a
glimpse of the general contour, but he will have an accurate impression of the fine points and lines. He
will be clear about every delicate and intricate point behind the facts.

B. Tender Feelings

Many people seek to know the fine and tender aspects of the Bible. Yet without fine and tender
feelings, they cannot grasp these tender points. Consider the four Gospels and Acts. All five books are
records of Jesus. More facts are revealed about the Lord Jesus through these five books than through all
the Epistles. We need to have fine and tender impressions of these facts related to the Lord Jesus. Let
us consider some examples.

1. Examples of Contrasts
a. Zaccheus and the Two Disciples on the Way to Emmaus

In contrasting Luke 19 with Luke 24, we find a marked difference between the Lord's stay at
Zaccheus's house and His entering the house with the two disciples who were on the way to Emmaus.
The Lord volunteered to enter Zaccheus's house. But in the case of the two disciples, it seems as if He
wanted to go on. A fine person will detect two completely different attitudes of the Lord here. With
Zaccheus the Lord took up a despicable sinner. He was not an ordinary tax collector; he was a chief tax
collector. The Lord did not wait for his invitation; He volunteered to go into his house. Zaccheus no
doubt wanted to see the Lord. But he was conscious of his small stature and his bad reputation, and he
was too ashamed to invite the Lord. Under these circumstances, the Lord said, "Zaccheus, hurry and
come down, for today I must stay in your house" (19:5). Here was a seeking sinner who dared not ask
the Lord to stay with him. The Lord invited Himself to his house. He understood Zaccheus. His
feelings were tender. If our feelings are tender enough, we will understand the Lord.

The two disciples on the way to Emmaus were backslidden. Their eyes were veiled, and they did not
recognize the Lord. The Lord walked with them, spoke to them, and expounded the Scriptures to them.
When they were drawing near to the village, He acted as though He would go farther (24:28). The
Lord's attitude toward the two disciples was different from His attitude toward Zaccheus. Zaccheus
faced great obstacles; he was haunted by unspoken embarrassments. The Lord was gentle to him and
volunteered to go to his house. The two disciples on the way to Emmaus knew the Lord already. But
they had become backslidden. Although they heard so much from the Lord, they were still heading for
Emmaus. This is the reason the Lord acted as though He wanted to go on. He stayed only after they
implored Him. In one case, there was a man coming towards the Lord. In the other case, there were two
men walking away from the Lord. Accordingly, the Lord's attitude was different. We have to touch the
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tender feelings of the Lord Jesus before we can realize who Jesus of Nazareth is and who this One is
whom God intends to reveal to us.

b. The Two Occasions of Peter's Fishing

In Luke 5 Peter had fished throughout the night and caught nothing. Yet the Lord Jesus told him, "Put
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch" (v. 4). The fishermen let down the nets and caught
a great number of fish. Before this they caught nothing. Now, surprisingly, they enclosed a great
number of fish. Peter fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for [ am a sinful man, Lord"
(v. 8). In John 21 we find Peter and other disciples fishing again. The Lord asked them, "Little children,
you do not have any fish to eat, do you?" They answered Him, "No." And He said to them, "Cast the
net on the right side of the boat" (vv. 5-6). Then they caught many fish. The fishing in Luke 5 revealed
the glory of the Lord Jesus to Peter. When this great glory broke upon him, he saw that he was a sinner
who was unworthy of the Lord's presence. In the fishing expedition after the Lord's resurrection, Peter
jumped into the sea and swam ashore when he recognized the Lord (John 21:7). He had no more
interest in fishing when he recognized the Lord. In both cases he had the same revelation. But in the
first case, the revelation caused the man to know himself and to beg the Lord to depart from him,
having previously known nothing of himself. In the second case, the revelation drew this man who
already knew the Lord to a more intimate relationship with Him. Once we identify the differences
between these two cases, we have a proper impression of the facts. In all these matters, we need a solid
impression of the facts.

c. The Lord's Feeding of the Five Thousand and Mary's Anointing of Him

Two incidents are recorded in all four Gospels: the Lord's feeding of the five thousand with bread, and
the anointing of the Lord by Mary. After the Lord fed the five thousand, He ordered the disciples to
gather the broken pieces that nothing would be lost (John 6:12). This is quite amazing. The Lord
performed a miracle to feed men with bread, yet He asked the disciples to gather the broken pieces lest
they be wasted. Later a woman came, broke the alabaster flask, and anointed the Lord's head with
ointment. Some disciples said, "Why has this waste of the ointment been made?" But the Lord Jesus
said, "She has done a noble deed on Me" (Mark 14:3-7). Here we see two contrasting things: the
feeding of the bread and the anointing of the Lord. In one case, nothing was wasted. In the other case,
everything seemed to be wasted. Nothing produced from a miracle was to be wasted, yet something
worth over three hundred denarii could be poured on the Lord and not spared. The ointment was worth
three hundred denarii; it was not spent to feed five thousand but to be consumed by the Lord in an
instant. It was not a gathering up but a breaking apart. It was not twelve baskets but one alabaster flask.
All these are contrasts. In the case of God's Son performing a miracle, even the leftovers are to be
gathered up. But He does not consider it too much to receive the consecration of something equivalent
to three hundred denarii. All four Gospels record this story, and everywhere that men preach the
gospel, they are to remember this story. Consecration should go as far as the gospel goes. Wherever the
gospel goes, an absolute offering of consecration to the Lord has to follow. The reaches of the gospel
must be the reaches of man's consecration and ointment. We must have a solid impression of this fact.

d. The Judgment of the Lord and the Judgment of Paul

Sometimes it is meaningful to compare the four Gospels with Acts. We can compare the judgment the
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Lord faced with the judgment that Paul faced. When Paul was judged, he said that he was a Pharisee
and a son of Pharisees (Acts 23:6). This was different from the case of the Lord Jesus. We treasure our
brother Paul. But the best son that the world can produce is merely a son of man. Jesus of Nazareth,
however, is the only begotten Son of God! When we compare the two, we find that one is God's only
begotten Son, while the other is merely a child of God. One is the Master, while the other is the servant.
One is the Teacher, while the other is the student. Although Paul's attainment was high, he cannot be
compared to his Lord. We have to be fine and tender. Only then will we come to know the Lord
depicted in the Gospels and the apostles depicted in the Acts. If we are not tender, we will not be
impressed with anything. Even if the Lord wants to show us something, we will not be able to prostrate
before Him and worship Him. A careless man treats the Bible as if it were just ordinary stories. He
glosses over everything, and it is difficult for the Holy Spirit to impress him with anything.

e. The Lord's "Passing Through'" and Paul's Being '"Let Down"

Once the Lord Jesus was reading the Scriptures in the synagogue in Nazareth. After He finished, He
spoke a little, but the crowd took Him to the brow of a hill so that they might throw Him down the cliff.
Yet He, passing through their midst, went away (Luke 4:29-30). How solemn and dignified He was! He
was not like Paul, who had to be let down through the wall and lowered in a basket (Acts 9:25). We are
not saying that Paul was wrong in any sense. We are saying that there is a difference in nature. The
Lord passed through the crowd and went away. These few words, "passing through their midst, went
away" (Luke 4:30), should give us some kind of impression. When the Lord passed through those who
wanted to kill Him, the crowd could only watch; they could do nothing. How dignified and noble is our
Lord!

2. Examples of Similarities
a. Dissatisfactions with the Lord

Many impressions in the Bible have to be studied by the way of contrast. This is the case with the five
examples mentioned above. Other examples show similarities, and one has to put them together to form
an integrated picture.

1) The Lord Falling Asleep in the Boat

Matthew 8:23-27 speaks of the instance when the Lord Jesus crossed the sea with the disciples.
Suddenly a great tempest rose up in the sea. The Lord was asleep, and the disciples were afraid. In
Matthew's record the disciples said, "Lord, save us; we are perishing!" (v. 25). But Mark 4:38 has
something more to say: "Teacher, does it not matter to You...?" That means that they questioned how
He could sleep so soundly. The Lord Jesus rebuked the wind and the waves, and they were stilled; then
He turned and rebuked the disciples for their little faith. (Notice the order of events according to Mark
and Luke. Before the Lord rebuked the disciples, He rebuked the wind and the waves.) The Lord had a
basis for rebuking the disciples because He had said that He would cross to the other side. Since He had
said it, it must be so. There was no need to worry even if there were winds, waves, or whatever along
the way. The Lord Jesus was teaching them the lesson of faith. What were they putting their faith in?
They should have trusted in the Lord's word: "Let us go over to the other side" (Mark 4:35). With the
Lord having said that they would go over to the other side, it was not possible for them to end up at the
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bottom of the sea. Yet the disciples did not have faith in this. This is the reason the Lord rebuked them.

It is interesting that we never find the Lord apologizing to anyone. Under normal circumstances, the
more lessons a man learns before the Lord, the more he has to apologize to others. The more
disciplined a person is, the more he discovers others' dissatisfaction with him, and the more frequently
he will need to apologize to them. The Lord Jesus is unique in that He never had to apologize to
anyone. It seems as if the disciples thought that they were right and the Lord was wrong. The winds
and the waves were fierce, and the disciples were perishing. Did this not matter to the Teacher? But the
Lord did not wake up to apologize. The absence of an apology is an expression of His glory. He knew
that He did not oversleep, and He knew that He was not wrong. When He said to cross to the other side,
He meant that they would cross to the other side. There was not one wasted word in Him, and no one
can make Him apologize for anything. This shows the glory of our Lord!

2) The Touch of the Woman with the Flow of Blood

In Mark 5 we have the story of the woman with the flow of blood who came to touch the Lord Jesus.
Here we find the same principle. When the woman touched the Lord, He turned around and asked who
had touched Him. The disciples said, "You see the crowd pressing upon You and You say, Who
touched Me?" (v. 31). This was said in somewhat a rebuking tone. The Lord did not say, "I am sorry; I
asked the wrong question." Instead, He turned around to see who was touching Him. He was, in effect,
saying, "Someone is touching Me, but you do not know it. Your eyes are on the pressing ones, but My
eyes are on the touching one." Outwardly speaking, the Lord appeared to be wrong; it seemed as if the
disciples were justified in their indignation. But in reality the mistake was with the disciples, not with
the Lord. The Lord never apologized once to anyone. This is most glorious, and our heart cannot help
but worship Him.

3) The Death of Lazarus

In John 11 we find another instance of men being dissatisfied with the Lord. Martha said to the Lord,
"Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died" (v. 21). She was blaming the Lord for
arriving late. She was saying i